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History will record as a profound irony 
that the most powerful word processing package 

ever created for the �I�B�M �~� Personal Computer 
wasn't created by IBM. 

LEADING EDGE.® 
Lcadmg Edge �P �r�o�d �u �c �t �~� Inc., Fortune 1300 Oivisitin , 21 Hi ghland Ci rcle, Needham Heights, Mass. 02194 (800) 343-3436 (617) 449-6762 

Headquarters and Retail Divi sion, 225 Turnpike Street, Canton, Mass. 02021 (800) 343-6833 (617) 828-8150 



INTRODUCING DATA BASE MANAGER If FROM ALPHA. 
IT'S FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE THEIR OWN IDEAS 

ABOUT WHICH SOFTWARE SHOULD BE INTEGRATED. 

H ere's a proposition for you. 
First thing tomorrow, throw out at least one of your favorite com­

puter programs. Maybe your word processor. Maybe your spread­
sheet. Maybe both.just make sure it's something you like, and that 
you've spent some time learning it. 

Now, start from scratch with programs you don't know. Ones that 
force you to give up features you depend on now. 

Interested? 
Well, if you plan to get in on the current "integrated" software 

rage, that's what you'll have to do. Because most integrated software 
systems only work with software from one manufacturer. 

If you think that's too much to ask, then Data Base Manager II 
from Alpha is for you. 

It starts by giving you an enom10usly powerful and elegantly 
approachable data base system. One that's menu driven and 
responds to simple, English-like commands. But one that's also truly 
fast. With all the advanced features you'd expect from a top-notch 
data base management system. 

Plus, you get extended DBMS features like phonetic word search, 
built-in fom1 letter, and date calculations. And a painless way to file 
data transferred to your PC from other micros, mainframes or infor­
mation utilities. 

And then it lets you do something else. It lets you totally integrate 
your word processor, and your spreadsheet program, instantly. 

So you can quickly call up and manipulate any information. Then 
move it over to VisiCalc,® 1-2:3 ™ or Multiplan TM for calculations. 
Then shuflle it over to �W�o�r�d�S�t�a�r �, �~� EasyWriter™ or Volkswriter™ for 

word processing. Without re-entering data. And without complex 
commands. 

In fact, Data Base Manager II let<; you integrate nearly any combi­
nation of the word processing and spreadsheet programs that run on 
the IBM PC or XT. 

The prestigious software journal, The Rosen Electronics Letter, 
says Data Base Manager H's unique capabilities "unify some of 
the best of ihe productivity packages already on the market. .. 
This is a signal �a�c�h�i�e�v�e�m�e�n�t�.�" �-�.�.�.�.�-�~ �~� 

You'll say that this 
is the way personal 
computing is supposed 
to work in the first place. 

See the remarkable 
new Data Base Manager II 
today. Call us toll-free at 

. 1-800-451-1018 (in Massachu­
setts call 1-617-2 29-2924 collect) 
for the name of the Alpha Software 
Dealer nearest you. 

DATA BASE MANAGER ll . FROM 

�~ �a�l�g�b�g� 
12 New England Executive Park, Burlington, Massachusetts 01803 
n 1 signifi es manufacturer's trademark. <!! signifies ma11ufacturer's registered trademark (C' 1985 Alpha Software Corp 
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FORGETS '.' 

MORE THAI JUST ANOTHER PRETTY Fi C • 
Says who? Says ANSI. 
Specifically, subcommittee X3B8 of the American 

National Standards Institute (ANSI} says so. The fact 
is all Elephant™ floppies meet or exceed the specs 
required to meet or exceed all their standards. 

But just who is "subcommittee X3B8" to issue such 
pronouncements? 

They're a group of people representing a large, 
well-balanced cross section of disciplines-from 
academia, government agencies, and the computer 
industry. People from places like IBM, Hewlett-Packard, 
3M, Lawrence Livermore Labs, The U.S. Department 
of Defense, Honeywell and The Association of Com­
puter Programmers and Analysts. In short, it's a bunch 
of high-caliber nitpickers whose mission, it seems, in 
order to make better disks for consumers, is also to 

make life miserable for everyone in the disk-making 
business. 

How? By gathering together periodically (often, 
one suspects, under the full moon) to concoct more 
and more rules to increase the quality of flexible 
disks. Their most recent rule book runs over 20 single­
spaced pages-listing, and insisting upon-hundreds 
upon hundreds of standards a disk must meet in 
order to be blessed by ANSI. (And thereby be taken 
seriously by people who take disks seriously.) 

In fact, if you'd like a copy of this formidable docu­
ment, for free, just let us know and we'll send you 
one. Because once you know what it takes to make 
an Elephant for ANSI ... 

W e think you'll want us to make some Elephants 
for you. 

�E�L�E�P�H�A�I�T�~ �M� HEAVY DUTY DISKS. 
Marketed exclusively by Leading Edge Products, Information Systems and Supplies Division, 55 Providence 

Highway, Norwood, MA 02062. Dealers : Call toll-free 1-800-343-841 3; or in Massachusetts, 
ca ll co llect (617) 769-8150. 
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FINANCE OR ACCOUNTING WORKSHEETS FAST. 

Gentlemen . s tart your 
co mpute rs . 

Time:O 

I . �~�A�J�.�.�. �I�N�l�~�A�~�E�X�P�E�~�S�·� 2 WCX..C l PLAf".IN ING 
3 19113 
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Salec;1 ootuwt or type command lll ttot 
R2C I - QUOGET Pl.ANNiNQ NL MultlQlat'l TEMP 

.. 

Your sa les budget an the 
Multip lan electr onic 
worksh eet - in reco rd time . 

I 

. Time: 5.2 

First Microsoft crea ted 
the Multiplan interactive 
electronic worksheet to 
help you analyze your busi­
ness problems and explore 
possible solutions. Without 
asking you to become a 
computer expert. 

Now we've added the 
Multi -Tool™ budget and 
financial expert systems. 

They can help desig n 

Select budget 
intervals. 

Time: 0.5 

and bui ld financia l or 
accounting worksheets 
ta ilored to your specific 
needs. In minutes. 

You won't have to worry 
about d eveloping formulas 
or formatting screens to 
build your Multipla n work­
sheets. Because the expert 
systems literally do it for you. 

For example, the Multi ­
Tool Budget expert system 
creates seven inter -
related 

Enter sales 
rev enue . 

Time: 1.0 

Multiplan worksheets for a 
tota l budget planning and 
control environment. 

Whaf s more, each system 
is developed by experts: 
business professionals and 
leading authorities in 
finance and accounting. 

You'll benefit from their 
knowledge immediately, 
throug h the powerful work­
sheets each Multi-Tool 

expert system builds for 
you. And with the 

sop histicated 
tutorial manuals 
tha t accompany 
eac h system. Each 
manual provides 
in-depth informa ­
tion about both the 
design of the work­
sheets a nd the 
areas of finance 
and accounting 
they cover. 

Ent er s elling 
expenses . 

Time: 1.5 

The result: a tailored 
electronic worksheet that 
helps you make high quality 
dec isions. 

That's just what you'd 
expect from Microsoft. The 
people who let you con­
centrate on your business 
rather than on your 
computer. 

Ask your computer dealer 
to let you test drive the new 
Multi-Tool expert systems. 
Better tools that help you 
put your business in first 
place. 

THE MULTI-TOOL EXPERT 
SYSTEMS. A POWERFUL 
ADDITION TO THE MULTIPLAN 
ELECTRONIC WORKSHEET. 
Available now: 
The Multi-Tool Budget 
expert system. 
The Multi-Tool Financial 
Statement expert system. 

BETTER TOOLS FOR MICROCOMPUTERS 

MICROSOFTM 
Microsoft is a registered trademark, and Multi-Tool 
Multiplan and the Microsoft logo are trademarks 
of Microsoft Corporation. 

TM 
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