


We figured out a few months back that the best thing we could do to 

improve our products was to simply make more of them and get them out faster. 

Hey, it only makes sense. If you' re in the market to buy the fastest computers on the planet, then 

a)-aa- you're probably not a person who likes to wait. So we switched our manufacturing and 
LABS 

shipping departments into high gear. 

Now when you order one of these systems, it's 

on its way quickly. Also, you can add a peripheral, 

mmm memory upgrade, video card, or modem 
ll• " "' "110\\ ' 

built-in because Power Computing (as always) 

offers custom-configuration. 

It means you'll get exactly what 

you want and you'll get it fast. 

The best part of custom-configuration is 

that you don't have to 



go searching around through multiple vendors or waste your precious vacation time installing 

something like a video rnrd or an internal Jaz drive. You simply take your new Power Computing 

system out of the box, plug it in and turn it on. We do all the work for you. 

Not only has Power Computing made custom-configuration our trademark, 

but our machines represent the most upgradeable Mac OS™systems on the market. 

Because of our superior upgrade path, we're confident your new Power Computing 

machine will last for years to come. 

If you've been waifing to +++++ 
MacWeek 

move up to a new PowerBasei; 

PowerCenter Mor PowerTower Prof; 

now is the time to buy from Power 

Computing. The wait is over. 

@. Powercomputing 
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Introducing the MultiSync" XV+™Series Monitors. Upgraded, refined, sharpness and greater image quality. And thanks to our unique OptiClear"' 

retooled and ready to give you more control, more features and more screen surface, you'll also notice enhanced contrast and even less glare. 

options than ever before. Because front-mounted digital controls were so popular on 

To begin with, both the MultiSync XV15+™ and the XV17+™ offer one of the most the MultiSync XV17, .. we've added them to the MultiSync XV15+. So 

advanced CRT technologies to date. CRoMACL.EAR. ™ Tue result is unprecedented now both XV+ monitors allow for quick and easy image adjustments. 

'Copyright !Cl1995 by CMP Publ ications, Inc. Reprinted fromWindows Magazine with permission. "Quote reprinted with permission, Family PC Magazine, (June '95) Copyright 
trademarks and XV15+ , XV17+, XV17 and Soo, ll onr nnd Foo l the Difference arc trademarks or NEC Taohnologies, Inc. Ali othor l rudomarks or registered trademarks 
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Features 
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Macintosh 
BY PAUL KUNKEL Apple Com­
puter marks it · 20th ear' ith a 
limited-edition Mac so radica l 
even \ve were stunned. 

112 � Digital Cameras: Picture 
It Now 
By DE K E M c c LELLA N D Mac­
- orld rates ten affordable, reliable 
digital camera for the home 
enthusiast. 

122 � Macworld’s 10th Annual 
World Class Awards 
BY MACWORLD STAFF VVe cel›

ebra te the ve ry best Mac prod­
ucts, from urilitie to sy rems. 

131 � Scanning for the Rest of Us 
BY Jo s EPH s c Ho RR Macworld 
Lab tests 15 sub-$600 color scan­
ners and d iscovers that you ca n 
indeed get a great scanner for 
ve11 ljttle money. 
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Will the Web replace 

fax machines? 

See News, page 38. 
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cal Screenwriting 101. 
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There are bushels of files on the •net. But nearly all have a 
"shell" that must be removed before you can use them. 
Stuffit Deluxe"’4.0 is the Mac standard for both Stuffing 
and unStuffing files. which also saves time and money. 
Stufllt handles most formats, even those for Windows and 
Unix, including sit zip, hqx. and uu. So enjoy the tiches 
the onllne world has to offer. because A/ad,Jin
the Internet isn’t a tough nut to ff, 
crack ifyou have the right tool. Systems 
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Ma0cDraft®4.2 
The powerful, low-cost $2
solution for all of your 49 
drawing and drafting needs. 

To order MacDratt or MacP/ot: 

The 

MBCP/ot®Fami/y 
Print in color from any From 
Mac software to large 
format printers from $399 
CaJComp, ENCAD, HP 
and more! 

Microspot USA, Inc. (408) 253-2000 �
Se habla espaiiol �

Demo copies available - www.microspot.com �

Circle 3 on reader service card 
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LETTERS 

number of pages, especially if the only 
benefit is really nice-looking type. (How 
many Adobe Acrobat pages have you 
accessed lately?) We designers often for­
get that outside our world, the vast major­
ity of the real world couldn't care less 
about typography, as long as they can read 
what it says. On the \Veb in partjcular, 
they care about searchability and the abil­
ity to cut and paste, both of which are 
impossible in Immedia. Consequently, 
these pages, like Acrobat pages, are in­
visible to search engines-which is anoth­
er death blow. 

I am frankly upset that Quark decided 
to go proprietary rather than really help 
us out with a Quark-sharp HTML trans­
lation module. Maybe this is a great 
multimedia tool, but to award four stars to 

this product as a Web design package 
seems grotesquely inappropriate. 

STEVE FARLEY 

Tt1cson1 A1·izona 

Unlucky in Lotto 

I T lS A PITY THAT YOUR TOP-RATED CD­
ROM drive, the Plextor-equipped La 

Cie Sx External CD-ROM Drive for 
Macintosh, is no longer available from 
La Cie ("CD-ROM Drives Accelerate," 
December 1996). It seems the drive is 
available only with a Panasonic mecha­
nism. I suspect that La Cie feels like the 
poor fellow who has won the lottery but 
can't produce a Iotto ticket in order to 
claim the prize. 

FRED BR U NT 

M11rfnesbo1·0, Tennessee 

It's also n pity that my spiffy, new 8X CD-ROM 
drive, purchased the week before I wrote this 
response, will be replaced on retttilers' shelves 
with 16X CD-RONI drives by the time you read 
this. But that's the nature ofthe business, accord­
ing to La Cie. CD mechanisms are replaced by 
newer mechanisn/S at the rate ofthree orfom· per 
year-the Panasonic 8X that replaced the Plex­
tor 8x tested in "CD-ROM Drives Accelerate" 
will only be around for a few months before it 
too is replaced with a faster drive. And then 
there's always DVD, due out ne:rt yem:-Ed. 

AStitch in Time 

I HAVE BEEN LOOKING FOR A DECENT 

Macintosh needlepoint and cross-stitch 
program for some time. I use several PC 

programs under Insignia Software's Soft­
.Windows 95, but navigating within the 
Windows environment is terribly awk­
ward, and I'm not getting the results I 
need. Do you have any information on 
needlepoint or cross-stitch programs 
written for the Macintosh? 

13 E RNARDIN E DODEK 

via Macworld Online 

Yes, indeed. Tiy Cochenille Design Studio's 
Stitch Painter. You can reach Cochenille at 
6191259-1698 or via its Web page at http:// 
www.cochenille.com.-Ed. 

Next. Macintosh Sea Chanteys 

AS I SANG THE CAROLS IN "THE MAC­

wor/d 1996 Holiday Sing-along Song­
book" (The Desktop Critic, December 
1996) aloud to my wife, I realized that 
those seasonal hymns prove nobody else 
is even half as hooked on the Mac as 
David Pogue appears to be! Macworld 
should be proud to have such a dedicated 
lunatic on its staff. 

STEVE SCOVILLE 

Encinitas, California 

I ENJOYED DAVID POGUE'S CHRISTNIAS 

carols so much that I was inspired to try 
my hand at composing one. 

12 Months of Macworld 
(to the tune of "Wbite Christmas'') �
I'm resubscribing to Macworld �
For each software review they write. �
Info World ignores me; �
Crmtputerworld bores me; �
And I get not a bit of bang from Byte. �
I've paid the newsstand price too long. �
(Sometimes I just stand there and peek.) �
Where I �w�o�r�~� I'm the reigning Macgeek ... �
I need Macworld ... �

... to supplement MacWeek. 
j. MICHAEL ROWLAND 

Thompson Station, Te1111essee 

Letters should be sent to Letters, Macworld, 501 

Seond St., San Francisco, CA 94107; via fax, 415/442­

0766; or electronically to CompuServe (70370, 702), 
MCI Mail (294-8078), America Online (keyword 

Macworld), AppleLink (Macwoddl), or via the Inter­

net (lettm®macwodd.com). [ndude return address and 

daytime phone number. Due to the high volume of 

mail received, we can't respond personally to each 

letter. We reserve the right to edit all letters. All pub­

lished letters become the property of Macworld. ffi 



SELECTING 

-
CANVAS- 5 
Complete Illustration. Photo Editing and Page Design 

If y ou al read y o wn a gra phi cs 

a ppl ication, trade up to Canvas 5 for 

just $149.95. See your favorite rese ller, 

or visi t us al www.deneba, com for 

complete product information and 

secure online ordering. For a Canvas 5 

dealer near you. or to order by phone, 

call 1·800·6 CANVAS or 305-596-5644. 

�~ �f�u�l ... 
we should put usbestos �~�l�o�v�e�s� in euerc; boH! 

top toying with feeble graphics programs that sap your creative 

energy. Canvas 5 puts everything you need to realize your artistic 

vision into one integrated program that's ready to rock the 

second inspiration hits. • Say goodbye to concentration-zapping "launch and 

quit" cycles. With Canvas 5, absolutely stunning illustration, photo editing, and 

page design tools are always right at your fingertips . • In addition, Canvas 5 

works with any file (from Photoshop·· to CorelDraw wto GIF, TIFF, and JPEG) 

and any Photoshop-compatible plug-in. You also get over 20,000 clip art images 

and 2,000 premium URW"' fonts. • Simple, flexible, and relentlessly versatile, 

Canvas 5 is an industrial-strength graphics tool. So what are you waiting for? 

Put the awesome power of Canvas 5 under your creative control today. 

DENEBA 



Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 for 

Macintosh. Does Netscape come with 

an unlnstaU program? 

Let's look at the facts. Microsoft® 

Internet Explorer 3.0 was designed 

for the Mac by our Ma'c developers 

to be faster and easier to use. It 

requires no upgrade since it runs on 

existing Macs like 680x0 and Power 

Macs, and It only needs a 4MB RAM 

partition. (Netscape eats an SMB 

partition.) Internet Explorer 3.0 

supports Stylesheets, �A�c�t�i�v�e�X �~ �'� Java'"' 

and native Mac technologies like 

QulckTime Quicklime VR and 

AppleScriot. It gives you lots of 

killer ways to customize your Web 

experience, as well as convenient 

access to e-mail and newsgroups. 

Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 is 

quicker and smarter and smaller and, 

Incredibly enough, it 's free.* You can 

do a quick download from the 

Microsoft Web site, or call AT&T for 

a WorldNet connection and a free 

disk at 1-800-967-5363 ext. IE3. You 

may even want to keep Netscape for 

nostalgic reasons. 

* Connect time charges may apply. ©1997 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Microsoft and Where do 
you want to go today? are registered tradema rks and AcllveX and the Microsoft Internet Explorer logo are 
trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. Java Is a trademark of Sun Microsystems, Inc. Other �p�r �o �d�u�~�t� and compa ny 
names mentioned herein may be trademarks of their respective owners. Image courtesy of AURNSTScl and NASA. 
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State of the Mac �
by Adrian Me l lo 

Steve Jobs, Next and the Mac OS �
DR A M A , 

OU CA1 'T SAY APPLE 

isn't an interesting 
company. Apple's his­
tory is more like a soap 
opera than a corporate 
biograph . In the pre­
vious epi ode viewers 
were anxi u ly await­
ing the acquisition of 

Be so that Apple could lay claim to a new 
operating system to replace the recently 
failed Copland OS. Be is the brainchild 
ofJean-Louis Gassee, tl1e onetime Apple 
bad boy who filled the per ·onality vacu­
um created by teveJobs when he left tl1e 
company in 1985. But at the eleventh 
hour, none other than Steve Jobs himsel f 
returned to Apple, and with him came 
Next, which will provide the Mac's new 
operating system and future hope. 

As remarkable as Steve Jobs's rejoin­
ing Apple may be, the most important 
part of the story is the acqui ition ofNext 
and its technology (see "\Nhat's ext for 
the Mac OS?" in ews). \¥hat does this 
mean to ordinary users? WeU, it means 
nothing for a while, since the en OS 
won't be available for at least a year. 

onetheless, the ext acquJS1aon is 
important to everyone who cares about 
the Mac and Apple's future. Apple _has 
placed i ts bet and the company's future 
depends on how it play it new hand. 
It's pretty clear that Apple's plans are 
still in the formative stage, and I don't 
expect to see a lot of detail s in the Janu­
ary 7 announcement. 

I will teU you frankJy that I don't have 
answers to many pressing questions a I 
write this, shortly after the acquisition was 
announced in late December. However, I 
can suggest some of the key questions you 
will be asking in the coming months, and 
take a jab at possible answers. 

How Important will Steve Jobs be to 
Apple? He will play a comparatively 
minor role as a part-time technology con­
sultant. He won't be running the compa­
ny as he did in the past. Ell en Hancock 

Q UESTIONS, AND TENTATIVE ANSWERS ON APPLE'S NEW OS 

will remain fi rmly in charge of Apple's 
technology direction. The fact that Ame­
li o has taken advantage ofJobs's publi ci ty 
value to create new excitement demon­
strates the kind of media savvy that' been 
lacking since Jobs left. 

Will the new user interface look like 
the Mac or the Next OS? No one 
knows. I hope that rather than arguing 
which of the two ex.i ting u er interfaces 
it should keep, pple creates an elegant 
interface that makes the new OS as acces­
sible and intuitive as possible. This inter­
face should al o d a good job of inte­
grating the Internet. 

it wi ll probably rec nsider such technol­
ogy options at this point. 

Will the new OS be offered on Intel­
based hardware? ext says this i a pos­
sibility, and it's tantalizing. Th pportu­
nity to expand the Mac's market hare into 
the huge base of lnteJ computers would 
be a boon and would also encourage 
developers. Hm ever pple ' on t ' ant 
to cloud its commitm nt to PowerPC so 
I don't expect to see an Intel-compatible 
version of the new OS for at least a 
year or two after it i available on Power­
PC hardware although Open rep is 
already available on Intel machines. 

Will the new OS run on my 
old Mac? Apple expects the 
new OS to run on existing 
Macs. It' not clear whether it 
will run on older PowerPC 
systems that use the NuBus or 
on even older 680XO Macs. 

Will current Mac appli ca­
tions run on the new OS? I 
find it hard to jmagine that 
Apple wouldn't offer some 
form f compatibility �~� r ex­
isting Mac application . What 
degree, and what approach 
Apple will take, were unclear 
at pr ss time. At least two 
product have been created 
that run some Mac apps on 
Next systems: Daydream from 
Quix and Executor from Aba­

Wi il Mac technologies such as 
QuickTime, QuickDraw GX, and Open­
Doc be incorporated into the new OS? 
A version f QuickTime already runs on 
Next for movie pla back and other pieces 
are likely to be integrated ver time. The 
fate of X penDoc and other tech­
nologies isn't clear. 

Will Next technologies such as Next­
mail, NextTime, and Display Postscript be 
incorporated into the new OS? I don't 
know. Apple rejected Display Po tScript 
for QuickDraw GX several yea.rs ago, but 

cus Research Devel pment. 
Will existing Next applications run on 

the new OS? This isn't clear either but 
the stakes aren't a high for Apple with cur­
rent ext users as they are with the vast­
ly larger in called base ofMacint sh users. 

These are just a few of the que tions 
for th new year. If you have answers, 
and even other questions, I'd I ve to 

hear from you at mello@macworld.crm1. In 
the meantime I'm encouraged to see 
Apple acting b Idly, and the ne\ year 
looks promising indeed. It will certain­
ly be exciting. �~� 
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