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�~�c�o�n�s�i�d�e�r anew �
youcan leavewe �

JB Because well 
enough just might 
not be good enough 
anymore. 

Because new 
Microsoft®Excel 4.0 

MicJVsoft Excel 4.0, !lie C. "{ "X T, d ,,. • th 
spretuJs1zee1forw111tiows. iOr vvln OWS lS e 

ultimate refinement ofa powerful, 
easy-to-use spreadsheet. 

Because you could be get­
ting your day-to-day spreadsheet 
tasks, not to mention more amaz­
ing number-crunching feats, done 
faster. And more easily. 

We're talking about one-step 
just-about-everything here. 

Take a feature like Autofor­
mat: with just a clickofyour mouse, 
it applies one of14 sharp-looking, 
professionally designed formats 
to your worksheet. 

Or considerAutofill, which 
intelligently helps you build your 
worksheets. For example, when 
you type January in a cell, Autofill 
automatically enters February, 
March, April-as many (or as few) 
months ahead as you designate. 

Shortcut menus are anoth­
er innovation.When you click the 
right mouse button, a menu ap­
pears on-screen next to whatever 
you're doing, offering you all the 
options that sensibly relate to the 
task at hand. 

Wizards are step-by-step 
guides that take you through com­
plex tasks, like charting, or creat-
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The Scenario Manager is apowe1f11/ analysis tool that letsyou easily create 
and save multiple "what if" scenarios, then instantlyPJVduce nice-looking 

summary reports. (Which makes you look nice, too) 

ing summary tables from a data­
base,with incredible ease. 

And with new Drag and 
Drop, all you do is highlight the 
area you want to move,"grab" it 
with your cursor, and drag and 
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drop it to wherever you want it on day money-back guarantee: 
your screen. It's that simple. Bynow, you mayagree with 

We've also made the Toolbar us that new Microsoft Excel 4.0 
customizable. 
Plus, it has 
handy new 
features, such 
as a Spelling 
Checker and 
AutoCenter, 
Whl•ch lets you Thegalleryof90charttypes includes rotating3-Dcharts, along with surface, radar and pictureclzarts.

It looksgreat here. It's even moreimpressiveonyourscreen. 

center text over multiple columns for Windows is the ultimate refine­
with a single click ofyour �m�o�u�s�e�~ mentofone-step-power-with-ease. 
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You can learn using what L(c. O'fJ,_.';i;-\) caption underneath 
you know.Type in your fl l( J �~�( ( -{._, that guy to your left­
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.c.,A' Call TIS at (800)323·3577, Dept. Y61. to orderyours. Orseeyo11rlocal software reseller. saw lS. 
and writes your Lotus files. And it �
runs your macros-unmodified. It �
even comes with a convenient 90­
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EDITORIAL �

DENNIS 
ALLEN 

ETHICS OF �
ELECTRONIC INFORMATION �

H
ave you ever had information at your fingertips 
that you knew you shouldn't have? In case you 
haven't, consider this: Information that's not 
yours shows up on your computer-maybe from 
the network or the E-mail or conferencing sys­

tem. Right away you recognize that the information is 
not yours, but you also recognize that it might be valuable 
to you. 

For the moment, at least, 
New methods of you face the dilemma of 

whether you should use the
transferring information unauthorized information in a 

gainful way or miss the op­still retain the attributes portunity for the sake of ethics. 
And don't make any armchair of privacy and ownership 
proclamations of virtue unless 
you have actually been in that 

situation. As with most life experiences, when it hap­
pens, even the most clear-cut solutions become sudden­
( y complicated. 

I know, because some of the people on the BYTE 
staff-including me-recently experienced it. Here's 
what happened: 

Until recently, the BYTE editors in our main office 
and in our bureaus used a private conference on BIX 
(formerly known as the BYTE Information Exchange, 
an on-line conferencing system). We used it to commu­
nicate everything from deadlines to highly confidential in­
formation. It seemed like a good idea to use BIX since 
BYTE owned and maintained the BIX equipment and 
conferencing files. Or at least, BYTE did own BIX until 
February of this year. 

We sold BIX to a company called General Videotex 
Corp., with an agreement that BYTE could continue us­
ing its private BIX conference-another good idea, or 
so it seemed. Somewhere along the way, a competing 
magazine started a separate private conference for its 
staff on BIX. We would not even have known about the 
other magazine's private conference had it not been for 
what happened. 

One day, two of BYTE's editors found themselves 
abruptly and mysteriously "joined" to the other maga­
zine's private conference. The two editors who found 
themselves in this predicament had no idea why they 
were suddenly privy to a competitor's confidential dis­
cussions. There they were, nonetheless, two BYTE jour­
nalists with clandestine information at their fingertips. 

Now you have to keep in mind that the training of a 
journalist-any good journalist-includes snooping 
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around and digging up information that most folks don't 
know. So it's hard to imagine any journalist who would 
not be curious as to what was in those conference files. 

The truth is that neither editor read the files, but the sto­
ry doesn't end there. To their credit, both people resisted 
the nearly primordial journalistic urge to uncover some 
tidbit of otherwise hidden information, and they prompt­
ly removed themselves from the other magazine's con­
ference. There was one last loose end to tie up. 

While everyone was enjoying a pat on the back for 
having successfully demonstrated their integrity, I learned 
that some of the covert files had been downloaded and 
stored on a disk (files are often downloaded from BIX au­
tomatically). Up to this point, the two staffers had made 
the tough decisions, and now it was my turn. I was asked 
quite simply, "Do you want the disk?" 

I had the disk destroyed without so much as a glimpse 
of what the files held. But there was a moment, those 
fleeting seconds as my mind churned the question I had 
been asked, in which I considered the alternative. Prob­
ably anyone in my place would have been tempted as 
well, because that's the nature of humans. 

Thinking of electronic information differently from, 
say, a personal letter at the post office is natural. The in­
tangible character of electronic information makes the 
attributes of privacy and ownership somehow seem less 
real. So we often take for granted how, for exampie, we 
might react to someone reading private E-mail. Yet do­
ing so is no different from opening a sealed envelope 
that's been stolen from the post office. 

At BYTE, we learned the importance of having poli­
cies for dealing with other people's electronic infomrntion. 
So we 're implementing clear rules as to how privacy and 
ownership of electronic information are to be handled 
at BYTE. 

What would the people at your company do? With­
out specific policies that deal with these situations, there's 
no way to know for sure. 

-Dennis Allen 
Editor in Chief 

(RIX name "dal/en") 
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