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The Mac OS: Future . .. 

I HAVE JUST READ YOUR INFORMATIVE 

pieces on the possibilities for a new 
Mac OS. I'm writing especially in 
response to Adrian Mello's column out­
lining a five-point plan for Apple (State of 
the Mac, February 1997). I think one point 
should be added: Make it fun! 

While preemptive multitasking, pro­
tected memory, and multithreading may 
be important for performance, the great 
thing about the Mac has always been that 
it's fun. The new OS needs to be, above 
technical issues, imaginative. When I see 
mock-up screen shots of it in Macworld, I 
want to say, "Cool! " The Be OS screen on 
page 125 made me say, "Oh-Windows 
95 on a Mac." 

Now that Microsoft has assimilated 
the desktop analogy, I'd lik e Apple to 
leave Windows in the dust with some­
thing so innovative that it will take com­
petitors another decade to copy it . My 
vote goes to a three-dimensional inter­
face. The OS itself might open cubes 
instead of windows and let you monitor 
an open application's progress from the 
Finder or outside the cube, or dive into 
the cube to enter the application. Such a 
system would set the look and feel for the 
next decade, putting Apple in the fore­
front of operating systems. 

And it would be very, very cool. 
M A X H E I M A N 

Austin , Texas 

I T'S AMAZING TO ME JUST HOW MUCH 

yapping the Mac community can do 
about what ought to be considered good 
news: the acquisition of Next by Apple 
and the reemergence of Steve Jobs. 

Surely the Next operating system, as 
mature as it is, will have more to offer the 
Mac platform than does Be ("Time for a 

New OS?" February 1997). Yeah, Be is 
fast, but a lot of that is probably due to the 
fact that it doesn't really have to do much. 
Shift-start your Mac and tell me it doesn't 
run faster. Be can't even print! 

As for Steve Jobs, a lot of people say 
he is stubborn and has a big ego, and that 
is why Apple got into trouble. But Jobs 
can't be blamed for these latest years of 
pigheaded decisions. They must be blamed 
on the succession of generic CEOs who 
had little idea what the industry is all 
about. During that period they were more 
concerned about how the product was 
perceived than how well it worked, as 
though the two weren't connected. 

J O H N L ASRU K 

Toronto, Ontario, Ca11t1dn 

... Present . . . 

ST EVE JOBS, NEXT, AND APPLE COULD 
not have given a finer Christmas pres­

ent to those who have stuck by Apple 

and its technologies for so many years 
(see "Apple Acquires Next," Macworld 
Online, http:llwww.macworld.com/dailyl 
daily. 892.htm[). 

It will be good to have the best oper­
ating system back again. 

T ODD S AN D E R S 

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 

MY BIGGEST FEAR OF ANY NEW OS 

from Apple is that, in its efforts to 
address all possible scenarios, Apple will 
come up with another Frankenstein's 
monster that is first at nothing and sec­
ond-best at everything. 

The Type whatever error has become 
a way of life , and much of this is a result 
of the patchwork quilt that the Mac OS 
has turned into. 

The more reasonable approach is to 
develop OS 8 as a PowerPC-only operat­
ing system and to clean up and stabilize 
OS 7 as a 680XO-only operating system. 

ERI C P. OTTO 

Cbarlotte, North Carolina 

.. . and Past 

A S A FORMER STAUNCH AMIGAN WHO 

has retired his worn and faithful 
Amiga 2000 to the flea market in 
exchange for the pride and contentment 
of owning a Performa 6320CD, I read 
your February article "Time for a New 
OS?" with great interest. I feel the Mac 
universe has grossly overlooked a vast 
resource and potential user base-the 
weary and disenchanted Amiga user. 

There are some astonishing parallels 
between Apple and the Amiga in the 
areas of technical fumbles, managerial 
oversight, and gross public-relations 
neglect. They say that he who does not 
continues 
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LET TE RS 

CORRECTIONS 

• �Apple printers do ship with the neces­
sary cables ("Color Ink-Jet Jewels, " 
February, 1997). 

study history is condemned to repeat it. 
I only hope that as savvy and charis­

matic Steve Jobs settles down at Apple, 
he remembers that he once long ago 
envied the Amiga and, more important, 
can help draw the legions of disenchant­
ed Amigans out there into the Mac fold by 
honor of implementing the Amiga's tal­
ents into the Mac's new OS. 

) AMES W. GREEN ID GE 

via Macworld Online 

In Defense of StarMax 

ARE T HE STARMAX 3000'S MINOR 

expandabi lit y limitati ons really 
enough to discou nt its obviously solid 
quality and performance (Reviews, Febru­
ary 1997)? When I studied your test 
results before purchasing a StarMax com­
puter myself last November, I noticed 
that the 3000's 200MHz 603e processor 
scored better than a Power Computing 
PowerBase 240 in all categories except 
FPU-lntensive ("Motorola's Hot New 
Macs," November 1996). I disagree. that 
a RAM limit of 160MB, the lack of an 
internal SCSI connector, and a non­
upgradable CPU are reasons enough for 
a home user on a strict budget to ignore 
the savings that Motorola offers. I made 
up for the StarMax's relative deficiency in 
VRAM by substituting 2MB for Motoro­
la's standard lMB, and still came out with 
the most affordable home system I could 
find at this performance level. 

CAR L WI TTENBERG 

Water Mill , New York 

The initial test results you saw in the November 
1996 issue wei·e for prototype systems, as iiuii­
cated in that st01y. When we tested the final ver­
sions ofthe Stai·Max ;ystems, the StarMax had 
no speed advantage, as reflected in the review in 
the Febrnmy 1997 issue. 

Don 't woriy, though-yon got a good sys­
tem. A three-star rating in Macworld is con­
sidered good, while four- and five-star ratings 
m·e considered veiy good and outstanding. 

Acconling to om· information, the Powe1·­
Base and StarMax 3000 systems are similarly 
pi-iced. Check out "Super l'v!ac Values" in this 

issue for more about getting the most Macintosh 
for your dollm'. -Ed. 

Photoshop 4.0 Quirks 

DEKE McCLELLAND'S ARTICLE ON 

Adobe Photoshop 4.0 was right on 
the money ("Photoshop's New Look," 
February 1997). As one who is in and out 
of Photoshop on a constant basis, I have 
found the changes in the new version ini­
tially frustrating (I can't remember how 
many times I moved a selection instead of 
the contents of the selection) but eventu­
all y lib erating as you incorporate the 
improved key commands into your sub­
conscious. The one point Deke missed, 
however, is that it is possible to limit the 
effect of a correction layer to just one 
layer by selecting the Group With Previ­
ous Layers option on the adjustment 
layer's setup box. Just one more way that 
Photoshop 4.0 is making imaging work 
more productive. 

TOM LA N DECKER 

San Francisco, California 

I HAVE THE PLEASURE OF RUNNING ONE 

of the most exciting computer color­
ing studios in the United States, and we 
use Photoshop nearly exclusively for the 
production of color for comic-book pub­
li cation. I recently opened up and in­
stall ed my Photoshop 4.0 upgrade with 
barely concealed glee. Ah, now our pro­
duction would double, triple, quadruple 
- all those strange little quirks ... gone! 

Then I discovered the truth: tl1e only 
thing good about 4.0 is that it didn't write 
over 3.0. 

DEN N I S CALERO 

New York, New York 

Network Hell 

I 'VE JUST READ WITH GREAT INTEREST 

"Color Ink-Jet Jewels" (February 
1 997), and I noticed the article does not 
say anytl1ing about network capabilities. 

I purchased the Hewlett-Packard 
DeskWriter 680c, described as having the 
fewest problems in printing. ILdid not 
work well at all. I have talked with sever­
al people who have the 680c, and it seems 
the 680c does not like to be networked. 

I'm not sure about the Canon BJC­
4550, but I know the Epson Stylus Color 
contin1tes 



SELECTING 

Complete Illustration, Photo Editing and Page Design 

we should put asbestos csloves in eve.cv box! 

�_�.�.�)�, �c�-�l�.�f�l�~ �-�1�-�­
top toying with feeble graphics programs that sap your creative 

e n erg y. Canvas 5 puts everything you need to realize your artistic 

vision into one integrated program that's ready to rock the 

second inspiration hits. • Say goodbye to concentration-zapping "launch and 

quit" cycles. With Canvas 5, absolutely stunning illustration, photo editing, and 

page design tools are always right at you r fingertips. • In addition, Canvas 5 

works with any file (from Photoshop'" to CorelDraw·· to GIF, TIFF, and JPEG) 

and any Photoshop-compatible plug-in. You also get over 20,000 clip art images 

and 2,000 premium URW'" fonts. • Simple, flexible, and relentlessly versatile, 

Canvas 5 is an industrial-strength graphics tool. So what are you waiting for? 

Put t he awesome power of Canvas 5 under your creative control today. 

Cl l9!11 Dtnth Sottwl<t. Cftl'IU is f trfdenw1t ol Deneh Soltw111. Al othef co111p1ny n1m11, produc1 n1mu. �t�r�1�c�e�~�1�h� 1nd regt5tere-d trldemt1b 1rt lht property ol tht11 
r11pec1rwillold1rs.1.Jmn1d11tneotlersubsecltcchin91""'thou1Mllit1 

DENEBA 

If you already own a graphics 

application , trade up to Canvas 5 for 

just $149.95. See your favorite reseller, 

or visit us at www.deneba.com for 

complete product information and 

secure online ordering. For a Canvas 5 

dealer near you, or to order by phone, 

call 1-SDD-6 CANVAS or 305-596-5644. 



LETTERS 

soo·is not networkable. I assumed the 
680c was networkable since nothing in 
the documentation said otherwise. 

DALE HALIFAX 

Minden City, Michigan 

Most of these printers, including the HP 680c, 
connect to a �M�a�c�~� serial port. (The Alps MD­
2010 uses SCSI, and the HP DeskJet 1600CM 
comes with Ethernet.) Be sure to turn the print­
er on before you turn on your Mac, and use a 
cable from the printer manufacturer or Apple. 
Ifproblems persist, HP recommends starting up 
with System 7. 5 extensions only, less Desktop 
Printing and PowerTalk. Remove fax modem 
extensions ifproblems continue. Lastly, check 
�H�e�w�l�e�t�t�-�P�a�c�k�a�r�d�~� Web site (http://www.hp 
.com) for the latest drivers.-Ed. 

Wish List 

I WAS WONDERING IF THERE IS ANY 

way to display the processor speed in 
the way the About This Macintosh box 
displays the amount of RAM and OS ver­
sion. I realize that this number is general­
ly displayed on newer Power Macs as part 
of the model number, but it is not on 
older ones. I know there are shareware 
programs that allow you to plug in a 
model number and get the specs, but 
wouldn't the Macintosh just be the 
coolest with this feature? 

A N DY ZE V O N 

New York, New York 

Yes, indeed. While I couldn't find anything that 
lets you view processor speed in the About This 
Macintosh box, how about being able to view it 
on the desktop in the Control Strip? Chris 
Modules 1.5 ($10 shareware, Chris Owen) 
allows you to add various modules to your 
Control Strip, one of which, Processor Speed, 
displays how fast your Macintosh is going. The 
program is available from the Macworld Online 
software library on the Web (http://www 
.macworld.com) and on America Online (key­
word Macworld).-Ed. 

My PC Can Beat Your PC 

I FOUND YOUR ARTICLE "IS THE MMX 

Pentium a Threat?" an interesting 
examination of Intel's multimedia chips 
(News, February 1997). However, I don't 
think.it is fair to say that the Power PC has 
met its multimedia match. 

First, MMX Pentiums have twice as 

much internal cache as their predecessors. 
This accounts for a substantial part ofany 
speedup noticed in your tests. As the 
PowerPC cache advantage is halved, its 
superiority in processor-intensive tasks is 
reduced. It's no wonder that the MMX 
Pentium trounced its non-MMX cousin. 

The second major difference is the 
bus speed running between the chips and 
their memory. Pentium machines tradi­
tionally run at either 60MHz or 66MHz, 
while Power Macintoshes run between 
40MHz and 50MHz. 

Last, Power Macs are fighting with 
one arm tied behind their backs. Apple 
still has a lot of emulated code in system 
software, which slows down practically 
any task. While the emulator has become 
faster over the years, it is actually the 
switching back and forth between native 
and emulated tasks that slows things 
down the most. 

Once you account for all these effects, 
MMX is no longer a big deal. Really, the 
Intel marketing department is Apple's 
biggest threat. 

PATRI C K TAYLOR 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 

Multifunction Madness 

MY HOME-OFFICE SPACE IS LIMITED 

to my library/den. To save space, 
multifunction units (printer, scanner, fax, 
copier, and so on) are now available for 
PCs, but I have been unable to find such 
a unit for my Macintosh. Are they avail­
able or in the offing? 

H ANS G . ENGEL , M . D . 

Mission Hill s, California 

Unfortunately, the situation hasn't changed over 
the last year. The multifunction devices that 
you've heard about are still designed for Win­
dows only, with no comparable Mac products in 
the works. See "Home Office Blueprint," May 
1996, for more information.-Ed. 

Letters should be sent to Letten , Macworld, 501 Sec­

ond St., San Francisco, CA 94107; via fax, 415/442­

0766; or electronically to CompuServe (70370, 702), 

MCI Mail (294-8078) , America Online (keyword 

Macworltl) , AppleLink (Macworldl), or via the Inter­

net (letters®111acworld.co111). Include return address and 

daytime phone number. Due to the high volume of 

mail received, we can't respond personally to each 

letter. We reserve the right to edit all letters. All pub­

lished letters become the property of Macworld. 

More megahertz is awonderful 

thing, but unfortunately, even your 

lightning-fast Power Mac'" system still 

makes you do all of the same tedious 

stuff that slows you down. You know... 

menus... dialog boxes... passwords... 

Chooser... you get the point. QuicKeys® 

3.5 supercharges your personal clock 

speed with its 

easy, on-the-fly 

automation power. 

It screams 

through your 

routine dialogs, 

page setups, 

passwords, and everything else, 

automatically and on demand across 

your entire Mac'" OS environment. 

Accelerate your personal productivity 

with QuicKeys! 

Order Today! 
CE Software, Inc.C�~� 800·523-7638 

([SOFTWARE Program QK 2149 

©1997 CE Software. Inc. CE Software, the 
CE Software logo are trademarks and QuicKeys is 
a registered trademark of CE Software, Inc. All 
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COREL For Macintosh® 

WordPerfect3.5 �

Work Faster, 
Smarter, Easier 
than Ever. 

Internet Tools �~�I� 
Document Design Tools Read and publish information with ease on 

Smart Functions �~�c�c�~ I Choose from hundreds of easy-to-use the World Wide Web! Netscape Navigator'" 
Internet browser, combined wi th Corel Let Corel® WordPerfect® 3.5 checkgrammar, formattingtools to tame even the most 

complicated documents. Use columns, WordPerfect 3.5's new HTML tools, lets youstyle and spellingfor you. It can even correct 
explore the "Information Superhighway" andtypos as you go! Is a letter too long-<>r a paper text boxes, bullets, headers, footers and 
create and edit your own HTML documents.too short?The Make It Fit™ fu nction can shrink more to put your best ideas across 

or expand your document to just the right size. effectively. 
And with support for Apple® MacinTalk�~�·� Corel 
WordPerfect 3.5 will even read it to you in your 
choice of voices. 

Regional Office Opens In Bangkok 

�=�~�.�.�:�=�-�=�=�-�=�~ �.�.�:n._1o.,,..._•twi.a1-·-­
...... .,...- .... - ........ t\.lt_ �
....... 11oo1 .....- ............... ,.. ...�~� �._,.,,.._,._,,_. 

�~�.�:�.�:�.�:�i �=�=�~�~�-�:� 

Ease ofUse 
Address and print 
envelopes automaticall y, 
merge letters with 
address li sts and more. 
Corel WordPerfect 3.5 
eliminates the drudgery 
of many routine tasks. 

Tables and Math 
Create everything from calendars to data tables with variable row 
and column sizes. Use built-in math functions for self- computing 
expense reports and invoicing. 

=:.::-­

_... _____ 

Templates 
Write letters, forms and faxes 
with preformatted document 
templates- all you have to 
do is add thewords. 
Predesigned brochures, 
planners, term papers and 
business forms (84 in all) let 
you create professional­
lookingdocuments quickly, 
with littl e effort . 

* The # 1 word processor/or the Mac" ************************ *  "�1�1 �1 �~�1 �. �:� 
•••• MACWORlD *=··,_ l!i·· : .. II• ,I I MAC HOME . IMWD'.J'.XWI * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** "*'*'** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * �

Mac"OS 
Corel andWordPerfect are registered trademarks of Corel 
Corporation or Corel Corporation Limtted. Apple and 
Macintosh are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, 
Inc. NetscapeNavigator isatrademar11ofNetscape 
Communications Corp. Microsoft and Windows are _ 
reglsteredtrademarksofMlcrosoltCorporation.Allother 1·800-248-0800 
productandcompanynamesaretrademarksor 
reglsteredtrademarksol lhelrrespeclivecompanles. 
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