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Disturb the peace. Tranquility is highly overrated. Earsplitting high›�

SoundSticks speaker system, is most definitely not. For more seismic details, �

H A Harman International Company. ©2000 Harman Multimedia. Harman Kardon and SoundSticks are trademarks of Harman International. Toll-free 877-266-6202. 



fidelity sound, like the kind you'll get from our new 40-watt, USB-enabled 

check out www.harman-multimedia.com. harman / kardon 
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If records are made to be broken, and bars are set to be 

raised, then what we have here is your typical bar-raising 

event. 

Our Elite"' 21 Series laser printers aren't just the fastest 

we've ever made (21 pages per minute); they're also the 

gathering place for an array of features you won't find 

elsewhere in their category. Inclucling .. . 

A new PowerPC-based processor that handles even 

complex documents quickly and effortlessly, with high 

(1200 x 1200 dpi) resolution. 

Enhanced connectivity, so that your printer arrives fully 

network-ready. 

A flash ROM feature that guarantees you'll always have 

access to the most current software available . 

Compatibility with both Mac and Windows platforms. 

Plus such utilities as double-sided printing and singularly 

dexterous paper-handling capabilities, with automatic 

collating, three motorized paper feeding trays, and an 

envelope feeder. 

All this from the company that also set standards for hand­

holcling. With 2417 technical support for the entirety of the 

one-year warranty period. Plus a 30-day money-back 

guarantee and our Platinum Exchange Warranty, which 

provides you a replacement part or printer by the next 

business day if there's ever a problem we can't solve over 

the phone. 

But the Elite 21 Series is different from its competitors in 
another important respect: you buy it direct, minus bricks, 

mortar and middlemen. As a result prices start at just SJ299. 

You see, our printers aren'tjust about raising bars; they're 

about lowering barriers at the same time. 

printers"’ �
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for Apple to stumble. 

This may come as a surprise to 

you. but Apple is not the most 

beloved of technology firms in the 

media corps. The reasons for this 

animosity are complex and long­

standing, but the result is that some 

folks in the mainstream media would 

-I like nothing better than to stick the 

':::J knife in, given a chance. 
([) 

Now, I also believe these folks 

< are in the minority. But combine 
(/) 

0 
::J 

these with those journalists who 

remember John Sculley's Apple, 

-I 
':::J 

when they wrote glowing reports on 

technology promise after technology 

::J promise (remember the Newton?), 
(Q only to feel like they'd been had. 

You'll get the sense that there is an 

undercurrent of distrust when it 

comes to Things Apple-and per­

haps a tendency to be a bit quick 

on the panic button when anything 

negative happens. 

Don’t Panic Reason No. 4: There 

Are Quick Fixes 

Apple is no longer in the computer 

business; it's in the style business. It 

has successfully managed to become 

the Gap of technology. And the prob­

lem with the style business is that 

nothing tanks worse than last season's 

fashion . 

The iMac, for all its innovations, 

is three years old. And no matter 

how refined the latest design, in 

today's style-conscious marketplace 

that's too old. It's time for Apple to 

come up with something new for 

consumers. Before you say it: the 

Cube's not it. 

Get something new out for con­

sumers, update the PowerBook line 

(the latest iBooks make it really 

apparent how badly Apple's high­

end portables need an update), get 

the Cube down to a more reasonable 

price, and you've got what amounts 

to a nice, quick fix. 

12 December 2000 www. macworld .com 

It's true that. in the long run, 

Apple will need to expand its prod­

uct line into new spaces to continue 

growing. I'm hoping Apple will apply 

what it's learned about style, func­

tionality and ease-of-use to a new 

line of wireless Internet devices, 

preferably with a partner in the cell 

phone business. The possibilities 

boggle the mind. But then again, 

my cell phone is practically grafted 

to my ear. 

Don’t Panic Reason No. 5: It’s Just 

Too Soon. 

This point is so important. it's worth 

repeating: Apple is still making 

money. It's got money in the bank. its 

stock is hugely undervalued, and it 

still builds some of the most desir­

able products in computerdom. It's 

simply too soon to consider the com­

pany's latest results anything more 

than a stumble. And let's face it, the 

company's got a lot on its plate: the 

first major OS transition since the 

Mac shipped, the G4 in need of 

more megahertz or a worthy succes­

sor, a much more complex product 

line, and a marketplace with a seri­

ous case of attention deficit disorder. 

That's a lot to juggle. It only makes 

sense that we'd see a few missteps. 

But one soft quarter is not a disaster. 

Let's give Apple at least until next 

summer. If OS X hasn't shipped, if the 

company hasn't made some signifi­

cant updates to the product line, if 

developers haven't signed up for the 

new OS, and if Apple hasn't at least 

given some indication of new direc­

tions for the future, well. maybe then 

it'll be time to worry. m 

ANDREW GORE is Macworld's editor 

in chief. To comment on this column, 

please visit the Vision Thing forum 

at www.macworld.com/columns/ 

visionthing/forum .html . 
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1200 dents and 800 scratches. 
Make that 1200 dents and 798 scratches. 

A beat-up negative impresses no one. Fortunately, the Super Coolscan• 2000 film scanner 

uses Digital ICE" technology to automatically remove scratches and other surface defects. 

And of course there are superior Nikkor optics for great image quality, Nikon's Color 

Management System that ensures color matching, hot swappable film adapters, and 

auto-feed. This isn't just a scanner. This is one mean machine. 1·800-NIKON-UX. 

Nikon. 
www. nIkon usa . com 

Nikkor Optics • Multi-Sample Scanning • Exclusive LED Technology • 3.6 Dynamic Range • Altam ira Genuine Fractals" 2.0 LE software 

©2000 Nikon Inc. DigitaiiCE'y is a trademark of Applied Science Fiction. 
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• 
ac 1ne 

he new colors are what catch the �

eye-the striking deep blue of indi­�

go, the pulsating Day-Glo green of �

key lime . But the real significance of 

Apple's new line of iBooks is beneath 

the surface . 

When it debuted in the summer 

of 1999, the iBook quickly got a 

reputation for being 

more dazzling 

than dutiful. The 

original iBook 

featured only 

32MB of RAM, 

making that model 

prone to crashes. 

I 

I 

News, 
Views, and 

Chatter f rom 
the World of 

Macs 

Something Old, Something New �

CPU 
INSTALLED MEMOR
MAXIMUM MEMOR

Y / 
Y 

HARD 
DRIVE GRAPHICS PROCESSOR 

OPTICAL 
DRIVE MODEM 

July 1999 iBook 

Februa ry 2000 iBoak 

February 2000 iBook SE 

300MHz 

300MHz 

366MHZ 

32MB/160MB 

64MB/320MB 

64MB/320MB 

3GB 

6GB 

6GB 

ATI Rage Mobilily conlroller 

ATI Rage Mobilily conlroller 

ATI Rage Mobilily controller 
with 4MB of SDRAM 

CD-ROM 

CD-ROM 

CD-ROM 

56K buill-in 

56K buill-in 

56K built-in 

September 2000 iBaok 366MHZ 64MB/320MB 10GB ATI Rage Mabilily 128 
controller with 8MB of SDRAM 

CD-ROM 56K buill-in 

September 2000 iBoak SE 466MHz 64MB/320MB 10GB ATI Rage Mabilily 128 
controller wi th 8MB of SDRAM 

DVD 56K built-in 

�~� �~�~� 
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Apple doubled the 

iBook' s RAM this past 

spring. And the latest revi­

sions continue to bolster 

the laptop's power (see 

"Something Old, Some­ surprise
thing New" ) 

The standard iBook Oh yeah That �o�~�h�e�~� �h�a�r�d�~�a�r�e� upgrade. 
• Apple 1sn t makrng a big dealconfiguration now includes 

about it, but the company has also boosteda 366MHz G3 processor. 
the hard drive capacity of its PowerBooks. 64MB of RAM. and 1OGB 

The 400MHz G3 PowerBook has anof storage. The iBook 
expanded hard drive capacity of 1OGB,Special Edition is even 
up from 6GB . Storage on the SOOMHz G3faster, now with a 466MHz 
model jumps to 20GB, from 12GB. And theG3 processor. 
laptops ship with iMovie 2 installed . Garners have plenty to 

The storage upgrades haven't affectedlove about the new iBooks. 
prices: the 400MHz PowerBook still sells for Apple has replaced the AT! 
$2 ,499, the SOOMHz version for $3,499.Rage Mobility graphics 

Users who demand massive amountscontroller with a Rage 128 
of storage can plunk down an extra $500Mobility chip set-the 
for Apple's build -to-order model, which same graphics processor 
boasts 30GB of hard drive capacity and anthat ships in PowerBooks. 
extra battery and AC adapter-for thoseJust as important. Apple 
times you and your PowerBook are circum­has added a Fire Wire port. 
navigating the globe, apparently.a composite video-out port. 

Plenty of differences remain betweenand iMovie 2 to the new 
the two product lines. PowerBooks haveiBooks. Find a DV cam­
extra USB and FireWire ports, as well ascorder that costs less than 
more L2 cache space. They have 14. 1 �~ �i�n�c�h$1.000, and you've got a 
TFT XGA displays, compared with 12.1 -inch sub-$3,000 portable movie­
TFT SVGA displays on the iBooks . And themaking kit. 
SOOMHz PowerBook comes with twice theNot bad for a machine 
memory-128MB-of the top-of-the-linethat just a while ago was 
iBook.- PHILI P MICHAELS 

getting by largely on 

looks .- PHI LI PMICHAELS 

MAC STUFF 

The Whole �
Picture �
You're back from the deep­

sea fishing trip with digital­

camera photos of you 

battling that 35-inch striped 

bass. But forcing everyone 

to crowd around your I 7­

inch monitor to see the pic­

tures doesn't adequately 

convey the drama. Enter 

FotoShow from Iomega 

(800-697 -8833, www 

.iomega.com). After plug­

ging into your Mac via 

USB. FotoShow works as a · 

Zip 250 drive . Just drag 

JPEGs off your desktop for 

easy storage. But FotoShow 

really shines when you can 

hook it up with a TV to dis­

play images in full-screen 

ETHERNET USB FIREWIRE 

10/ 1 OOBaseT Yes No 

10/ 1 OOBaseT Yes No 

10/ 1 OOBaseT Yes No 

10/ 100BaseT Yes Yes 

10/ 100BaseT Yes Yes 

VIDEO 

OUT 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

DISPLAY 

SIZE COLORS PRICE 

12. 1 inc hes Blu eberry, tangerin e $1,599 

12. 1 inches Blueberry , tangerine $1 ,599 

12. 1 inches G raphite $1,799 

12 . 1 inches Indig o, key lime $ 1,499 

12 . 1 inch es Graphite, key lime $ 1,799 

1: 
splendor. FotoShow lets you 

crop and rotate photos, 

build slide shows, and 

remove red-eye with its 

built-in Picture!Q software . 

The drive. which costs less 
than $300, gets your point 

across-at business or at 

home--especially to friends 

who doubt your fish 

stories .-ANTONLJNECKER 
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