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Miscellaneous Tricks 

After entering your choices, click Cancel to close this dialog box without making 
changes, or click Save to update T ermites with the new settings. If you entered any 
invalid values, they are automatically changed to the minimum or maximum when 
you click Save. C lose the control panel itself by clicking its close box in the upper 
left corner, or pressing Command-W . Your changes don 't take effect until the next 
t ime your victim restarts the Mac. 

Compatibility Notes 
Termites works under System 6 and System 7. 

Contacting the Programmer 
T ennites was written specifically for this book and is copyright 199 3 , 
Andrew Welch. leon courtesy of Dave Schutz of Alikchi Graphics. 

Andrew Welch 
Ambrosia 
P.O. Box 23140 
Rochester, NY 14692,3140 

(716) 427,2577 
(716) 475,9289 fax 

America Online: AmbrosiaSW 
AppleLink: Ambrosia.SW 
CompuServe: 73424,1226 



Network Tricks 
The last two tricks covered in this section don 't require networked Macs, 
but it's not nearly as much fun fooling yourself as it is torturing your victims 
from afar. Think of these as computerized equivalents of flushing the toilet 
to scald that special someone in your life who just so happens to be taking a 
shower elsewhere in the house. With NetDino you can set an animated 
dinosaur on a screaming rampage across the screens of everybody connected 
to the network. And Radiation lets you reach out across the network to 
make an alert box appear on your victim's screen with whatever messages 
you want. The more bizarre, the better. 





NetDino & StartDino 
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•••• 
wth the NetDino extension installed on a group of networked Macs, you can 
inflict a rampaging dinosaur on your coworkers or schoolmates (see figure 32.1 ). If 
you thought Jurassic Park was cool, you ain't seen nothin' yet. 

Figure 32.1 NetDino lets out a ferocious roar as it stomps across the screen. 
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Installing NetDino 
Install the NetOino extension on as many networked Macs as possible. To install 
NetOino on a Mac, just drag it into the System Folder on your victim's startup 
volume. Under System 7, an alert box appears explaining that the file belongs in 
the Extensions folder. Click OK and let the Finder put it in the right place. Then 
choose Restart from the Finder's Special menu to complete the installation. 

Make sure your victim's Mac has its volume turned up loud enough in the Sound 
control panel for the roaring dino to be audible. To do so, open the Sound control 
panel (see figure 32.2) by double-clicking its icon under System 7, or choosing the 
Control Panel desk accessory from the Apple menu under System 6. 

Speaker 
Volume 

7-
6 
5-
4-
3-
2 -
1 -
0 -

Microphones 

Alert Sounds 

Droplet 
Indigo 
Quack 

Sosumi 
Wild Eep 

Rdd ... 

...• ~~ 

111111111 MacRecorder 

[ Remoue ] 

Figure 32.2 The Sound control panel looks different under System 6. 

Move the Speaker Volume slider until you can clearly hear the beep, then close the 
control panel. 

Repeat this process with as many networked Macs as you can manage without 
getting caught. 

To deinstall NetDino, remove it from the System Folder and restart. 
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Using NetDino 
Once NetDino has been installed on a number of networked Macs, launch StartDino 
on your Mac by double-clicking its icon. 

In the dialog box that appears (see figure 32.3 ), choose a network zone from 
the left-hand scroll box (if you don't have zones, click the asterisk that appears 
instead). 

StartDino 

v!ac !let m 

(( Dinosize! B 

Figure 32.3 You must tell StartDino where to start. · 

Then choose a machine name from the right-hand scroll box. Now click Dinosize, 
and a rampaging dinosaur stomps across that Mac's screen, screaming at the top 
of its lungs. When it walks off the right-hand edge of the screen, it moves on to 
the next Mac on the network, and like the Energizer Bunny, "It keeps going and 

going and ... " unless one of your victims keeps the mouse button depressed as the 
dino exits the screen. 

Compatibility Notes 
NetDino works under System 6.0.5 and later, including System 7. To 
work under System 6.0.5, the victim's Mac must have the latest version 
of 32-bit QuickDraw and an 8-bit video card, otherwise the dinosaur 
doesn' t appear. However, you don't need color to run StartDino. 
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Contacting the Programmer 
NetDirw is copyright 1990-1993, Dean Yu ofCyberite Systems. 
Dinosaur courtesy of PhiU Simon of Axis Graphics . Icons courtesy of 
Mark Simmons. 

Address withheld by request. 
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Radiation & Trigger 

.,. .• + • 
Radiation & Trigger are a pair of fun programs which enable you to send 
mysterious error messages to other users across networks and have those messages 
appear as alert boxes on your victim's Mac screen. 

These programs were originally designed as a practical joke on software beta testers 
who would diligently write down every error that appeared on their screens, until 
the errors became so frequent and absurd that they'd get that "Candid Camera" kind 
of feeling, and the joke would be revealed. 

These programs got their names when Radiation was a one.-trick pony. Originally, 
Radiation just popped up a single warning (the default "Radiation Shield Failure" 
you still get in Trigger's window) on the victim's screen. When the programs got 
more sophisticated, programmer Peter Vanags was too lazy to change their names 
and icons to something more appropriate. 

Installing Radiation 
The Radiation extension is the receiver which patiently sits around in the back .. 
ground until it's time to display an alert box. These alert boxes come out of no.­
where, and look normal and convincing enough that your victim thinks the active 
program created the error message. 

To install Radiation, just drag it into the System folder on your victim's startup 
volume. An alert box appears explaining that the file belongs in the Extensions 
folder. Click OK and let the Finder put it in the right place. Then choose Restart 
from the Finder's Special menu to complete the installation. 
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T o de install Radiation, remove it from the System folder and restart. 

Before leaving your victim's Mac, choose Control Panels from the Apple menu. 
Then double,click the Sharing Setup control panel so that you can tum on Program 
Linking (see figure 33.1). 

=~ Sharin Setup 

[!g) Network Identity 

Owner Name: 

Owner Password : I 
~==~----------~ 

Macintosh Name : I Mac llci 

D File Sharing 
.~. 
· · , .... Status ............................................... ................................... -............ 1 

s t 0 p l l .~.;,l;:.;~;;,;.~,;;,~~~·~~;.,;~.~~~~~d.!.~.r;~;~~.~ .. ~.t.~~.~ ............... l 
~ Program linking 
· · , .... Status .......... ....................... .. .............. .. ... ......................... ................. 

1 
( S t 0 p J l Program linking. is on. Click Stop to prevent other l 

! users from lmkmg to your shar ed programs . 1 ....................................................... .. .. ............................................................. : 

Figure 33. 1 Program Linking must be turned on for Radiation to work . 

If it isn't already on, click Start to enable Program Linking (it may take a moment 
to start up). This makes the victim's Mac eligible to receive messages across the 
network. Click the close box or press Command-W to close the Sharing Setup 
control panel. 

Double-click the Users & Groups control panel, then Double-click the <Guest > 
icon so that you can change the privileges assigned to unregistered users (see figure 
33.2). 
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~Iii <Guest> 

LJ File Shoring 
~ 

~Allow guuts to connoct 

~ Progrum linking 

~ Allow guuts to link to programs 
on this Macintosh 

Figure 33.2 Guests must be given Program Linking privileges. 

Select the Program Linking checkbox. C lick the close box or press Command-W to 
close the window. If asked, click Save to make sure the changes for the <Guest> 
user are saved to disk. 

To complete the installation, choose Restart from the Finder's Special menu. 

Repeat these procedures for any other networked Macs to which you want to send 
messages. 

Installing Trigger 
Trigger is an application, and as such, it doesn't need to go anywhere special on 
your hard drive. Put it wherever you normally keep applications and utilities. 

Using Trigger 
Trigger is the sender. You type a message in the window of this simple application 
and seconds later the message appears in an a lert box on your victim's screen. You 
can send error alert boxes to yourself (a good idea when initially testing these 
programs), but it's not nearly as fun as sending them to other unsuspecting people. 

Launch Trigger by double-clicking its icon. 
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The Alert Sender window appears containing the following default message: "The 
radiation shield on your Macintosh has failed. Please step back 5 feet." The Send 
Alert button may be dimmed temporarily, but it becomes active within seconds (see 
figure33.3). 

Rlert Sender 

Message: 

n Send Rlert ... D 

Figure 33.3 You enter whatever message you want in Trigger's main window. 

If this isn't the message you want to send, highlight the text and enter a replace­
ment with up to six lines of 45 characters each. The radiation warning has actually 
frightened some na'ive users, who have run from their desks in a state of panic. Keep 
your victim's Mac experience in mind when composing messages, and be merciful. 
Start by putting up rather convincing errors (referring to things that tend to blow 
up a lot-every network has its own most popular software gremlins). Then create 
errors that get progressively sillier until you finally arrive at something completely 
absurd, such as the original radiation warning. Try not to laugh out loud as your 
victim gets more and more mystified by these errors. 

Once you have entered a satisfactory message, click Send Alert to present a dialog 
box (see figure 33.4 ). 
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Find a recipient for your alert message: 
Macintoshes Receiuers 

Mec llci 

'--------~0 ~!.....""""'"";:::::::::::::~~~~ 
[ Cancel l n OK B 

Figure 33.4 You must pick the Mac to which you are sending your message. 

The left-hand scroll box shows the names of those Macs on the network that are 
turned on. (If nothing appears, choose Chooser from the Apple menu and make 
sure Apple Talk is turned on. If there's still nothing, perhaps your victim's Mac isn't 
turned on or logged onto the network.) C lick the name of your victim's Mac. If 
Radiation is properly installed on their Mac, the right-hand scroll box should 
display Alert Receiver, which is the name given to Radiation. (Trigger should 
never put any ineligible receivers in the right-hand scroll box, so you needn't worry 
about sending an error alert to an application that doesn't know what to do with it.) 
Select Alert Receiver, then click OK to send your message. 

In a few seconds your message appears as an alert box on your victim's Mac (see 
figure 33.5). 
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The radiation shield on your Macintosh has failed. 
Please step back 5 feet. 

([ OK n 

Figure 33.5 Your message looks just like a real alert box. 

No matter what the message, nothing harmful really happens to your victim's Mac. 
A simple click dismisses the alert box. But by then, you may have already sent your 
victim another message just to keep things interesting ... 

• Compatibility Notes 
Radiation & Trigger require System 7. Radiation is compatible with 
LocalTalk and Ethernet networks, and also works with AppleTalk 
Remote Access. 

Contacting the Programmer 
Radiation & Trigger are copyngh.t 199 3, Peter Vartags·. AU'J?~t;et,t1S/is is 
that you send him a really funny story about how you used this software , 
to mess with someone's mind. · 

Peter Vanags 
Electronic Ink (aka Ace Novelty Software) 
72 Caselli Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94114 .. 2319 

AppleLink: Ink.Link 
CompuServe: 70401,3202 



Appendices 





A 

Troubleshooting 

•••• 
Lis chapter re iterates some important information regarding common problems 
you might experience while using the programs on the disk. 

Help! I've installed a trick and now I can' t remember how to deinstall it. 
With a few exceptions, all of the tricks can be temporarily disabled by restarting and 
holding down the Shift key during startup under System 7, or the Command key 
under System 6. Then to permanently deinstall, remove the trick from the System 
file and drag it into the Trash. 

When I'm ready to deinstall, I can' t seem to find the tricks. 
If you followed the instructions correctly, under System 6 control panels and 
extensions alike are just floating around right inside the System Folder. U nder 
System 7, they are in the Control Panels folder and Extensions folder, respectively, 
which both reside inside the System Folder itself. Likewise, applications which 
launch immediately at startup are in the Startup Items folder. If you still can't find 
the files, under System 7 choose Find (Command-F) from the Finder's File menu 
and in the dialog box which appears, enter the name of the file for which you are 
looking. 

I'd like to install these tricks, but I'm afraid of contaminating my victim's Macs 
with viruses. 
All of the files included in this book have been scanned with the most current 
versions of five different virus detection utilities. According to these utilit ies and 
the assuran ces of the programmers, these files are free from known viruses and 
Trojan Horses. However, some anti-viral utilities may prevent you from installing 
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these tricks as described. That's not because these tricks contain viruses, it's just 
that these utilities are designed to prevent all unauthorized installations. So 
wherever possible, disable these utilit ies before attempting to install the tricks on 
your victim's Mac. Furthermore, I recommend that you write-protect the original 
disk and use it only to make a backup from which you actually install the files. That 
way it can't inadvertently pick up a virus. 

I think I have an INIT or extension conflict. How do I resolve this? 
The easiest way to resolve a conflict is to load only one trick at a t ime and be sure 
that it's the only non-essential control panel or extension installed. This is easy to 
do if your victim uses an extension manager which controls files that load upon 
startup. Another common solution to extension conflicts is to change the normal 
loading order of extensions and control panels, since some tricks work best if they 
load at a particular t ime, such as first or last. If your victim doesn't use an extension 
manager, create a new folder and then drag all non-essential extensions and control 
panels into this folder. This keeps them from loading at startup. When you are done 
playing your trick, put the stuff in this new folder back where it came from. 

How do I keep my victims from finding the trick programs right away? 
Most of these programs have rather obvious names and icons that are dead give­
aways to anyone searching for the cause of erratic behavior. After installing a 
program on your victim's Mac, you can give these files more innocent names, such 
as Word Pref or Scrapbook Catalog. Under System 6, click the file name until it's 
highlighted (under System 7, wait for a box to appear around the name), then type 
an innocuous new name. Since most people don't really know exactly what belongs 
in their System Folder, this is the easiest way to throw your victim off your scent. 
Just remember any new names you assign so that you can deinstall the tricks when 
the time comes. 

Another great trick is to change a program's icon to something generic and 
harmless looking. Doing so under System 6 is a little difficult and requires a utility 
such as Apple's ResEdit. However, it's a breeze with the Finder in System 7. Simply 
click once on a file whose icon you want to appropriate, then choose Get Info 
(Command-I) from the File menu. In the window that appears, click the icon in the 
upper left so that it's surrounded by a box. Choose Copy (Command-C) from the 
Edit menu to place a copy of the icon on the Clipboard. C lose this window (Com­
mand-W) and then open the Get Info window for the trick you are trying to 
disguise. C lick the trick's icon to select it, then choose Paste (Command-V) from 
the Edit menu to replace the trick's icon with the one you copied to the Clipboard 
earlier. If you ever want to revert back to the old icon, just highlight the icon in the 
Get Info window and press Delete. 
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Is there any way to hide the tricks so that they'll be almost impossible for my 
victim to discover? 
The best way to keep your victim from stumbling upon a trick is to make it invisible 
altogether. The Mac relies on a number of invisible files all the time, but there's no 
legitimate reason for most users to make files invisible, so the Finder doesn't provide 
an easy way to accomplish this task. You could flip a file's Invisible bit with a 
program such as Apple's ResEdit or Symantec's Norton Utilities, but as a precaution 
against viruses, the Mac won't load invisible extensions. No sweat. I've devised a 
cool work-around. 

Click once on the file name to highlight the trick's name (under System 7, wait for 
the name to be surrounded by a box), then press Option-space to replace the entire 
name with a blank space. That takes care of hiding the name. Now for the icon. 
Using the System 7 tip described earlier, replace the trick's icon with a copy of the 
blank icon that I've provided on disk. Simply click once on the Blank Icon file, 
then choose Get Info from the File menu. In the window that appears, click the 
invisible icon in the upper left so that it's surrounded by a box. Choose Copy 
(Command-C) from the Edit menu to place a copy of the icon on the Clipboard. 
C lose this window (Command-W) and then open the Get Info window for the trick 
you are trying to hide. Click the trick's icon to select it, then choose Paste (Com­
mand-V) from the Edit menu to replace the trick's icon with the invisible one you 
just copied to the Clipboard. If you ever want to revert back to the old icon, just 
highlight the icon in the Get Info window and press Delete. 

Now your trick is almost completely invisible. I say almost because it shows up as a 
blank line when you view the contents of folders by Name, Size, or Kind. A lso, its 
icon may appear during the startup process. Still, as far as most users are concerned, 
it'll be harder to find than that Waldo goofbalL 

I can't get a particular trick to work as described. 
All the tricks have been extensively tested on a variety of Macs running System 6.0.8 
and System 7.1, but these programs are provided "as is," which means they may or may 
not work correctly on your victim's particular Macintosh configuration. When in doubt, 
please consult the "Compatibility Notes" section in each chapter, disable all non­
essential extensions, and upgrade to the most current System software. 

Who can I call for technical support? 
Sorry! There is no technical support line to calL But then, the programs in this 
book are so limited in what they do that it's unlikely you'll have many questions 
about how to use them. Either they work as described, or they don't. If you experi­
ence a problem using a particular trick, your best bet is to notify the programmer 
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using the information listed in the "Contacting the Programmer" section at the end 
of each chapter. Also, although I can't promise to provide a fix if a program doesn't 
work as described, I sincerely want to know if you have problems. Please specify the 
type of Mac being used, the version of the System software, and a brief description 
of what went wrong. 

I installed the programs, but they don't have the same icons that are shown in 
the book. 
If you want your Mac to display the custom icons pictured in this book, you may 
have to rebuild your Desktop. The tricks are operational as is, but it's a good idea 
to rebuild the Desktop periodically for preventative maintenance whenever generic 
icons appear where they shouldn't. To rebuild the Desktop, start your Mac 
normally, but hold down the Command .. Option keys until the Finder asks if you 
really want to rebuild the Desktop. You do, so click OK. If you have more than one 
disk, click OK as the Finder asks about rebuilding the Desktop on each. The time it 
takes to rebuild the Desktop depends on the speed of the drive and the size of the 
disk. When done, the Finder should no longer show generic icons for any files 
which have their own icons. Also, you may notice somewhat faster response time 
when starting up your Mac or quitting programs. The only drawback to rebuilding 
your Desktop is that you lose any Comments you may have entered into files' Get 
Info windows. Since few people use this feature anyway, it's usually not a concern. 



Installation 
Instructions 

B 

.4- ••• 

L e enclosed 800k, 3 .5,inch disk contains all 33 programs covered in this book 
in a compressed archive. Before you can install any of these tricks, you must first 
unstuff this archive. To do so, turn on your Mac and when the Finder's desktop 
appears, insert the enclosed disk in an empty drive. Double,click the disk icon to 

open its window, then doub[e,click the Programs.sea icon to launch Stufflt Lite. At 
the splash screen, click Continue to present a dialog box in which you can specify a 
name and location for the Programs folder. Pick a hard drive with at least l.lM of 
free space, then click Save. An alert box shows the progress as Stuffl t Lite unstuffs 
the files in the archive. If all goes well, click Quit after the alert box announces that 
the installation was successful and all the files shown in the inside front cover 
should appear in the Programs folder. 

Once these files have been unstuffed, follow the detailed directions in each 
program's chapter for installing the individual files where they belong on your 
victim's Mac. In general, all applications should be placed in the Startup Items 
folder under System 7 (or as a Startup Item with MultiFinder under System 6), 
whereas control panels and extensions should be copied into the System folder for 
proper use. Usually you must choose Restart from the Finder's Special menu to 
complete the installation. 

After installing the tricks as described, they may have generic icons. If you want 
your Mac to display the custom icons pictured in this book, you must rebuild your 
Desktop. The tricks are operational as is, but it's a good idea to rebuild the Desktop 
periodically for preventative maintenance whenever generic icons appear where 
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they shouldn't. To rebuild the Desktop, start your Mac normally, but hold down the 
Command,Option keys until the Finder asks if you really want to rebuild the 
Desktop. You do, so click OK. If you have more than one disk, click OK as the 
Finder asks about rebuilding the Desktop on each. The time it takes to rebuild the 
Desktop depends on the speed of the drive and the size of the disk. When done, the 
Finder should no longer show generic icons for any files which have their own 
icons. Also, you may notice somewhat faster response time when starting up your 
Mac or quitting programs. The only drawback to rebuilding your Desktop is that you 
lose any Comments you may have entered into files' Get Info windows. Since few 
people use this feature anyway, it's usually not a concern. 



c 
The Programs 

I~.+. 

April Fools 

When your victim's Mac needs to display an alert box, a bomb appears instead, 
accompanied by the words "Error: Initializing hard disk ... " and the sound of the 
hard disk being accessed. But it's all a harmless prank. Page 97 

Back words 

Displays all text in reverse. Icons appear with their names displayed backwards. Likewise, 
windows open normally, but their title bars are reversed. And all menus operate, only it's 
difficult to tell what's what because the text is flip,flopped. Page 35. 

BrokaMac 

Simulates a serious hardware failure on your victim's monitor by creating a double, 
vision image of the Finder's desktop while squealing like a member of Congress 
about to lose a district military base. Page 1 7. 

Burning Fuse 

Whenever your victim chooses Shut Down or Restart from the Finder's Special 
menu, the Mac plays a brief animation of a bomb with a burning fuse, complete 
with a cursor that looks like a lit match. When the fuse reaches the bomb, an 
explosion is heard and everything proceeds normally. Page 99. 

.. . 

. 
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Conan The Librarian 

When the sound level detected by a microphone exceeds a certain volume level, a 
very angry Austrian screams at your victim to be quiet. Page 59. 

Dimwit 

With the Dimwit extension installed, the screen on your victim's Mac gradually 
dims to 25 percent of its maximum brightness level. Cranking up the brightness 
knob is fruitless. No matter what adjustments are made, the monitor reaches rock 
bottom in about five minutes. Page 101. 

DOS sHELL 

Your victim's familiar "Welcome to Macintosh" startup greeting is replaced by a 
black screen and the infamous blinking "C: \>",just as if the friendly Mac had 
somehow transformed itself into one of those awful IBM PCs. Page 13. 

Enchanted Menus 

Whenever your victim chooses an item from the menu bar, the menu pops up in a 
random location instead of directly below the title. Best of all, the menus are still 
functional. Page 91. 

FlyPaper 

Makes the Finder's desktop act like a piece of flypaper which sticks to the cursor. No 
matter how hard your victim wiggles the mouse to shake the screen free of the 
cursor, the entire desktop hangs on with the tenacity of a pitbull terrier munching 
on a mailman. Page 21. 

HAL Edit 

Hides in the background waiting for your victim to type a special string of characters 
that you define. Then it automatically replaces this string with a different string of 
your choosing. T ry replacing "Satan" with "Yes, master, you called?" Page 49. 
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MacBarf 

Makes your victim's Mac play a disgusting vomiting sound when it ejects a disk. 
Page 65. 

MenuHack 

Whenever your victim tries clicking a menu, all of the menus switch around, either 
at random or in rotation. Page 93. 

Mini tors 

Each time your victim's Mac goes through the startup process, the main monitor 
loses one pixel from its height or width, gradually shrinking the screen. Page 15. 

Mitten Touch,Typist 

Randomly generates mistakes as your victim types. As the name implies, it's as if 
your victim is wearing mittens while at the keyboard. Page 53. 

Moo£ 

Replaces all text with the word Moof, in homage to Clarus the Dogcow, mascot of 
Mac developers. Beats stepping in a Dogcow-pie with your bare feet. Page 39. 

Munch 

Windows on your victim's Mac are slowly eaten by an invisible, but extremely 
hungry monster with an enormous mouth. No, it's not Rush Limbaugh, but an 
incredible simulation. Page 103. 

NetDino & StartDino 

This pair of programs enables you to inflict a rampaging dinosaur on your networked 
coworkers or schoolmates. Page 117. 

= t::j 
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NVwls 

Prevents your victim from entering vowels on the keyboard, resulting in a bizarre­
looking mish-mash of consonants that resembles programming code. Page 55. 

Off Hook 

Every ten minutes your victim's Mac goes "off hook" and a digitized voice tells your 
victim "If you'd like to make a call, please hang up and try again. If you need help, 
hang up and then dial your operator." Page 63. 

Playin' Possum 

Whenever your victim turns on his Mac, it sounds "Taps" and then plays dead by 
shutting down. Page 29. 

Radiation & Trigger 

This pair of programs enables you to send mysterious error messages to other users 
across networks and have those messages appear as alert boxes on your victims' 
screens. Page 121. 

Sexplosion 

Double-click this application's alluring female icon and instead of an explicitly sexy 
program, your victim is presented with an alert box displaying a bomb, an error 
message, and a Restart button. If your victim tries clicking Restart, the button 
scampers out of the cursor's grasp. Page 107. 

Sneezomatic 

Whenever your victim inserts a floppy disk into a drive, it's automatically ejected to 
the sound of a very violent sneeze. Page 69. 
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Sniff 

Gives your victim's Mac a cold by randomly playing sniffle and throat-clearing 
sounds. Page 73. 

Solvent 

Makes the Finder's desktop melt away like an ice cube in hell or tax dollars in 
Washington, D.C. Page 25. 

Sonic Boom 

Whenever your victim does anything that causes a system beep, the screen momen­
tarily shatters with random cracks and the sound of breaking glass. Page 81. 

Sproing 

Makes the cursor move around your victim's screen as if it were attached to a spring. 
Elegant in its simplicity, but very annoying. Page 109. 

Squeaker 

Your victim's Mac makes an annoying squeaking sound every time the mouse 
button is pressed. Page 85. 

StartupScreens 

Greet your victim with one of two humorous images that simulate a Mac in distress. 
Page 9. 

Termites 

Tiny termites randomly eat their way across your victim's screen. Better than an ant 
farm because you control a variety of settings. Page 111. 

riFi1 
~ 
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Tweety 

Plays bird sound effects at random intervals in the background. Your victim will 
wonder if a bird somehow got trapped in the house or office. Page 77. 

UmHiut Omelette 
Your victim's Mac randomly places diacritical and circumflex marks over every 
vowel, giving the Mac all the false savoir-faire of a maitre d' at an International 
House of Pancakes in the Midwest. Page 43. 

Vanish 

Your victim's Mac no longer displays text anywhere. Icons appear with blank spaces 
below their names and windows open, but there's nothing in their title bars because 
all the text is completely gone. Page 45. 
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breaking glass sound effects, 81 
Breger, Ron, 98 
BrokaMac, 17~20, 135 
Broken Mac StartupScreen, 9 
Burning Fuse, 99, 135 
burping, 103 
By Icon command (View menu), 40, 46 

c 
Caps Lock key 

deactivating Sproing, 109 
Dimwit, reversing, 101 

Command key, 129 

compatibility 
April Fools, 98 
Backwards, 36 
Burning Fuse, 100 
Conan The Librarian, 61 
Dimwit, 102 
Enchanted Menus, 92 
FlyPaper, 24 
HAL Edit, 52 
MacBarf, 67 
MenuHack, 94 
Minitors, 16 
Mitten Touch~ Typist, 54 
Moof, 40 
Munch, 105 
NetDino, 119 
NVwls, 56 
Offl-look, 64 
Playin' Possum, 31 
Radiation, 126 
Sexplosion, 108 
Sneezomatic, 71 
Solvent, 27 
StartupScreens, 11 
Termites, 114 
Trigger, 126 
Tweety, 79 
OmHiOt Omelette, 44 

Conan The Librarian, 59~61, 136 
conflicts, resolving, 130 
control panels, MiniScreen, 16 
coughing, 73 
cursors, spring~simulating, 109 
Cyberite Systems, 120 
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Davis, Morgan, 16 
Day, Neil, 61 

D 

decompressing, archived files, 133-134 
deinstalling, tricks, 129 
Desktop, rebuilding, 25, 132-133 
diacritical marks, adding, 44 
Dierks, Tim, 44 
dimming, screen, 101 
Dimwit, 101-102, 136 
dinosaurs, 117-120 
disabling 

BrokaMac, 19 
MacBarf, 67 
temporary, 129 

disappearing text, 45 
disguising trick programs, 130 
disks, mounting prevention, 69-70 
DOS sHELL, 13-14, 136 

E-F 
Electronic Ink (aka Ace Novelty 

Software), 126 
Enchanted Menus, 91-92, 136 
Englund, N. Jonas, 11 
error messages, sending across 

network, 121 
errors, typing, 53 
extension conflicts, 130 
extensions 

creating/replacing, 49-51 
HAL, installing, 51-52 

fading, screen, 101 
faux bombing, 97 
files, installing, 133-134 
Fkey/Sound Mover (Alsoft), 82 
floppy disks, mounting prevention, 69-70 
FlyPaper, 21-24, 136 
formats, PICf, 11 
Fought, Scott, 102 

H-1 
HAL Edit, 49-51, 136 
Hayter, Ron, 100 
hiding, tricks, 13 1 

icons 
custom, displaying, 132- 133 
modifying, 130 

IMI SoftWare, 92 
IN IT conflicts, 130 
input of vowels, prohibiting, 55 
Insanely Great Software, 3 1 
install ing 

April Fools, 98 
Backwards, 36 
BrokaMac, 18-20 
Burning Fuse, 99 
Conan The Librarian, 59-60 
Dimwit, 101-102 
DOS sHELL, 14 
Enchanted Menus, 92 
extensions (HAL), 51-52 
fi les, 133-134 
FlyPaper, 22-24 
HAL Edit, 49 
MacBarf, 65-66 
MenuHack, 94 
Minitors, 15 
Mitten T ouch-Typist, 53 
Moof, 40 
Munch, 104-105 
NetDino, 118 
NVwls, 55 
Off Hook, 63 
Playin' Possum, 29-30 
Radiation, 121-123 
Sexplosion, 108 
Sneezomatic, 69-71 
Sniff, 73-74 
Solvent, 26-2 7 
Sonic Boom, 82-83 
Sproing, 109 
Squeaker, 85-86 
StartupScreens, 10 
Termites, 112 
Trigger, 123 



Tweety, 77~78 
OmHb1t Omelette, 44 
Vanish, 46 

K-L 
Kandrot, Edward, 41,47 
Kerekes, Kirk, 20, 24, 52, 64 

launching 
StartDino, 119 
Stufflt Lite, 133 

LeVitus, Bob, 67 
Looker, Shane D., 56, 87, 94 
Lowery, Ted, 79 
LunarCrack, 83 

M 
Mac, shutting down (Playin' Possum), 29 
MacBarf, 65~67, 137 
Macs, networked 

NetDino, 117 ~ 120 
sending error messages across, 121 

malfunctioning tricks, 131 
marks, diacritical, 44 
Melting Mac StartupScreen, 10 
MenuHack, 93~94, 137 
menus 

elusive, 91 
random position changes, 93 

messages, error, 121 
Miller, Timothy, 75 
MiniScreen control panel, 16 
Minitors, 15, 137 
Mitten Touch~Typist, 53, 137 
Moof, 39~40, 137 
mouse squeaking sound effect, 85 
movements, termite (controlling), 113 
Munch, 103~105, 137 

N-0 
NetDino, 117~118, 137 
networked Macs 

NetDino, 117~120 
sending error messages across, 121 

Index 

Nova Development Corporation, 100 
NVwls, 55, 138 

Off Hook, 63, 138 

P-Q 
PaperClip Products, 24, 52, 64 
PICT format, 11 
Playin' Possum 
Playin' Possum, 29~31, 138 
programs, disguising, 130 

quitting, BrokaMac, 1 7 ~ 18 

R 
Radiation, 121~ 123, 138 
rates of sound play, Tweety, 79 
rebuilding Desktop, 132~ 133 
Reed, Fred D., 92 
renaming 

BrokaMac, 18 
Conan The Librarian, 59 
Playin' Possum, 29 
Solvent, 26 
tricks, 130 

Restart button, elusive, 107 
Restart command (Special menu), 

locating, 36 
restoring munched windows, 104 
RoboType, 52 
rotate option (MenuHack), 93 

s 
Schumaker, Bob, 68, 108 
Schutz, Dave, 87, 114 
screens 

dimming, 101 
eating away by termites, 111 ~ 112 
shattering, 81 
shrinking, 15 

Sexplosion, 107 ~ 108, 138 
Shift key, disabling tricks, 129 
shutting down with bomb/fuse display, 99 
Simmons, Mark, 120 
Simon, Phill, 120 

I . 
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Sneezomatic, 69-71, 138 
Sniff, 73-74, 139 
Solvent, 25-27, 139 
Sonic Boom, 81, 139 

installing, 82-83 
sound effects 

birds, 77 
breaking glass, 81 
burping, 103 
mouse squeaking, 85 
sneezing, 69 
sniffling, 73 
telephone off the hook, 63 
vomiting, 65 

Sound Mover (Riccardo Errore), 82 
SoundEdit (Macromedia), 82 
sounds, modifying 

Conan The Librarian, 61 
Playin' Possum, 31 

Special menu, locating, 36, 40 
speeds, Termites, 113 
spring-simulating cursors, 109 
Sproing, 109, 139 
Squeaker,85-86, 139 
StartOino, 13 7 

launching, 119 
StartupScreens, 9-11, 139 
Stein, Adam, 31 
Stufflt Lite, launching, 133 
System 6 installations 

BrokaMac, 19-20 
FlyPaper, 23-24 
MacBarf, 65-66 
Sneezomatic, 69-70 
Solvent, 26-27 
Sonic Boom, 82-83 

System 7 installations 
Backwords, 36 
BrokaMac, 18-19 
DOS sHELL, 14 
FlyPaper, 22-23 
MacBarf, 65-66 
Minitors, 15 
Mitten Touch-Typist, 53 
Moof, 40 
Sneezomatic, 69-70 
Solvent, 26 
Sonic Boom, 82-83 
OmlMr Omelette, 44 

T 
technical support, 131-132 
Teixeira, Marcia Luis, 27, 54, 71, 83, 105 
temporary disabling, 129 
T ermites, 111-114, 139 
text 

diacritical marks, adding, 44 
displaying backwards, 35-36 
entering, Trigger, 124 
substituting, 39-40, 44 
vanishing, 45 
vowel input, prohibiting, 55 

time, adjusting termite infestation, 113 
tricks 

disguising, 130 
hiding, 131 
locating, 129 
malfunctioning, 131 
technical support, 131-132 
temporarily disabling, 129 

Trigger, 121-126, 138 
Tweety, 77-79, 140 
typing errors, 53 

u-v 
OmlMr Omelette, 40, 43-44, 140 

Vanags, Peter, 121, 126 
Vanish, 45 , 140 
vanishing, text, 45 
View menu commands, By Icon, 40, 46 
virus prevention, 129-130 
vomiting sound effect, 65 
vowels, prohibiting input, 55 

w-z 
Weiss, Jay 0., 14 
Welch, Andrew, 114 
windows 

Alert Sender (Trigger), 124 
munching, 103-104 

Yu, Dean, 120 



The enclosed 800k, 3.5,inch disk contains 33 programs in a self,extracting archive. You 
will need l.lM of hard disk space to store the uncompressed programs. For more infor, 
marion on installing the programs, tum to Appendix B. 

All of the tricks on the disks are described in complete detail in th~ book. The chapters 
include information about installation, compatibility, and contacting the program's 
author. See specific chapters for more information about the following programs, or turn 
to Appendix C for a brief look at each program. 

Startup Tricks 
The first seven tricks covered in this book all affect the startup process in one nasty way 
or another. StartupScreens, DOS sHELL, Minitors, BrokaMac, FlyPaper, Solvent, and 
Playin' Possum create serious, looking and (sometimes) ,sounding problems. 

Text Tricks 
The seven tricks covered in th is section all modify the appearance of text or how it's 
entered. Backwards, Moof, OmlMt Omelette, Vanish, HAL Edit, Mitten Touch, T ypist, 
and NVwls drive your victim crazy by replacing letters, preventing letters from being 
entered, reversing text, and more! 

Sound Tricks 
The eight tricks covered in th is section all rely heavily on sound effects. Make your 
victim's computer puke, sniff, scream, sneeze, chirp, and more with Conan The Librar, 
ian, Off Hook, MacBarf, Sneezomatic, Sniff, T weety, Sonic Boom, and Squeaker. 

Menu Tricks 
Enchanted Menus and MenuHack keeps your victims dazed and confused as they try to 
make choices from menus that won't stay put. 

Miscellaneous Tricks 
April Fools, Burning Fuse, Dimwit, Munch, Sexplosion, Sproing and Termites are a 
hodge,podge of devious and demented programs that don't fit into any convenient 
pigeon hole. You'll have to see them to believe them! 

Network Tricks 
Cause havoc from afar with these two tricks. NetDino lets you set a dinosaur on a 
screaming rampage across the screens of everybody connected to the network. Radiation 
lets you reach out across the network to make an alert box appear on your victim's 
screen with whatever messages you want. 





THE IT'S 
M~~iliKSH ® WILD! 
Finally-your chance to stick it to the other guy. You know that office busy-body who's 
always bugging you with his bad puns? Or that know-it-all friend who's always sabatog ing 
your day with her practical jokes? Now it's your turn to get even! 

The Macintosh Joker deals out a perfect hand of pranks you can play on your friend 's 
Macintosh. This book/d isk set contains 33 devilish, delightful tricks that sabatoge the 
Mac-but do no harm whatsoever. You can make a Mac barf, distort text, act like it's got a 
cold, simulate hard drive failure, and more. So the next time that busy-body gets on your 
nerves: don 't get mad-get even! 

Just a Few of the Nasty Pranks Included: 

$19.95 U.S./$26.95 CAN I SBN 1-56830-079-4 

INFORMATION CENTER: 9 0 0 0 0 
All User Levels 
General Macintosh 
All Macs Running System 6 or 7 

9 781 568 300795 


