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Tandy Turns DeskMate 
Into Operating Environment 

Open. Up 
Graphic User 
Interface to 
Developer 

Tancly 01·poration has announced that il will open 
up the interface of its DeskMale de ktop all-in-one 
utilily package to olher oftware publishers for u:e 
as a low-end operating environment. The product, 
which ha. been shipping since 19 4 und has an in­
lalled base of more than 1 million, was convert.eel 

to offe1· a graphic user interface last summer when 
a network version wa introduced. Software pub-
Ii hers who opt for the pulldown menu and pop-up 
dialog boxes of the new Desk1\tlale's graphic u er 
interface are virtually guaranteed a target market 
of approximately 500,000 PC users. That' how 
many copies of Personal DeskMale 2 and the net­
work-oriented Professional DeskMale Tandy 

plans to ship free with variou computer models in 
1988. Tandy will al o sell both ver ion through its 
7000 Radio Shack s tores and franchi eel dealers. 
Ed Juge, Tandy's director of markel planning, 
speculates that a many a 1 million copies could 
hip next year. While Desk 11ale does not support 

multitasking, it i po ible to transfer data from 
one application to <mother using it clipboard. Un­
like Microsoft Windows and other more ambitious 
environment , DeskMate can run comfortably on 
floppy-based 8088 m· 80 6 computers with only a 
lOOK overhead, Tandy says. Among early backers 
i Symantec, which will rede ign it Q&A file man­
ager for this environment. 

Tandy Ponders a 
PS/2 Clone 

Gou/cl Be the 
First Micro 
Chaunel 
Compatible 

T andy Corporation will be the first to ship a com­
puter compatible with IBM's Micro Channel­
equipped PS/2s, according to press report . Ex­
pected to ship this ummer, the product may pro­
vide the first test of IBM's willingness to let 
a nother endor duplicate the functionality of its 
patented Micro Channel Architecture. A key i ue 
i whether Tandy' cros -licensing agreement 
with IBM will protect a functionally equivalent but 
ind p ndently developed P /2 design. Tandy' Juge 

won't reveal the specific of those agreements but 
ay that "the legal i ue is a nonissue for u ." He 

admits that his company is "looking at" MCA de­
signs and wiU relea e one "when and if our cus­
tomer base demand it." An IBM pokesper on, who 
points out that as much as 80 percent of PS/2 tech­
nology is proprietar y, would not comment on the 
cross-licen e with Tandy. He added that IBM has 
"cro s-licen es with many companies in the indus­
try," which means that Tandy may not be the only 
company with thi opportunity. 

SideKick Plus Debuts With 
Promotions 

Cnrrenl Cns­
toni 1" Will 
Gel Cash 
Rebate· 

B orland International ha announced several pro­
motion to get its new e..xpanded-memory version 
of icleKick off to a fast ·tart. urrent registered 
u ·ers of the landmark de ktop accessory package 
who purchase t he $199.95 SicleKick Pl,us before 
May 31 will receive a $35 rebate if they send proof 
of purcha e and the package coupon to Borland by 
July 31. Nonregistered u ers who can prove by the 

erial number or other mean that they own a copy 
f ideKick can get a rebate of $25. In addition, 

Intel P rsonal Computer Enhancement Operation 
will send a free copy of SideKick Plus to buyer · of 
it!': AboveBoard expanded memory board through 
August 31. SideKick P/u. i designed to keep 
its much-enhanced set of desktop utilities in 

expanded memory (or extended memory on a 386 
system), with only its 70K program kernel in con­
ventional memory. Those who lack such memory or 
want to run SicleKick Pbts on a laptop can config­
ure "satisfactory" versions of the progrnm to run in 
as little as 1281<, maintains Borland president Phil­
ippe Kahn. But the full complement of ideKick 
utilities require 384 1< of memory ( ee "Borland 
Ships ideKick Plu ," Top of the 'ew , PCW, Feb­
ruary 19 ). Borland anticipates that up to 100,000 
of the cunent 1 million or so SicleKick u r_ will 
take advantage of its SideKick Plus rebate promo­
tion. Borland will continue to market the original 
SicleKick at $84.95. 
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Basic System Features 
HJ>(FD C1mtrcillcr • 1.2M B fl<Jl'P.I drlw • Serial pt>rl 
(Clim I ) imd 1111r u/Jcol /l<>rl • 011timwl 2nd serial port 
(Com Z) & 011t1011ul (#mrie flOrt • 200 Wu // PIS • High 
quulit.1 metal mse • llur dwur e reset s11 itrh and turbo 
L. E.D. • Opt iom1/ di1:J111/ l .. E.D. • l ock l cul e11dar wl 
hutlUJ buck-up • Complete doct1mcntn t in11 • F.11­
/1u11 ced keyboard 1101 ke.1sl • H ea1J duty puckaginJ:. 

Sta nford 336-20 
9/20 Mflz 2.l MHt ·riirouf!hpu / 
Intel true 32 Bit 80386-20 CPU (20 MHz) 9/20 MHz 
softwore (keyboord) switchoble clock • CMOS 
memory, 16 chonnel Interrupt, 7 OMA chonnels • 
RAM con be expended lo 16.5 MB of 32 bit high 
speed interleaved memory • 2- 32 blt, 4- 16 bit ond 
2- 8 �b�i�~� expdnsion slots • Supports 80387-20 ond/ 
or 80387-16 Molh co-processors • Aword BIOS Ver. 
3.03, oil set up utilittes ore progrommed 1n ROM • 
(Phoenix BIOS optionol) • Plus bosic system 

lectures. $2299* 
Sta nford 386-18 
9/ 18 M l fl .ZI M iiz "/"/1ru11gl111u1 
Some conligurotion os in syslem 386-20 except: intel 
true 32 bit 80386-16 CPU • Plus bosic sysfem 

feotures. $2049* 
Sta nford 286-1 6 
8112 }\ I/ti 16 MHz rtwo1111/1p 11{ 
Intel 80286- 12 cpu, 8/12 MHz soffwore (keyboord) 
switchable clock • Aword BIOS, Norton SI (Yer 3.0): 
15.8 • DRAM con be �e�~ �p�o�n�d�e�d� lo l MB on M/ B 
• Selectoble between 0 wail stole or o ne woit stole • 
8 eiiponsion slots (5- 16 bits, 3--8 bits) • Socket for 

NETWORKING 
Stanford Intelli gent Net-JI Card 
Ether ·Net/Che9per Net specification �~� 
80180 processor {!< 82586 LAN co-proces­
so r • Doto tronsfer rote : 10 M B/S. Net­
work software compatibility: PC-NET, MS­
NET, Novell. $499 
Xenix Multi -Terminal Card 
Microprocessor-based intelligent terminal 
controller. Z-808 CPU • 16 KB dual port 
RAM, 8 KB local RAM • 6 asynch. seria l 
channels. $599 

• Seagate/Miniscribe/Mi cropolis HD Or:ives 
• Th0Dison/S11111su11g Monitors . 
• EGiVVGA/CGA Video Graphic Carifs 
• EEMS Memory Expansion Cards 
• 300/ 1200/2400 Baud Modems 
• Optical .Mouse/No Slot Clock 
• Panasonic Printers 
• P;masonic Facsimil e Cards 

Call us for volume dealer/ 
reseller/ discounts. 

Ask us tw our Optional On-Site Service 
FRF.E Shfpping und credit card �U�S�l�l�~�e� 

TO ORDER CAL L: 

1-(800) 248-4786 
IN CALI FORNIA : (408) 435-1515 
Tech Support: (408) 435-2626 
FAX (fnternational Sales): (408) 435-8424 
TELEX (International �S�n �l� �c�~�) �:� 4943373 W ASAE 
1-loun>: Mon- t!" ri 8:00 am - 5:30 pm P.S.T. 

• 
Spedal Offer w/System l111rchase! 

Dr. Halo Ill . .. $49. 99 (rotai/ valuo $139.95) 
or Desktop Publishers' Graphics . .. $59. 99 
(retail valuo S 195.00/ 

80287 math co-processor • Plus bosic system lec­

tures. • $1119* 
Stanford 286-12 
61811(//12 .\ 11-17. J Wnll .'iUJte 
Same confi guration os in 286/16 except: Intel 80286­ STANFORD 
10 CPU, 618110112 MHz sof!wore (keyboard) Switch­
oble clock • Plus basic system features. SYSTEMS$989* 

786 COMPUTER COMPANY 
174 Component !)rive, San Jose, A 95 131 ' System price does not include memory (DRAMS). 

•Repn('tedby pc1m1st1on fJofnComputor.& SohworeN!7W' Feb 22, 1988 
CopyogM- Lcbl1or·Fn<tdmon, lnc., -49-S Pork Avo .• NY...,NY 10022 

S!anford Sysi.am• ""' i nJo OS,2, MS DOS, )(om, Uflr.i: . M.c:toSolt &CG!. AutoCad Ver 9.0, lolus and O·BMc II . oc VoUf fl'IOOO')' �~ �.� �I�f� &nniord Systems 
ptOYQ �~ �- 1.ttum ttto 1yt1bmwJJtOftgwWput>;ist1ectvors;onot the sotrwaro rnent>O{Mtdwitnln 30dO'flol ,wolcoda1e Wo wtll r(tplaco ""' 1n ac:ompatJbla 
�~�~ �.� °' �a�l�~ Qptlon. rolvnd purCMSQ �~ Pr!CO$, t&rrns ot �~�. and spoofle3boos nro �s�u�b�j�~ to cNngo w,fhou1 not'OO Wo fO'SOfVO �~ nghl 10 substitu10 
®U1YlllenS or �~�n�o�r� proovett &rorn and omisSIOf1 1111"1 eJ1cer>1Bc1 AJt �1�1�~ ore copynghtod by ttwf rtspoctive ownors 

Circle 64 on reader service card 



Windows· Based Personal 
Information Manager Debuts 

Polciris Takes 
On H a.vy 
Hitters 

T he personal infol'mation manager market, which 
didn't exist before the COMDEX/Fall announce­
ment of Lotus's Ageuda, is about to get yet anoth­
er player. Polaris Software, a small company based 
in E condido, California will challenge Agenda, 
ymantec's Grandview, and a gr wing li st of othel' 

packages with PackRal, a Wv11dow -based applica­
tion designed to exchange data with Microsoft' 
E':rcel. Whereas Agenda employ free-form catego­
ries and Grandview i built around an outliner, 
PackRal uses a Ii t-making metaphor. The pack­
age features a ho t of facilitie that make exten ive 
u ·e of the mouse for data linking, searching, and 
expansion to higher levels of detail. These include 
a phone book wilh an auto-dialer, a Jog of phone 

call , an expen e log, an app intment calendar 
or agenda, a to-do li st, inrlex cards for note 01· 

graphics, a facility with which to a ·ign keywords 
to fi les, and a global li st facility that aids searches 
across the other facililie and the creation of non­
relational link between lisl item" Pack Rot, which 
will ship with a run-time version of �I�~� inclow 2.0 in 
May for under $400, !'Un with a 70K m mo1·y ker­
nel and another lOOK l'esident on disk. Lal'ted as 
an information management company in 19 5 Po­
laris ha acl1ieved most of it ucces in the quiet 
but lucrative bu· ine of Cl'eating pl'int dl'ivers, 
downloadable fonts, and variou utiliti e, for 
He1\lett-Packard' populal' La erJet family. 

PictureWare Ships PS/2 
Image Data Base 

PS/21; Reduce 
User Costs 

I BM's PS/2 �h�a �~� reduced the hardware require­
ments for creating and using pi ·Lure data bases, 
broadening the market potential for that product 
category, claim the publishel' of one uch pro­
gl'am. ln May, Philadelphia-ba eel PictureWare 
will l'elease a new version of Pict nr Power that le­
ve!'ages the PSl2's analog monitor and the greater 
colm· capabilities of the VGA graphic· tandard fol' 
mol'e lifelike image . PicturePowe1·1. 7 support 
256 colors at 320 by 200 resolution-color being 
more important than high l'e olution in the repre­
entat ion of photographic imag . . F'ormerly, pro­

ducing such images required a $1300 to $2000 im­
age capture/display boa!'d and analog monitor, in 
addition to a video camera; now, PS/2-equipped 
users need thi full configuration only when actu­
ally captul'ing image . Mo t picture data ba e u ers 
with PS/2s can rely on the y Lem' analog monitor 
and get by with a less exp n ·ive di play board, re­
ducing overall hardware co ·t . Additionally, Pic­
tureWare will bundle in a $750 P /2-compatible im­
age di play board free with its. 945 oftware 
through July. PicturePow r accepts clBA E Ill 
Pliis file . 

Corvus Turns Around 

Pioneer Re­
bound · H illt 
Products cmcl 
Profits 

M icl'o industry pioneer C01·vu. Sy ·terns, having 
traveled a rocky road in the past few yeal's, is back 
on tl'ack, claim new president L w Lipton. He of­
fer a evidence two consecutive pl'ofitable quar­
ters and some innovative but in xpensive nelwol'k 
pl'oducts. During the ix months ended ovembel' 
30, Corvus logged a pl'ofit of 11 cent a share on 
r venues of $15. million compared to a 17 cenl 
lo per shar on $22.4 million dul'ing the same pe­
riod a year befol'e. Lipton cam lo Corvu la l 
June and immediately dow1rized both the company 
and its product line. He laid off almost 50 of the 
company's 200 employees and cut it bu ·ine s to 
network sales only. Co1·vu , tighll .v focu eel once 
mol'e on LA bu iness . .recently began hipping a 

new version of its PC NeLwork Operating System 
(PC/NOS), a DOS LAN with no file el'ver l'equire­
ment-any user on the sy ·Lem can acce s the files 
and periphel'als of any other node. F'i r:t intrnduced 
in Ma!'ch 19 7, PC 0 no11· suppol'ls LIM 4.0 ex­
panded memory and at $695, i licen ed for 64 
node . Cor vus, boa Ling 350,000 in tailed nodes, 
also renamed its ori ginal 1-Mbp twi ted pair net­
work a Omninet!l, ·Ia bed Lhe adapt r' price to 
$149, and introduced a -1- Ibps vel' ion. mninet/4, 
\\'ith $349 adapter . Both vel'. ion wol'k under PC/ 
NOS 01· Novell's Netwar . ompleLe 4-norle kits are 
available. Lipton predicts a prnfitabl yea!' with 
sales of about $30 million. e 
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�~ �Y�E�S�!� Bill Me Later �
Rush me one year ( 12 monthly issues) of PC World for only $19. 97. That's 
over 43 % off the annual cover price of $35 .40 and over 33 % off the regular 
subscription rate of $29.90. PLUS, I'll get a FREE miniature computer clock! 

NAME ___________________________ _ 

CITY ________________STATE ____ ZIP ____ 

Please ;ilkm.· 6 10 R �w�e�e�k�.�~� for deli very of yo ur firsl iss ue. Offer good in th e U.S. on ly. 

4CBB4 

raYES! Bill Me Later �
Rush me one year ( 12 monthly issues) of PC World for only $19. 97. That's 
over 43 % off the annual cover price of $35 .40 and over 33 % off the regular 
subscription rate of $29.90. PLUS, I'll get a FREE miniature computer clock! 

NAME ____________________________ 

COMPANY __________________________ 

TITLE ____________________________ 

ADDRESS _______ ____________________ 

CITY ________________STATE ____ ZIP ____ 

Please allow 6 10 8 week.-. for delivery of your first issue. Offer good in 1hc U.S. only. 

PCW;RLD �
4CBB4 

Give Now-We'll Bill You Later �
A one year subscription (12 monthly issues for just $19.97) wi ll be sent to 
the person I isted below. That's over 43 % off the annual cover price of $35 .40 
and over 33% off the regular subscription rate of $29.90. PLUS, you'll get a 
FREE miniature computer clock! 
Send Gift from: Send Gift to: 

NAME NAME 

COMPANY COMPANY 

TITLE TITLE 

ADD RESS ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP CITY STATE ZIP 

Please all ow 6 to 8 weeks for deliver y of your firs 1 iss ue. Offer glXKI in the U.S. only. 

2AM E I 



, 0 POSTAGE 

N ECESSA RY 

IF �~�I�A �l� �l�.�E�D� IN 
1INITED STATES 

BUSINESS REPLY Iv1AIL 
l' lll ST CLASS PERMIT '0 . 1262 BOU LDE!l , CO 

l'OS.li \C.E W I LL DE PA ID UV A D D!l ESSE E 

PC World 
Subscription Department 
P.O. Box 51833 
Boulder, Colorado 80321-1833 

11 •• 1.11 ••••• 11 ••• 1.1 ••• 11 ••• 111 •• 1••• 11 ••• 11 •••• 111 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
l'lll ST Cl.A SS PERMIT NO. 1262 BOULD ER. CO 

�1  "�o�~ �· �I �A�l�>�E� W IL L DE PA ID UY ADDHESSEE 

PC World 
Subscription Department 
P.O. Box 51833 
Boulder, Colorado 80321-1833 

11 •• 1.11 ••••• 11 ••• 1.1 ••• 11 ••• 111 •• 1••• 11 ••• 11 •••• 111 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FlllST CLASS PERMIT NO. 1262 BOULDER . CO 

Pos·l<\GE WILL BE PAID llY ADDHESSEE 

PC World 
Subscription Department 
P.O. Box 51833 
Boulder, Colorado 80321-1833 

11 •• 1.11 ••••• 11 ••• 1.1 ... 11 •• 1III11I111II111II1111 I I I 

NO POSTAGE �

NECESSARY �

IF MAILED IN �

UN ITED STATES �

•o Pos·c.\G E 

NECESSA RY �

I F o\I A IL ED IN �

UN IT ED STATES �



ORACLE®turns Lotus 1-2-3 
into a full function database. 
0 RACLE, the world's most powerful relational database, now 

works from inside your Lotus 1-2-3 spreadsheet program. 
Familiar 1-2-3 menus guide you through creating, modifying and retriev­
ing data in your database. You can even perform ORACLE database 
functions automatically using standard Lotus macros and formulas. 
The point is ... 

"'V!JriUI 
.., ,..... 

"" �·�~�-"' ttJ.-"' ... .. ....... 
'"- .... 

....- '"' ...,.... '" 
"" ..... ..." 

""' " 

Store unlimited amounts of data �
in your ORACLE database. �

. . . If you already know how to 
use Lotus 1-2-3,then you already 
know how to use ORACLE. 
By purcing data into a database, Lotus 1-2-3 spreadsheet's 
performance is improved, long re-calcs are eliminated and 
your worksheets are smaller and more manageable. 

• Have ORACLE for 1-2-3 
build the query automati ­
call y for you and retrieve 
just the data you need. 
• Asingle command auto­
matically creates new 
database tables from data in 
any existing worksheet. 
• In update mode, changes 
in your worksheet become 

ORACLEe 
COMPATIBILITY· PORTABILITY· CONNECTAllLI TY 

changes in your database. 
And if you make a mistake, 
youcan ... 
• Undochanges. Or save your 
changes permanently in your 
database and \\ ork heet. 
• Share the same data in mul­
tiple worksheets, or even 
across a network of different 
computers with many user . 

Call 1·800·0RACLE1,
ext. 146 today.

For International pricing call (415) 598·8290 

ii \'(lfJat a boon to t/Je 
power spreadsheet 

user ... most wish 

t/Jat [Lotus 1-2-3] 
could do more, store 
more, be updated 

more easi!J ... u it/J 
ORACLE running 
behind it , it can do 

all this and �m�o�r�e�. �~� 

Andrew M. Seybold, 
Publisher, 011tlonk 011 

Professional Computing 

Use all tbefeatures of 
Lotus 1-2-3 to analyze, report, 

and graph data in your ORACLE 
database. 

Act now, and we'll paysates tax and shipping. �
So fill out and mail the attached coupon, or call today. �
You can also purchase ORACLE for 1-2-3 at your favorite �
computer store. $199.* �
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1.01. I also hal' r �f�f�i �~�m�.�:�o� of RAM . plus either ff° lltB or extended memory or I II will rrm ign IMll or mr rxp2ndtd (abul'r ·homl) memory'' extended memory. 
l'kaseirnd me thr dmhase I alrndr know how to use - tht ORACl.Edatabastadd· II 10 fo r lotus 1-2-j . on 0 ; •,; " or 0 j Y1 " disks Enclosed I nt)' : 0 check. or I 0 VI SA 0 .ll C 0 A.If EX rrtdit nnl •uthoriz11ion for S199.' I 

I I�fll\'T:\. \.\IE O.\Tt 

�C�O�\ �\�P�A�~ �) �·� Till[

I �~�n�E�r�r� f,\·u PO. t1tun. plrmtJ I 
I I�CITY H .H[ Jnd 7JP 

I I�PllO\E 

Cl £DIT C\RO �~�D �I �B�L�R� 

I I�CAM I) EXPIRATIOS DATE 

�~ �r�.�~ �-�-�-�-�-�-�- �=�L �o___I 
'Prier �v�~�l�i�d� In U.S. onl )'. © 1988. ORACLE is' rrgisttrrd tr.1dom3rk ur Omle CorpOrJtion lotu> •nu 1-1·.1arr tr.idrnwk> or Lotus Dt'l'dopment Corpor.i tion. TRllA 
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Advancing the State of Art �
Introducing Mic rografx Designer �

High-Perfo rf!'"l ance Design , Illustration , and Drafting �

From the company that brought 
the IBM PC its first drawing 

system comes the most ad­
vanced drawing system ever. 
It combines all the features of a 
CAD system for on engineer 
with a complete set of artistic 
tools for a graphic artist. Its 
name won 't surprise you . Its 
power will blow your doors off. 
We coll it Microgrofx Designer. 

With Designer. you con load 
a scanned image you hove 
sketched. Then trace over the 
bitmap to create a resolution­
independent image which you 
con stretch . color. and enhance 
with for more detail. But Designer 
doesn 't stop there. It includes 
unmatched drawing tools . such 
as spline and parabolic curves. 
freehand drawing. lines and polylines. 
ores. and ellipses. 

Designer allows you to edit polygons and curves. fill irregu­
larly shaped objects. and rotate text and graphic s to one­
tenth of a degree. Designer's variable zoom. fully associa­
tive dimensioning. 64 loyers. 5 line styles. and 15 arrow and 
end styles provide unlimited control over your drawings. 

Designer provides extensive text handling capabilitles such 
as merging text files from popular word processing pro­
grams and supporting graphic and 

For engineers. Designer includes 
a symbol library management 
system for assigning port num­

bers. annotating drawing 
files w ith descriptive names. 

and generating ports lists. 
It also comes with Windows 

CONVERT. for transferring 
files to AutoCAD and bock. 

For graphic artists. Designer 
includes tools for mixing millions 

of colors (RGB. CYM. or HLS) . 
viewing and layout aids. a large 

drawing area (1 60' x 160'), com­
patibility with Aldus PogeMoker. 

and thousands of ClipArt images. 

Designer supports the most popular 
loser printers. p lotters. and color printers. 

Designer's Postscript compatibility guarantees 
you the best possible quality output from 300 DPI on 

your loser printer to 2540 DPI on on Allied Linotronic 300 
phototypesetter. 

In addition. Designer is compatible with Microgrofx Win­
dows GRAPH. Windows DRAW. and ln ' o'Vision . plus Micro­
soft Excel and Windows Write. And Designer's interface is 
based on Windows 2.0. matching the user interface of IBM 's 
Presentation Manager for OS/2. 

For additional information. call your local Micrografx Au­
thorized Dealer or coll toll -free 1-800-272-DRAW (in Texas. 

214-234-1769). or write to Micro­
bitmapped fonts. You c on edit text grofx. Inc .. 1820 North Greenville 
and even stretch and rotate it. And Ave.. Richardson . Texas 75081 .MICROGRAFX�
Designer supports all Windows­�
compotible fonts and download­ Step up to Micrografx Designer �
able fonts. The Picture of Success and advance the state of you r art . �

Trace a scanned sketch Reshape complex curves 
or photograph and parabolas. 

All illustrations were created with Mlcrografx Designer. 
fhe 1o110Wlf'oQ �l�~ �h�n�g� ts a ·rocsemoik 1e1ercnce . rnck.JC1ng 1eg:s 1e100 ono �u�n�1�e�g�1�~�1�e�r�e �d� trooemo1.:s 101 tne comoonies lis ted 1n·a·v 1S10n . �w�i�n�o�~ CONV!:RI. �W�l�n�d�o�~� OOAW W1odOW?. 
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DAVID BUNNELL 
I 

Ear to the Ground �
New look, new feel, new edltorlal, and new energy. �

We've been listening to you. So that you'll continue �

David 
Bunnell 

to listen to us. 

You've probably noticed by 
now that PC World has a very 
different look and feel than it 
used to. Last month we changed 
our typography, introduced a 
new logo, and transformed our 
design to make PC World much 
more readable and accessible. 

Why? We wanted to update 
the look of the magazine to 
match the changes we have made 
to its editorial content. And we 
wanted to visually convey the 
new energy we're feeling about 
personal computing. 

How did we settle on this new 
format? We conducted exten­
sive interviews with our readers 
and organized marketing focus 
groups composed of readers of 
other personal computer 
publications. 

Some of you might ask why we 
would tamper with a good thing. 

There are two reasons. One is 
that in the magazine world, re­
designs are a necessary part of 
the business. Most major maga­
zines undergo a face-lift every 
few years in order to change 
their focus or attract new 
readers. 

The second reason is our de­
sire to maintain PC World's posi­
tion as an ally of users and a 
leader in the changing world of 
personal computing. The PC 
marketplace of the future will be 
a complex one, not at all like the 

primitive chaos into which PC 
World was launched over five 
years ago. 

PC World has changed dra­
matically because the technology 
has changed dramatically, and so 
have you-our readers. You've 
become much more technically 
savvy. Our research tells us that 
many of you now manage and in­
fluence work groups using com­
puters. Many of you are heads of 
MIS departments in large corpo­
rations. A significant number of 
you work in, and even run, small 
and medium-size businesses. 
Our readers include numerous 
presidents, CEOs, and entrepre­
neurs. You rely on us to help you 
implement personal computers in 
your work to enhance your busi­
ness. Obviously, your computing 
needs have become more exten­
sive and demanding than they 
were when desktops were ruled 
by 8088 machines with 256K of 
memory, two floppy disk drives, 
and a letter quality printer. 

We felt it was incumbent upon 
us not only to upgrade our own 
technology at PC World but also 
to keep pace with the changing 
editorial needs of our readers. 
We're firmly committed to posi­
tioning our magazine as an inno­
vator and industry watcher. 
(continues) 
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Tandy Computers: 
Because there is 
no better value.™ 

Tandy®Business Solutions �

.,.._ �·�· �~�~� �J�;�;�l�.�.�.�.�- �~�=�n�-

Tandy 4000 Tandy 3000 

Tandy 1000 TX Tandy 1400 LT Tandy 1000 SX 

Design your system around the 
broadest selection of PCs in the industry. 

Tandy Computers are the best-sellin g IBM ® PC compati­
bles in America. From the latest 386 technology and 
highly expandable 286 systems to portables, we have it all . 

Workgroup Solutions. Our 3Com® workgroup lets people 
and PCs work together, so your entire offic e can share in­
formati on and route messages- electronicall y. And with 
IRMALAN "', up to 20 people in your workgroup can ac­
cess an IBM mainframe. 

M ultiuser Solutions. We've had more experience with 
XENIX® mult iuser systems than anyone. And we offer 
SCO"' business productiv ity software that's designed ex­
pressly for multiuser effici ency. 

Total Support. Radio Shack Computer Centers offer the 
most comprehensive range of support st;rvi ces in the indus­
try. The bottom line? We work hard for your business! 

llad1elhaeK �
COMPUTER CENTERS 

A DIVISION OF TANDY CORPORATION 

3Com/Reg. TM 3Com Corp. IAMALANfTM Digital Communications Associates. Inc. IBM/Reg. TM IBM 
Corp. XENIX/Reg. TM Microsoh Corp. SCO/Aeg . TM The Santa Cruz Operation. 

Circle 197 on reader service card 

DAVID BUNNELL 

That's why we added the inde­
pendent and highly regarded a­
tional Software Testing Labora­
tories to our editori al team last 
year. As a result, we now ove1·­
see more lab testing of products 
than any other publication in 
microcomput ing today. 

In addition, the PC market 
has grown tremendously and be­
come increasingly segmented, 
with more products for more 
platforms than ever. 

So it's not surpr ising that our 
readers have developed a vora­
cious appetite for new-product 
information and comparati ve, 
real-lif e evaluations. In the past 
year we have more than doubled 
the number of products reviewed 
in each issue. These are high­
lighted in The Sq/'lware She((, 
The Har dware Site(!; and a full er 
"Review" section. 

Another impor tant part of the 
new PC World is Industry Out­
look. Our readers want to know 
what's going on in the microcom­
puter industry, especiall y in 
business developments and stra­
tegic alli ances that affect them. 
If you know how Microsoft's 
OS/2 LAN Manager competes 
with IBM 's Extended Edition, 
you can better plan the way 
you'll work, tr ain others, and 
buy products. 

We also know that you're look­
ing for opinion and analysis from 
PC veterans. That's why in the 
last year, we've added columns 
by PC industry guru Stewar t Al­
sop; Will Zachmann, the contro­
versial International Data Cor­
poration analyst; and Robert 
Can , the technology exper t who 
created Framewol'k II. 
(continues) 



MAGNAVOX 
Smart.Very smart. 

' MAC Is a registered trademark of Apple Computer. Inc. �
PS/2 1s a regis tered trademark of IBM Corp �
ATI is a reg1s1ercd trademark of AT&T Corp. �
C 1988 Ph illps Consumer Elect ronics Company A d1v1s1on of Nort h American Philip s Corporation . Circle 100 on reader service card 



" ... the speed, print quality, and 
other thoughtful features of the 
ALPS P2000 ... make this wide­
carriage 9-pin matrix printer my 
favorite new printer ofthe year;' 

"The ALPS ALQ300 and 
P2400C are both rugged 
wide-carriage dot matrix 
printers with excellent 
letter quality type ... " 

�'�~�P�S America keeps on com­ "To distinguish letter-quality�
ing back with more attention­ from daisywheel output re­�
getting dot matrix �p�r�i�n�t�e�r�s�~�'� quires a magnifying glass:' �

It takes some awfully good PC has become one of the fastest growing 
printers to generate reviews like this. printer companies in the nation. 

But if you're not easily swayed Which should come as no surprise. 
by public opinion, consider this: After all, ALPS printers give you 

Since our first print­ _ ', more for your money. Like 
ers were introduced �t�-�-�l�i�i�i�i�i�i�i�i�i�i�i�i�m�m�i�i�i�i�m�m�i�i�i�l�i�i�i�i�i�l�i�i�i�i�i�i�i�i�i�i�i�l�i�i�.�,�.�.�.�~� speeds up to 400 cps. 

.......... 1�in the U.S. in late 1985, Seven-color printing. 
ALPS America Snap-in/out, inter­



�' �~� .. so quiet that we doubt 
even alibrary would need 
the 'quiet' �m�o�d�e�~�'� 

"In almost every phase of con­
struction, ALPS seems to have 
relied on sturdier materials 
than it might have had to­
something which is a definite 
advantage for the user:' 

changeable 18-and 24-pin print heads. 
An array of paper feed methods. And 
full compatibility with most all the 
leading PCs and software. 

But as good as the ALPS look on 
paper, they look even better in person. 

So call us for a free demo or 
more information at 800-828-ALPS. 

Circle 2 on reader service card 

" ... its controls are the 
most accessible of any 
printer we have used .. :' 

" ... a real workhorse , 
printer that prints faster 
than others in its price 
range and is loaded with 
features .. !' 

cts 

In California, call 800-257-7872. 
Or settle for printers of a lesser type. 

ALPS �
AMERICA 

IT'S TIME YOU SAW THE ALPS. 

© 1988, ALPS America. 
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New! 80286 Based 
Tandy" 1000 TX 

CALL! 
For M1)or 
Savings 

SAVE $360 OR MORE 

SAVE 
20-40°/o
OFF LI ST ON ALL TANDY 

AN D RS EQUIPMENT 

TANDY 
America 's #1 Compallblesl 

1 MB Tandy ' 4000 

,,,. TANDY LAPTOP: Save S•OO or More! 

.,., Save On STB, Zucker, And Other 
Non-TANDY Boards And Software! 

.,., Save On All Radio Shack Products I 

CALL FOR LATEST PRICES! 

CALL T OLL FREE �, �~�:�;�;�;�!
�1
�:�n �~�~�=�~ �1� �,�.�;�.�,� �,�, �~� 

FOR OROERS: ,..,.,, WILL SOT>< ..,,.,.,,. 

1-800-44 7-4225 • 
FOA COlOllAOO ;J 3:1 
�~�. �£�~�,�,�.�"�,�,�' �f �A�N �o� GREAT WESTERfl 
C•lL !JCXJ! 2• !>9'2> ELECTROnlCS ID l 

232 MAIN ST • MONTROSE. CO 81401 • HOURS 9·5 MST. M·F �~�-
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Clearly, you want us to be 
opinionated, take stands, and set 
high , real-world standards for a 
variety of products. And you 
want to know exactly how those 
products may fall short of those 
standards; if a product's a dog, 
you want to know about it . We've 
beefed up our executive summa­
ries, adding report cards to ev­
ery one of our reviews. You can 
be sure our writers and re­
viewers wi ll tell you which way 
the wind is blowing, and what 
the changes portend for you. 

Another improved PC World 
feature that I find very exciting 
is our hard-hitting Consumer 
Watch department, which acts as 
your advocate. If you write to us 
about problems you're having 
with hardware or software, a 
hard-to-find item, or an un­
fulfilled mail order, we'll get on 
the case until the problem is re­
solved. Consurner Watch pro­
vides information on topics like 
advertiser obli gations, what a 
good service contract offers, and 
what warranties really mean. 

We're doing all this for one 
simple reason: We want to be 
known as the personal computer 
magazine that always goes to bat 
for you. 

Along with our expanded 
product reviews, industry news, 
and opinion pieces, we will still 
run how-to articles, t ips, and 
popular features like Help Screen 
and Star-Dot-Stm: Those sec­
tions have a high percentage of 
loyal readers, who frequently 
clip and file material for them­
selves and their work groups. 
(continues) 
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