




























































































































































































By "following codes," l mean any of the fol lowing Web page 
addresses in the left-hand column below. (Note that these codes 
don't begin with http://www, like most Web addresses.) Each, when 
you press Return, takes you to a special Web page showing the 
details about one of the Netscape programmers. 

Type this . . . 

about: 

about:authors 

about:javalogo 

about: rsalogo 

about: logo 

about:ari 

about:atotic 

about:blythe 

about:chouck 

. . . to see this page 

the generic Navigator About 
screen 

an outdated "about the authors" 
screen 

the logo for Hot Java, the pro­
gramming language 

the logo for RSA Data Securi ty 

shows the Netscape logo 

Ari Luotonen's page 

Aleks Totic's page 

Garrett Blythe's page 

Chris Houks page 
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aboUL:dmose Dan Mosedale's page 

abouL:dp D. P. Suresh's page 

about:ebina Eric Bina's page 

abouL:hagan Hagan Heller's page 

about:jeff Jeffrey M. Treuhaft's page 

aboUL:jg John Giannandrca's page 

about:jsw Jeff Weinstein's page 

about:jwz Jamie Zawinski's page 

about:karlton Philip Karltons page 

about:kipp Kipp E. B. Hickman's page 

about:marca Marc Andreessen's page 

about:mlm Mike McCool's page 

about:momulli Lou Momulli's page . 
abouc: mtoy Michael Toy's page 

about:paquin Tom Paquin's page 

about:robm Rob McCool's page 

about:sharoni Sharon limura's page 
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about: terry 

about:timm 

about: Mozilla 

Terry Weissman's page 

Tim McClarren'.s page 

A quote from the Book of 
Mozilla, the Netscape mascot! 

Take special relish in viewing Marc Andreessen'.s picture, by 
the way; he'.s the guy who, when Netscape'.s stock became avail­
able on the open market, became a billionaire overnight. At the 
age of twenty 

Netscape's Emergency l<eystrokes 

As far as most of the world knows, the only way Lo move 
around in the World Wide Web using Netscape is (a) type a 
Web page's address into the Go To box al the top of the screen, 
or (b) click buttons and underlined phrases on the Web pages 
themselves. 

But when you're bored, or panicked, or in a hurry, try one of 
these emergency keystrokes that telepon you to special, pre­
selected Web pages. 

1. While pressing the Control and Option keys, type a W. 
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I'll bet Ross Perot never knew it was so easy to get to the 
White House. 

2. While pressing Control and Option, type the letter F. 

Now this is an important page: the Fish Cam. Every few sec­
onds, this picture of somebodys aquarium is updated, so that you 
always know the exact position of each fish therein. 

The Easter Egg Hall of Classic Greats 

MacsBug is a piece of free Apple software, downloadable from America 
Online or the Internet It's just about the most technically intimidating 

program ever written. 

What it stands for is Motorola Advanced Computer Systems 

Debugger. What it does is let programmers debug their work and 
muck around in the deepest, most central organs of the Macintosh 

circuitry. When it comes to Easter eggs, MacsBug-viewable Easter 

eggs are the most devious and difficult to access of any on earth. 

If you're technically inclined, especially courageous, or just fool­

hardy, you can try to find these yourself. Download MacsBug, install 

it by dropping its icon on your System folder, and restart the com­

puter-then read on. If you're anyone else, perhaps you'll enjoy 
merely reading about these most buried of treasures. 
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Here's how to make MacsBug's hideous, code-filled screen appear: 

While pressing the Command key on your keyboard, press the 

power key. By typing special codes, you can jump to a particular 

place in the computer code, to see what's been left behind by the 

programmer for other programmers to find. The messages differ 

according to your Mac model. 

To get out of the screen full of computery gobbledygook, by the 

way, just type the letter G, press Return, and you'll be deposited 

back in whatever you were doing. 

The MacsBug Author Screen: Once you've made the MacsBug screen 

appear, type DV and press Return. You'll see the secret credits of 

the guys who wrote MacsBug itself. Only one question: When these 
guys were writing the MacsBug debugger, what did they use for 

debugging IP. 

Mac SE/30: If you have this particular model, make the MacsBug 

screen appear, type G £81000 into MacsBug (those are zeroes), and 

press Return. You'll see the secret Macintosh SE/30 Engineering Hall 

of Fame screen. 

Mac /lei or Mac llsi: In the MacsBug screen, type DMA 4086E(q8 

999 (if it's a llcO or OMA 4086Fo88 20 (if it's a llsO and press 
Return (those are all zeroes). You'll get to see the hidden message: 

SO . • . WHAT ARE YOU STARING AT? 
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Quadra 840AV: Into the debugger screen, type OMA 40811FE8 240 

and press Return. You'll get a huge swath of credits for "The Super 
Rom™ Super Team," including thankzzz to all who contributed to 

past ROMs and system 7.x. 

While you've got the debugger running, try OMA F9A4D4 100 (to 
see the thrilling message Barf, no more empty queue elements­

LeakWatchinm. Or type OMA E5EB3E 100 for more typically 
inside-jokey Apple credits: Peace, Cow Boys, Frogs, Sayonara, 

Krisprolls, Vikings, Reindeer, Bowler Hats, Spaghetti, Bankers, 

Chocolate, Aussies, and so on. 

Performa 6115CO: Type OMA JA091 50 or OMA 3£4F1 50 into the 
MacsBug screen. You' ll arrive at the none-too-cheerful message Of' 
McDonald had a Farm . . . It's also a bitch, then you die tool 

If that's a little too depressing, type OMA 013E1 999, OMA 

EA811 999, OMA EB111 999, or OMA 40A98202 999 (the text 
changes locations so it should be around those addresses 
listed) to see an enormous list of inside Apple jokes. They 
range from such thigh-slappers as THE NASTIEST, GNARL/EST, 

TEXT TOOL AROUND and HER FLOWING HAIR INSPIRED US ALL 

to WOULDN'T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT THE POWDERED 

TOAST MAN and THE MOST COMPLEX THING EVER 

INVENTED. 
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PowerMac 7500: Once the MacsBug screen is up, type OMA 

00034FC0 (and press Return) for the unexpected message: Hey, put 

this in ROM for real! 

Merlin the Photoshop Magician 

Merlln llues I 

ll Begone J 

If you Lhink Photoshop 3.0 Lhrough 4 .0 is pure 
magic, you're right. Now you can prove il. 

1. From the Windows menu, move your mouse 
down to Palettes; from the submenu that pops out, 
choose either Show Layers, Show Channels, or Show 

Paths. 

The Layers, Channels, and PaLhs paleu e 
appears o n your screen , if iL wasn't Lhere already. Nole the righL­
pointing Lriangle in the upper righl corner of the liule window. 
It's a pop-up menu . 

2. While pressing the Option key, click the little pop-up 

menu/triangle and hold the mouse button down. 

A pop-up menu appears . 

3. From the pop-up menu, choose Palette Options. 
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Your reward is one of the most charming dialog boxes in all 
of Macdom. Not only is Merlin himself adorable, but Lhe buuon 
to dismiss Lhe dialog box is one all dialog boxes should have: 
Begone! 

The Easter Egg Hall of Classic Greats 

The logo for Finale, the best-selling sheet music program for the 

Mac, was, for years, a stylish Art Deco silhouette of a conductor in 

tuxedo, baton raised high over his head in mid-fiery-downbeat. You 

could almost hear the Art Deco orchestra he must have been con­
ducting. 

Apparently he grew tired of holding his arm over his head for all 

those years in Finale's About box, however. In version 2 of the pro­

gram, if you waited for thirty seconds, Mr. Conductor logo not only 

dropped his upheld arm-he finally disgustedly stepped down off 

his Art Deco silhouetted podium and walked away, leaving the 

About box empty! 

Alas, programmer Phil Farrand's masterpiece Easter egg was removed 

from version 3 of the program - along with the 45K of animation code 
it added to the program! 
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Photoshop Transient Witticisms™ 

This Easter egg, while not exactly dripping with interactivity or 
mullimedia, squeaks into this book by virtue of its funniness 
alone. To make it work, you need some version of Photoshop 3.0. 

1. Choose About Photoshop from the Apple menu. 

2 . Wait 
After a moment, credits will begin to scroll up the screen . 

They get funnier as the list goes on; at the very end of the list, your 
name appears, and you get thanked for being "one of our favorite 
customers." 

3. Watch the space just below the Photoshop graphic. 
In this space you'll see a virtual stand-up routine typed out, 

joke after joke-a total of 130 hilarious Generation X pop culture 
one-liners. There are references to David Letterman ("Hey, every­
body! I'm not wearing pants!"), The Simpsons (" 'A tense work 
environment is a productive work environment.' - M. Burns"), 
Star Trek ("Ensign-pursue that vessel at Ludicrous Speed!"), Star 
Wars ("These aren't the droids we're looking for"), Ren & Stimpy 
("You EE-diot!"), Monty Python ("Brought Lo you by the Ministry of 
Silly Walks."), Spinal Tap ("Lt has dials that go to eleven. "), and the 
life of the programmer (" 'This filter i.s better than sex! Not that I 
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could actually tell ... ' -unknown engineer") . You'll be chuckling 
away for five minutes or more. Eventually, you'll even see what the 
programmers call this liule display: Adobe Transient WiuicismsTM. 

Photoshop's Multiple-About-Box 
Personalit 

You already know, having read 
Photoshop's Transient Witti­
cismsTM, about stand-up com­
edy monologue. You may not 
know, however, about Photo­
shop's dueling About boxes. 

1. Choose About Photoshop from the Apple menu. 
Nothing unusual here, Officer. lt '.s About Box Number One. 

2. Click to dismiss the box. This time, choose About Photoshop 
while holding down the Option key. 

But-gasp!-it's a completely d ifferent About box! Knoll 
Software? Who's that? 

3. Click to dismiss that box. Finally, choose About Photoshop 
while holding down the Command key. 
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It's About Box Number Three. Adobe ... Knoll Software ... 
Tiger Mountain Soflware ... Who wrote this thing, anyway? 

The Word 6 Forbidden Credit 

As noted in the Introduction, its official Microsoft policy never to 
credit its programmers. Since this decree came down from the 
Richest Man Alive Himself, Bill Gates, you can appreciate that 
putting Easter eggs into Microsoft programs is a somewhat more 
daring act than it would be at other software companies. 

As a result, this Easter egg in Word 6 has one of the most con­
voluted and nonsensical "triggers" in history. And now the word is 
out. 

1. Create a new Word 6 document. On the new blank screen, 
type T3! (including the exclamation point). 

And what does TJ! mean? The world may never know. 

2. Highlight your T3! and make it bold. 
For example, click the big fat letter B on the light gray toolbar. 

3. From the Format menu, choose Autoformat. Click OK, then 
click Accept 

Told you this would be convoluted. 
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4. From the Apple menu, choose About Microsoft Word. 

The very non-secret, non-interesting About box appears. 

5. Click the Microsoft Word icon in the About box. 

The screen goes black . .. thunder rumbles somewhere . .. and, 
before your very eyes, a scroll ing list crawls up the screen in preLLy 
colored lettering. In the list are the names Bill Gates swore would 
never appear in one of his products-programmers! 

Word 6's Other Forbidden Credit 

just to get Bill Gates really mad, the Word 6 programmers didn't 
stop with a mere scrolling list of credits. They also pulled off this 
little stunt: 

1. Create a new Word 6 document Type the word zzzz. 
You have to put four Zs. Three won't work, and five is right out. 

2. Spell-check your document 
Word flags the word "zzzz" as incorrectly spelled, all right. But 

check out what it suggests as the correctly spelled equivalent: sex! 
"Sex" = uzzzz"? Only from the minds of Microsoft. 
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The Secret Quark Programmer Photos 

Considering Quark, lnc. 's reputation for surliness and hostility 
toward its customers, it's a wonder the employees would want 
to show their faces. Still, a few programmers took that bold 
step. 

1 . Launch QuarkXPress 3-point-something. Choose About 
QuarkXPress from the Apple menu. 

The Environment dialog box appears. 

2. While pressing Command, Option, and Shift keys, hold the 
mouse down anywhere in the dialog box. 

There they are: four manly portraits of four manly program­
mers. The Louvre it ain't, but it's better than nothing. 

PowerPoint 4.0 

This Easter egg won't blow your socks off. But anything from 
Microsoft, as we know, represents a bold strike of defiance against 
Big Brother Bill Gates, so it's worth documenting. 

1. From the Apple menu, choose About PowerPoint. 
The usual Microsoft info screen appears. 
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2. Click the PowerPoint logo in the upper left comer of the box. 

Aha-so that's whos responsible! 

WriteNow 4.0 

WriteNow isn't the worlds most popular word processor; in fact , 
it's not even sold anymore. But for years, it was beloved by a select 
few hundred thousand because of its clean design , fast response, 
and delightful Easter egg. 

1. Choose About WriteNow from the Apple menu. 
The boring About box appears. 

2. While pressing Option, click anywhere in the About box. 

Suddenly, an army of miniature animated workmen run onto 
the screen, grab the letters of the programmers' names, and 
rearrange them to spell out the names of other people who helped 
with the program. And don't miss the bulldozer, whose job it is to 

crush the copyright notice. 

Retrospect 3.0 

Dantz Development's Retrospect is the best-selling backup pro-
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REnlOSPECT &- REnosPECT REMOTE 

si.tus \ Lf9•1 \ c~odlt• \ 

II 
Robert Edwin Pe11ry 

Arctic Explorer 
1856-1920 

gram for the Mac. In version 3.0, code-named "Peary," a history 
lesson lurks-if you know how Lo find iL. 

1. From the Apple menu, choose About Retrospect 

ln Lhe resulLing window, Lhere are three folderlike "Labs" to 
choose from. If you click the Credits tab, you get a three-minute dis­
play of scrolling programmers' names, not panicularly breathtaking. 

2. Option-click the Credits tab. 

Instead of credits , you see the handsome mug of Sir Robert 
Edwin Peary, Arctic explorer. And if you wait long enough, his 
head will scroll off the screen, to be replaced by a complete 
scrolling history book chapter aboUL his life and accomplish­
ments! So that's where the code name came from ... 
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The Easter Egg Hall of Classic Greats 

It's a damed shame, really, that Apple's eWorld on-line service went 
out of business in early 1996. Not because it was a terrific service­
it wasn't, at least not compared to America Online's vast offerings. 

No, eWorld was adorable primarily because of its Easter egg. 

The famous Town Square was the first thing you saw when you 
signed onto the service. It looked like a sunny, happy land, 
filled with little Weeble people walking among sunny, happy 

buildings. 

But if you clicked the mouse in the extreme upper left corner of this 
welcome screen, day turned to night-and a starry sky replaced the 
bright sunshine of the normal screen! 

Apple Internet Dialer 

As mentioned in the previous chapter, Apple's Internet 
Connection Kit is a painless, easy way to sign up for Internet ser­
vice. It's also a painless, easy way to savor some of Apple's best 
Easter eggs. 

The software program called Apple Internet Dialer is the one 
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that puts the little thin strip of dialing info at the lower left corner 
of your screen-the one with the Dial button. Its most prominent 
graphic is a little picture of a globe with a Mac next to it. Turns 

out this little graphic is a veritable Easter egg basket. 

1. Click the Macintosh icon in the main window. 
Its right eye blinks! 

2. Option-click the Mac icon for Easter egg #2. 

Across the tiny Mac'.s monitor, a message runs by, bearing a 
cryptic credit: The other Ron managed the whole thing and Steve was 
seen somewhere in the vicinity ... 

3. While pressing Contro~ click the Mac icon to see Easter egg #3. 
This time, the message on the Mac'.s monitor says: Ron, Abe, 

Cyrus, and Mike founcl the bugs so you clon'l have to! What a group of 
guys!! 

For the record: Thanks, Ron, Abe, Cyrus, and Mike. 

4- While pressing Command, click the Mac icon for Easter egg #4-
Yet another message on the Mac'.s miniature monitor: Welcome 

To The Internet. From: Rick(rreynold@rockstar:com) & Gary 
(ga1yaiki@crl.com). 

This is your chance to send E-mail to some actual Easter egg 
authors! 
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5. Click the little Mac while pressing both Command and 
Control. It's Easter egg #s! 

This time, you find oul that the Apple PR machine has suck­
ered you in: The marhctingfolhs, Lance, Richard, Beth and Lynn. You 
bought this, so they done good! 
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The Easter Egg Hall of Classic Greats 

Considering the difficulty of embedding Easter eggs in Microsoft 

products, the fact that Excel version 3 had such an impressive show 

is all the more amazing. As usual in Microsoft programs, though, 

the trigger was hopelessly complex. 

You were supposed to choose Style from the Format and type excel. 
Then you had to choose About Excel from the Apple menu and click 

the Excel logo. 

Next, you were to press Command-right arrow and Command-down 

arrow, to highlight the very last cell in the spreadsheet; make the 
row height and column width both zero; click the down and right 

scroll-bar arrows until no cells at all were showing; and finally, click 

the upper left comer of the window. 

Your reward for all this? An unbelievable animation involving a 

huge foot descending on the icon of hapless rival lotus 1-2-3-and 

crushing it! 
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Microsoft Word 4 

Microsoft never was known for its originality . .. 

1. Choose About Microsoft Word from the Apple menu. 

The extremely uninteresting About box appears. 

2 . Command-click the Word icon. 

Holy smokes! You get the names, not of the programmers, but 
of the testers! 

Microsoft Word 5 

Preferences 

BackCourt 

Mark M. 
Bartley H 

Caroline W. 

Doug T. 
Even c. 

Jennifer P 
Mall S 
Maura R. 
Nel son M. 
Nick W. 

The Great Macintosh Easter Egg Hunt 

Actually, this 
Easter egg lurks 
in all versions 
of Word 5, in­
cluding 5.1, 
5. la, and so on. 



1. While pressing Command and Shift, choose Preferences from 

the Tools menu. 
What appears to be the usual Preferences dialog box appears, 

complete with scrollable icons down the left side of the window. 

2. Scroll down to the bottom of the icon list; nestled near the 
bottom, you'll see a new icon called Credits. Click it for a few 

screens of scrolling credits. 

Sometimes you have to repeal these two steps before the 
balky Credits icon will show up. 

Anyway, it's worth noting that (a) these credits scroll 
weirdly-up to the top, then away to the sides; (b) these credits 
are multicolored , as in most Microsoft Mac programs; and (c) 
these credits don't mention the programmers' last names. 

Can you say, "Bill Gates doesn't like Easter eggs"? 

The Easter Egg Hall of Classic Greats 

One of the very first Mac software Easter eggs was also one of the 
raciest 

It was nestled in one of the original graphics programs, MacPaint 

2.0, and when it was revealed, the program's staid corporate 
owner-Claris-was horrified. 
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You see, if you pressed the Tab key and Space bar at the moment 
you chose About MacPaint from the Apple menu, the screen 
would fill with a surprising full-window painting-of a nude 

woman, striped like a zebra. (The painting, for those scoring at 
home, was a scan of an image by erotic artist Olivia de 
Berardinis.) 

Not wishing to be accused of purveying erotic software, Claris 
caught the programmers red-handed and demanded that the 
provocative image be removed. As a result. only early copies of 
MacPaint 2 .0 contain the Easter egg; subsequent versions offer 
nothing so titillating. 

RAM Doubler's Programmers' Credo 

It's not much of a secret that the Two Basic Food Groups for pro­
grammers are Pizza and Caffeine. 1f you own Connectix Corp.'s 
RAM Doubler, however, that secret is out for good. 

1. Highlight the icon of a "PowerPC-native" program. 

How do you know if a particular program is "PowerPC 
native"? Well, its box probably bears a sticker saying accelerated for 
PowerPC. Recent versions of Excel (version 5 or later) , Word (6), 
ClarisWorks (4), FileMaker (3), SimpleText, and Photoshop (3) 
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are some examples. (Word 5 and older versions of those other 
programs aren't PowerPC-native.) 

2. While pressing Command and Option, choose Get Info from 
the Rte menu. 

The usual Get Info box appears. Well, it's almost the usual 
one. At the bottom of the box is RAM Doubler's contribution 
to popular health guidelines: Note: Sleep is a poor subst.ilule for 
caffeine! 

3. Open some other window and move it in front of the Get Info 
window. Then move the other window away again. 

Amazingly, RAM Doubler's cute little comment is gone! It's a 
11eeting little guy; one minute, its there-the next, it's been replaced 
by the usual Get Info box note about using virtual memory. 

Stufflt's Patriotic Streak 

Stufflt Deluxe, the popular file-compression program from 
Aladdin, came with a terrific feature beginning with version 4 .0: 
lt lets you open a compressed folder directly in the Finder, with­
out having to launch the Stufflt program, as you had to in previ­
ous versions. The real value of this feature , though, isn't the time 
savings-its the Easter egg. 

Popular Programs 113 



114 

[!Iii! Downloads .sit C •J. 
I ;:p1,..,,. 12K ustd on C.K>intt 61 .7M .a 

1. From your Apple menu, choose 
Control Panels. Double-cUck the one called 

Date & Time. 
....,,... 

Stufflt Browsf't' ~ 
HIPP'jlnd~•l»oj . 

Stufflt 8nwnr ts cop\ld9MC> 
I 996 Al..idln SojstflN, lno. 
SoOv .-t wrltt.n b\I VictOf' Tan . 

• 13 ~II 

Date & Time comes with System 7 or 
later. (Of course, you could j ust wait until 
July 4 or December 25 rolls around. This is 
the easy way.) 

2. Change the date to July 4 or 
December 25. 

The year doesn't matter. 

3. Close the control panel. Now double-click a Stufflt file on 
your desktop. 

It opens into what looks like a normal folder window, show­
ing all the files inside. Look at the upper left comer of the win­
dow, though: There's a little graphic surprise for you! (If it's July 4, 
you get a tiny Oag; if it's December 25, you get- what else?- a 
Christmas tree.) 

4. For added joy, choose Show Balloons from the ? menu. Point 
to the little flag (or the little Christmas tree). 

As though the graphic weren't enough, you now gel an appro­
priate holiday greeting in the little balloon. 
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CH APTER 7 

Messages from Beyond 

S ometimes it seems too easy to bury an Easter egg some­
place where the average Mac user can find it. Sometimes 

it seems too easy even to bury it where the average Mac user can 
only find it using ResEdit, as explained in Chapter 5. ln fact, 
sometimes a programmer's only happy if the secret credi ts are 
embedded in the program code itself 

Now, this kind of all-text credit might seem vinually impossible 
for we mere mortals to pry open, but that's not the case. You can read 
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such messages if you have the proper tools: a high-powered word 
processor, such as Microsoft Word or WordPerfect, Can Opener, or 
various shareware programs. The instructions below explain the 
procedure. 

How to Read the Text That Lurks in Any 
Software Alive 

You can read the secret messages in ordinary-looking software in 
any of three ways. Ways # 2 and # J require, I warn you, somewhat 

more technical effort. 

Way #1: Get your hands on a high-powered word processor pro­

gram like Microsoft Word or WordPerfect (ClarisWorks won't work.) 

In Word, while pressing the Shift key, choose Open from the File 

menu. You'll be shown the usual Open What File? box, this time 

showing every single file on your Mac; when you open one, you'll 

get a lot of gobbledygook-but you'll also see whatever secret 

messages are there. In WordPerfect, the process is much the same; 

just be sure, when you choose Open from the File menu, that the 

File Type pop-up menu says All Documents. 

Way #2: Make a copy of whatever it Is you're trying to root around 
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in. (Click on it once, then choose Duplicate from the File menu.) For 

convenience, drag your duplicate file to the desktop. 

From America Online or the Internet, download a program called 

???->TEXT. (That's really what it's calledO Use its Open command to 

open whatever file you're after; following a minute of furious 

scrolling on the window, you can save the result as a text file (in 

the Convert menu) that you can open with any word processor 

(ClarisWorks, whatever). 

Way #3: Use a program that can change the invisible type code 

of a file. Such programs include things you can download from 

America Online or the Internet: ResEdit (use the Get File/Folder 

Info command in the File menu); MacSnoop (use the Get 

Information command in the File menu); File Buddy; or any simi­

lar program. 

Once you have such a program in hand, duplicate the file you're 

trying to crack open (again, use the Finder's Duplicate command). 

Use your utility program to change the four-letter type code of the 

duplicated file to TEXT. Once you've done so, you can open the file 

with any word processor. 
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The OS Fortune Cookie Saga, Part I 

Its the oldest gag in Lhe hills. You're at a Chinese resLaurant. 
Fortune cookies are handed oul. One of your buddies reads his 
fortune; everyone smiles. His date reads hers; ah, anOLher good 
one. But when you peer at yours, you pretend Lo read, with alarm 
in your voice: "Help , help! l'm being held prisoner inside a 
Chinese fortune cookie factory!" 

The software gurus at Apple have taken that old joke one 
step-no, four steps-farther. Embedded in the software 
of the System suitcase fil e, in your System folder, is a simi­
lar secret message; and, hilariously, this secret plaint has 
grown and developed with each new version of the operating 
system. To wit: 

1 . System 6: Use your text reader to open the System suitcase 
file. 

The System file, incidentally, is inside your System folder. 
There, among the other programmery codes, is a message: 

Help! Help! We're being held prisoner in a system software fac­
tory! 

2. System 7 or System 7.1: Use your text reader to open this 
System suitcase file. 
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Over time, the plight of the captives has changed slightly. 
Now it says, Help! Help! We're still being held prisoner in a system 
software factory ! 

3. System 7.5 and later: Once again, use your text reader to 

open the System file. 

Apparently, the passage of time has muddled the pronoun­
it's "he" this time, instead of "we": Help! Help! He's STILL being held 
prisoner in a system software factory! 

just beneath, you'll find a complete list of System 7.5 
programmers under the heading Also serving time. If you're 
using System 7.5.3 , you'll find several clusters of names, each 
grouped under the appropriate version heading: Serving time 
for System 7.5.1 cri mes, Serving time for System 7.5.2 crimes, and 
so on. 

Wh ile you're at it: If you scroll down in this System 7.5 
System file's text window, you'll find some secret credits for THE 
CASI These credits feature some tantalizing job descriptions­
including Underpaid Process Dude, Animal Handlers, Potato Latke 
Chef, Beermeisters, and Slackers. 

Theres also one non-programmer listed-Tristan Famon. 
How'd he get in there? As the file tells you, its because he paid us 
ten bucks. Who knew it was so easy to get your name into Apple 
software? 
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And finally, elsewhere in Lhe rile, a sweet liule noLe embedded 

in the heart of your System file: Will the last person to leave please 
turn out the lights? 

The OS Fortune Cookie Saga, Part 11 

When you insLall Apples SysLem 7.5 Update 2.0, you turn your 
copy of System 7.5 (or System 7.5. 1, or System 7.5.2) into a fully 
accredited version of System 7.5.3. 

In the process, a new file gets dumped into your System 
folder. lts called System Update 2.0. Unbeknownst to you, inside 
it is the happy ending to the "prisoners in a system software fac­
tory" saga- a surprise twist that makes all the suffering seem 
worthwhile. 

1. Make sure your Mac has System 7.5.3 installed. 
To verify this important point, choose About This Macintosh 

from under your Apple menu. 

2. Use your text reader to open your System folder; open the 
file within it called System Update 2.0. 

There it is, right at the top: the final chapter of the "Help! 
Help!" saga: 

Mercenaiies hit the factory and freed the prisoners. 
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Hurrah! 
But that's not all the entertainment quotient in this update 

file. Scroll down a tad , and you'll find additional programmers' 
names, listed by category: On contract, Freed, armed, and danger­
ous, Released before the ra id, and Fllgitives, followed by the gangs 
inspirational credo: Who dares wins. 

Hey, when does the movie come out? 

Th-th-th-that's All HyperCard, Folks! 

Every Mac comes with an Apple Extras folder. Almost always, 
inside it , theres a HyperCard Player folder. (HyperCard is a $200 
program from Claris that lets you create your own mini-software 
programs; HyperCard Player is a free program that can run other 
peoples HyperCard creations.) 

What few people realize, however, is that every HyperCard 
document (called a "HyperCard stack") ends with the same sign­
off message-in Swedish. 

1. Using a text reader, open any HyperCard stack. 

For example, your copy of HyperCard Player probably came 
with a couple stacks called Home, Addresses, and What is 
HyperCard? 
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2. Scroll down to the very end. 
The very last words of your text document are always Nu iir det 

slut ... , which actually has nothing to do with loose women. Thats 
a common phrase in Swedish that means--"Thats all , folks! " 
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CH APTER 8 

Hardware Heaven 

You don't actually hear much about Easter eggs in equip­
ment. It probably isn't easy to conceal much of anything 

from your supervisors in a hunk of plastic and metal. Imagine 
how few trigger possibilicies there'd be-you can'c exaccly hold 
down the Option key while clicking your printei: 

Still, hardware Easter eggs have a proud tradition all their 
own, from the signatures etched into the plascic case of the very 
first Macintosh models (see Chapter 1) to the "Wheres Elvis?" 
game of the Newton. May you find them all. 
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A-Maze-In' StyleWriter II 

For six years, the StyleWiiter ll was Americas most popular 
Macintosh printer. 1f you've got one sitting around, you probably 
never suspected its ability to generate printed games for you to play. 

1. Unplug the StyleWriter. While pressing its Power button, 
plug it back in; keep the Power button pressed for 15 more seconds. 

No lights or sounds will emerge from the printer; for all you 
know, it's completely dead. 

2 . Release the Power button, then press it again until the 

printer starts to print 
And print it will-a fun maze for you and the kids Lo solve! 

The StyleWriter II Whodunit 

OK, technically, this isn't a hardware Easter egg at all-it lurks in 
the software that conirols the hardware-but this seemed like the 
right p lace to bring it up. 

1. From the Apple menu, choose Chooser. Make sure that the 
StyleWriter II icon is selected. Close the Chooser window. 

If one of those irrelevant dialog boxes appears , just click OK. 
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2 . Launch some program, such as a word processor. From the 
File menu, choose Page Setup. 

The Page Setup dialog box appears. 

3. While pressing Option, click the version number near the top. 
The secret programmers' credit screen appears. Who knew?! 

The StyleWriter Test Page 

This one works with any model StyleWriter. Technically, it's only 
a test page, but since it's truly a hidden credits screen, it qualifies 
as an Easter egg. 

1. Turn off the printer. Then hold down the Power button until 
the printer starts printing. 

Depending on your model, the machine may prim out a pic­
ture of itself, a version number, or an Apple credit. 

Huzza for the Apple CD-ROM 

If your Mac has an external CD-ROM drive, get ready for one of 
the strangest Easter eggs yet. Make sure the CD-ROM software 
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AppleCD 3DD Plus 

Driuer: Clinton 
Orlue: Norman, Chr is, Keuln, and Aki 
Factory Tests: Randy 
Players: Dnue, Sam and Edgur 
Pest Con trol: Ben and Mnrk 
Aerer ees: Debbie 11nd In-Yung 
Rules Commltee: Bob, Henry, and Nick 
Team Doctor: Paul 
Key Grip: !Iner 
Status Compilation: Mnurice 
Poster Glrl: Paul11 
lots o• StuH: Cast or Dozens 

n Huzza ! )J 

components (the extensions 
called Apple CD-ROM , Foreign 
File Access, and so on) are nes­
Lled safely in your Extensions 
folder. 

1. Shut down the Mac. Tum 
it on again, keeping the keys C 
and D pressed. 

Sooner or later, you'll see 
one of Apples wiuier secreL 
crediLS screens; to continue the 
sLartup process, click the only 

Huzza! bunon you'll ever see in your life. 

The Easter Egg Hall of Classic Greats 

Alas, the golden age of hardware Easter eggs was the 1980s, when 
almost every Mac model contained a surprising little secret in its 

circuitry. 

Take the early Macintosh SE models, for example. On their left 
side, along the vents, was a pair of plastic buttons known as the 
Reset and Interrupt switches. If you pressed the SE's Interrupt 

The Great Macintosh Easter Egg Hunt 



switch, marked by a broken circle, a blank mysterious dialog box 

appeared on your screen. If you typed G 41D89A and pressed 

Return, you'd see a slide show of photos of the Mac's designers on 

the screen! 

If you're lucky enough to have access to an old Mac llci, you can 

try one of the great ones. Set the clock to 9/20/89, which happens 

to be the date this model was introduced. Set the monitor to 256 

Colors in the Monitors control panel. Restart the Mac with four keys 

pressed: Command, Option, C, and I. Your reward for all this fool­

ishness: a full-color photo of the computer's designers! (If you have 

llfx, this trick works equally well-but make the date 3/19/90 and 

restart while pressing Command-Option-F-X.) 

The Chimes of Doom 

The Chimes of Doom don't exist to bestow glory on a program­
mer, like most Easter eggs. But they do demonstrate some of the 
Apple crews sickest humor. 

You hear these dreaded sounds when something is deeply, 
horribly, electrically wrong with your Macintosh-for example, 
when one of your RAM chips has gone bad. 

The really perverse thing is that the Chimes of Doom themselves 
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sound quite cheerful. For example, Mac II-class machines play Lhe 
four separate notes of a happy little A-major chord. LC-class Macs 
play a flULe solo; Quadra AVs play a drum solo; and so on. Only a 
Power Macs Chimes of Doom do justice to the sou~ds' meaning: You 
hear the digitized recording of a horrifying car crash, complete wilh 
tires screaming and glass shattering all over the street. 

Fortunately, you don't have to wait until disaster strikes just 
to hear your Macs Chimes of Doom. You can hear them any time 
you want, actually, like this: 

1. Tum off the computer. 

Now locale its lnterrupl button-one of two bunons side by 
side, usually on the lower side or front of the case. If you don't 
find any such pea-sized bunons, then your Mac uses a keystroke 
as the Interrupt button: Command-Power buuon (Lhat is, the key 
on your keyboard with a triangle on it). 

2. Turn the Mac back on. Immediately afterward, press the 
Interrupt button or keystroke. 

You have to hit the button/keystroke before the monitor even 
lights up, or this won't work. 

If il does work, you'll know it right away: The sound of the 
Chimes of Doom will fill your home or office. 

To get on with your !if e, restart Lhe computer again normally. 
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(For mosl Macintosh models, Command-Comrol-Power buuon 
reslans lhe machine.) 

The Easter Egg Hall of Classic Greats 

We all know that a modem is a communications tool. But who knew 
it could actually speak? 

Back when the original Apple Fax modem-circa 1988-was the 

rage, its owners could enjoy one of the world's only spoken Easter 
eggs. If you turned the thing on while pressing the button on its 
face, the modem would beep three times. That's your cue. If you 

pressed that front panel button three times, matching exactly the 

rhythm of the modem's three beeps, you were rewarded by the 

modem's speaking the first names of the engineers who designed 

it: "Peter . • • Alan •• . Neal." 
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CH APTER 9 

Find Your Own Darned 
Easter Eggs 

The sobering fact is that this book contains only the Easter 
eggs that have been found! The mind boggles to consider 

the dozens or hundreds that still lie undiscovered on our hard 
drives al this very moment. 

After reading this book, you should be equipped to set out on 
your own Easter egg hunt with excellent prospects. Just remem­
ber the four most likely places to find lurking Easter eggs: 
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In the About Box 

In almost every Mac program alive, the first command under the 
Apple menu is About Photoshop, or About ClarisWorks, or About 
... whatever-your-program's-name-is. It~ a common hiding place 
for Easter eggs, particularly if you click in graphically significant 
places, and particularly if you're holding down various combina­
tions of keys. 

The Help screens are also good places to check. 

In the Balloon Help 

As noted in Chapter 4 , you can't go wrong by choosing Show 
Balloons from the? or Help menu on your screen and pointing to 

everything you see on the screen . The contents of your Extensions 
and Control Panels folders are especially ripe with potential, but 
funny or Easter egg-friendly balloon messages may lurk any­
where. 
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In the ResEdit Icons 

Chapter 5 introduced you to the concept of prowling through 
software's guts using the free Apple program called ResEdit. 
Rooting around in the liule resource icons is perfectly safe as long 
as you don't use the Save command, ever. 

During Startup 

A very few Easter eggs, such as the QuickTime slide show 
described in Chapter 1, are only accessible while the Mac is start­
ing up, and only appear if you're holding down certain keys. 
These are tougher to stumble upon, of course, but so satisfying 
when you do! 

What Next 

Once you find new Easter eggs, by the way, your humble author 
stands ready to publish them and spread their (and your) fame­
in future editions of this book, perhaps, or even in a sequel. Send 
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me E-mail al lnternet address Pogue@aol.com, or send paper mail 
to me in care of lhe publisher. 

Programmers of lhe world, lhank you for taking the time and 
effort to bury so much treasure in your "real" work. But beware: 
Thousands of us will now be hounding you, sniffing oul your 
Easter eggs, eager for more. 

Get clever, programmers; we're onto you. 
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