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iNore Ulrra 

HiNote Ultra 
• All models4 lbs.or les.s -ONLY 1.1" thick

HiNote • Bu il t-in sound, microphone &speaker 
, • • Lithium Ion battery technology

• All models 5.5 lbs. or les.s -ONLY 1.6' thick • Bu il t-in infrared 
• hard drive -easily add more storage • 3-year _FREE I-year Passport
• Bu1lt-m fron tmounted trackball-easy to Service 

use for right- & left-handed users 
• 3-year warranty- FREE I-year Passport Service Processor Screen ­ HD Price 

4B6SX/ 33Processor Screen HD Price 
4B6DX2/50 9.5"Dual Scan 340MB $1929' 

486
SX/

33 
486DX2/50 9.5"Active 240MB 3029 486DX2/50 
4B6DX4/75 9.5"Active 340MB 3339· 4B6DX2/ 50 
4B6DX4/75 9.5"Active 510MB 3639 486DX4/75 

PACl<ARD 
BELL 

9.5"Mono 
9.5"Dual Scon 
9.5"Dual Scon 
9.S"Active 
9.5"Active 

Fotfe Deskrop 

Forte Mlnlrower 2X Speed Force 
4X Speed Force Mult•imed·ia 
Multimedia
Computers Computers 

NEC 
Versa M 
• High Res. displays avai lable -800x600 res. 

on notebook 
• Tme color displays available - 16.7 million 

colors on noteboo k 
• Removable/Reversible display 
• Replace floppy w/ 2nd battery for 6-1Ohrs. 

battery li fe 
• Replace floppy w/ Versa Bay- Add extra • 75MHz Pentium -for blazing pe1fom1ance 

• High Res.displays available -800x60o res. 
• Built-in 16-bit sound, microphone &speaker on notebook (10.4" on selected models) 
• Upgradable hard drive -easily add • Removable/Reversible display 

more storage • Replace fl oppy w/ 2ndbattery for 6- lO hrs. 
battery life 

• Replace flopp)•w/Versa Bay-Add extmPCMCIA 
• Built-in 16-bitsound,microphone &speaker 
• Upgradable hard drive -easily add more storage 
Processor Screen HD Price 
Pentium75 
Pentium75 
Pentium 75 
Pentium 75 
Pentium 75 
Pentium 75 
Pentium 75 
Pentium 75 

9.5"Acti ve 
9.5"Acti ve 
9.5"Acti ve 
9.5"Hig hRes. 
9.5"Hig h Res. 

10.4"Act ive 
10.4" Act ive 
10.4"HighRes. 

340MB 
540MB 
810MB 
540MB 
BIOMB 
540MB 
810MB 
810MB 

$4069 
4349 
4729 
4539 
'4899 
4629 
4999 
5l9 

!!sZDD 
TEDS IDUID UP 
CAU FOR DErAILS 

TravelMate 5000 

TravelMate 4000M TravelMate 5000 

....__1_.2a_G_a __21_5_9 '"4-B6_D_x4_; 1_00__9._5"­ Ac-tiv_e- ­ 5-25_M_B- ·-32-29-· ;_ca_n

•  Quad Speed CO-ROM drive 
•  16-bitSoundBlastercompatiblesound card 
•  PC! localbus, high-speed graphics 
•  PC! local bus hard dri1•e 
•  14.4 fax/modem ,speaker phone, answering

machine 
•  LOADSof FREEsoftware 

•  TWO Dual Speed CD-ROH Drives 
(Desktops)

•  One DualSpeed CO-ROM Drive (All-in-One) 
•  16-b1t SoundBlaster compatible sound card 
•  14.4 fax/modem,speakerphone & 

answering machine 
• LOADSof FREE software 

4B6DX2/66 
Pent!umlOO l.28GB 2419 Desktop 486DX2/66 

M!n!tower Pent!um75 l.2BGB 2299 Desktop Pentium 75 

420MB 514991' 
420MB 1399 
l.OBGB 1979 

Processor Screen HD Price 
486DX4/75 9.5"DualScan 250MB '$2369 
486DX4/75 9.5"Dual Scan 340MB 2459 
486DX4/75 9.5"Active 340MB 2739 
486DX4/75 9.5" Active 540MB 3029 
486DX4/75 9.5"High Res. 540MB 3199 
486DX4/ IOO 9.5"Active 340MB 3399 
486DX4/ IOO 9.5" Active 810M8 4069 
486DX4/ 100 9.5"High Res. 540M8 3879 
486DX4/ 100 9.5" High Res. 810MB 42 9 

.TEXAS 
INSTRUMENTS 

•  Brill iantcolor display 
•  16-bitsoundcar<l 
•  Integrated pointing device 
•  2'lype II or l 'ly]le Ill PCMCIA slot 

Prouissor Screen llD Price 
486DX2/50 9.5"Dua1Scon 340MB $1949 
486DX2/ 50 8.4' Active 455MB 2199 
486DX4/75 9.5"Dua1Scan 455MB 2199 
486DX4/75 B.4' Active 340MB 2199 
486DX4/75 B.4" Active 455MB 2459 

•  75MHz Pentium with l'CI Bus to optimi7.e 
Pentium processor perfomiance 

•  10.4" Active Matrixdisplaywitl12MB lfideo RAM 
•  10.5'' Dual Scan display with 2MB Video RAM 
•  65K colors on notebook display 
•  16-bitSound Card,Speaker, Microphone & MIDI 
•  Upgradable hard drive -eas ilyadd more storage 
•  Built- In Dual Litl1ium Ion Batteries 
•  Built-in infrared forno hassle printer connections 
Processor Screen HD Price 

624 6400More Brand Names, peripherals and software International 508- - 800 398 4727
•  1 • 1 Internet: sales@pcscompleat.com • •available. If you don t see If, CALL. Open24Hoursweekdays.8am-8pmweekendsandhotidays, 

Circle 129 on reader service card 

mailto:sales@pcscompleat.com


•
ice 


4. ProgramLatmeh/DesktopManagement 8~ 
Just click on any document or Windows object stored in our ' ',i!I"~ 
GreenDesk cabinet ... our SmartLauncher finds the file and 
launches the native Windows application auto- Special s49
matically. Move beyond Windows program manager to a . /
seamless "office environment"of your favorite programs Introductory 
and often- accessed documents. Offer. ' 

(800)588-DESK 

reell 
The PaperFree Software Environme: 

1. Green Computingand Document Imaging 
At last ... a paper-reducing, full- featured personal document 
management system for under a hundred dollars ... 
GreenDesk for Windows. A revolutionary breakthrough 
in personal productivity software for Windows users. 
Integrate computer- based and paper- based information 

7. 
SmartTab Database/ 
Cross-Folder Search 
Engine 
Use our SmartTab 
Database as a stand­
alone. fully customiz­
able Personal Infor­
mation Manager. 
or as a powerful.cross­
cabinet cross-folder 
search engine 
supporting:• Tab/data­
base search• Keyword 
search•Boolean search. 

6. 
OCR/Green Docu­
ment "Recycling" 
Recycle your 
GreenDesk- managed 
faxes and scanned 
paper documents into 
editable text for your 
favorite word proces­
sor with ourultra­
accurate Optical 
CharacterRecognition 
engine. 

5. Scan Paper Documents 
Move paper out of your file cabinet and into your green 
desk. Supports industry-standard ISIS and TWAIN­
compatible scanners. Supports "thumbnail" view of 
multi-page scanned documents for easy filing. 

GreenSoft Corporation 
4880SantaRosaRoad 
Suite170, Camarillo, CA 93012 
(800)588-DESK (Nation WideTollFreeLine) 
(805)388-1700 (Corporate Headquarters). 
FAX(805) 388-0660 

2. CompoundFoldersN 
With our cross-application."multi-object:·multimedia compound folders. you manage 
all your information just like a paper-based file cabinet ... only "greener"and smarter. 
Store and retrieve any Windows object with easy-to-find "long file name" capability 
today.Industry standard document imaging interface via Cabinet/Drawers/Folders 
delivers fingertip access tO: 

3. 
FAXhnport/Cor 
~on/Filing 
Import. compress 
(up to50:1). view; 
manage your PC · 
based faxes.File 
them in Compour 
Folders*with rel. 
documents and in 
mation for easy 
access. Supports 
TIFF. PCX. DCX 
fax formats and a 
major FAX comm 
ications Software 
Automatic FAX 
compression free 
up valuable disk 
space on your FA 
directory. 

from a paperless "green" desktop/electronic file cabinet. •Paper based images• Video clips• Voice mail or sound clips 
•Text documents. spreadsheets."native"Windows applications 

Introducing
the last page ·<)f 

. _paper . 
in this magaz1nc. 

<And inyonrorriceD 
Hotepad-00019747.TXT 
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Wlnna~ness 

"Best Bue~of27 

The Ultimate Multimedia Choice! 
2~s 
Perfph Inner of thv. era/ It e

endor of th af'dware 

~af'd/ 
4-712 Star 

Flex PT90 Multimedia System with Pentium"' Processor 

Here's what others are saying ... as Top Dire Rating 
~Vendor 

camPuTeR 
SHOPPeR PC WORLD 

"Nothi11g's pe1fect, b111 some things come ve1y close. One such 
thing is USA Flex's PT90 Quad Speed Multimedia Towe1:" 

"USA Flex's PT90 Power Sysrem is 
truly a rower of powe1: 

"The system. bundles a cornucopia of extras and grear 
pe1forma11ce in a package that could well redefine 

the concept of a f ull-bodied multimedia enviro11111 e111. " 

A serious multimedia powerhouse. " 

"This system rates 
a strong Power Desktops 
Top 20 recommendation. " 

PC WORLD, April 1995 

Computer Shopper Magazine, May 1995 

PC WORLD 
'The PT90 from USA Flex 

comes preconfigured fo r a11y 
co111inge11 cy with a fu ll set 
of mulrimedia hardware, a 
poweiful 90MHz Pentium 

processo1; and an impressive .;;,,,.,:.... _~ 
stack of CD-ROM software. 

111 sum the PT90 is a gimg-lzo 
multimedia machine rhar has ir 
all. No wonder ir roared i1110 
our Power Deskrops Top 20." 

PC WORLD, May 1995 

comPUTeR 
SHOPPeR 

"USA Flex's Ulrimate Multimedia 
Bu11dle gives you ereryrhing 
you need, and probably more 

rhan you'd expecr. " 
"When ir comes to completeness, 

... this bundle is hard To beat. " 
Computer Shopper, July 1994 

I . 

~ - :.-. -41 . ~: 
- - ­ . =- - ---~ -o-::<v$2· 9,95 -~·;:-;Hz64b11Pt~· 

. • ,256K l21Ultro-filst,"W.riteback' Cache 
• BM8 RAM (Max. 128~8) ·• 850MB EIDE HarH Drive • 3.5*(1.44MBI Floppy'Drive 

• Quad-Speed Infernal (0-ROM,Orive • Ahech Lolling 30\WH Stereo Speakers w/B!JSS Sub-wo0fer 
• Deluxe Wove Tobie 16 bit SoundBlilster Compatible Stereo Sound Ccrd 

• JS" MultiScan Color Monitor 18 dp, 1024 x768@7~Hz NI (62Jllz horizkii,lol scan) 
~ • 64 bit PO Yideo Accel. Card w/2 M8 DRAM • 14.4/14.4 llata/Fox Moclem 
L::;:l • Hewlett-Packard Deslclel 540 Priiler with Color Kil and Printer cable 

• Joystick • Stereo Headphones • 21 CD Tides (10 CD Discs) • Accemy Kit • 51 MonotypeJonls 
MiaosoltSoflwn ~~ 

• MSDOS6.22 • MSYmlowsfo.'WorkJ0UP53.11 • 1MSWorks.fo.'Windows • MSMooey 
• MS Best of £nlertGnmeli Pock • MS Sound Bits 

Now tndudes Internet StQrfer Kit: AD you need Ill get on the hifi!nnation S.. Highway 

r.omputer 
'The USA Flex 

Mu/limedia Classic 
creares a solid balance, 

• berweeen peifomwnce 
and value." 

****4-Star Overall Rating 
Computer Life, May 1995 

"USA Flex's Mulrimedia Classic 
offers an ovenvhelming army of 

mare rials .... You clearly won't have 
10 nm 10 rhe software .wore after 
selling up rhis Pe111iwn PC." 

Overall Value - 'B' 

PC MAGAZINE, May 16, 1995 

The Flex Family Classic Edition 
• 486DX4­l00 Promsor 

All For Only • 256K L2 'Writeback' Cache

$1 9 9 5 
•8MB RAM, Maximum 64MB 
• 850MB EIDE Hord Drive 
• 3.5'' (l.44MB) Floppy Drive 
• EIDE Internal 320ms Double-Spin CD ­ROM Drive 
• Wave Table 16 bit Sound Blaster Compatible Stereo Sound Card 

• 15' MuhiScan Color Monitor, .28 dp, 1024 x768@75Hz NI (62KHz horiziontol scan) 
• 64 bit VlB video accelerator cord w/2MB RAM, 16 7M cola~@ 800x600 
• Amplified Stereo Speakers 
• Stereo Headphones, Joystick 
• 19 CD ntles (5 CD Discs) 
• 14.4/14.4 Data/fax Modem 
• DOS 6.22, MS Windows for Workgroups 3.11 , 

Microsoh Software Package 
• Desktop Cose w/7 Drive Bays 
• 25 Professional Quality Monolype Fonts 
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• 

MAC UPGUDES ALSO AVAILABLE 

• FACTORY DIRECT PRICING 
• 30·DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
• INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS INCLUDED 
• SAME DAY SHIPPING 
• U.S.A. MADE QUALITY AND RELIABILITY 
• VISA, MC, AMEX ACCEPTED 

l"llC:l=IQ~ 

800-515-9206 


MON-FRI 7AM - 6PM I SAT 9AM-3PM (MT 
915 E. Karcher Road • Nampa, Idaho 8368~ 

FAX (208) 465-1740 Purchase Order FAX (208) 465-174( 

©1995 Micron Bectronics, Inc. NI righlS reS€rved. NI prices and specifications subject to change wnhol 
notice. Micron Electronics. Inc. cannot be responsible for omissions, errors in Jypography or pholograph 
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BUYING ANEW PC? 

Be fully informed before you spend adime. 


PC WORLD offers all you need to know.. .by fax. 


--­
Top 20 By Fax 
Flash Reports 

Reliability and 
Service Reports 

The PC World Top 20-il's the most authori­
tative monthly PC systems review and rank­
ing. Now you can receive it by fax a month 
ahead of publication. Order one of the PC 
World Top 20 Flash Reports and you'll imme­
diately receive the inside information on the 
hottest new systems. The September Top 20 
Flash Reports become available on ~. 

Before you buy your next PC, find out what PC 
World readers have to say about their reliability 
and service experiences with 22 different PC 
manufacturers. These reports summarize the 
results from nearly 30,000 responses to our 
Reliability & Service Monitor fax survey, which 
is printed each month in PC World. Each report 
costs $9.95 and is 7 pages long. Payment by 
Visa or MasterCard. Reports are delivered 
immediately by fax. 

To Order: 
j. Call the 800 number below. 
2. Press O on your touch-tone keypad. 
3. Select from the following: 

• Power DesktopsFlash Report. 10 pgs, $9.95 
• Budget Desktops Flash Report. 10 pgs, $9.95 
•Notebooks Flash Report, 10 pgs, $9.95 

You can also subscribe to any of the Top 20 
Flash Reports. Call (415) 974-7353. Three 
month trial subscriptions are available at low 
introductory rates. Reports are delivered to 
you by fax a month before publication. 

• Acer, #801 
• Apple, #805 
• AST, #807 
• AT&T (NCR}, #808 
• Compaq, #811 
• CompuDyne, #813 
• Comtrade, #814 
• Dell, #817 
• Digital (DEC), #816 
• DTK, #818 
• Gateway 2000, #821 

• Hewlett-Packard, #822 
• IBM, #824 
• Insight ·#825 
• Leading Edge, #826 
• Micron, #828 
• NEC, #829 
• Packard Bell, #830 
• Quantex, #845 
• Tandy, #834 
• VTech, #838 
• Zeos,, #842 

Buying Smart/ 
Working Smart 
Complete Guide to Buying a PC, #210 
Everything you need to know on how to buy 
your next PC: system reviews, buying tips, v. 

company service and reliability ratings. Plus a . :" 
How to Buy instant reference card._ . · · · 
Entire Package: $15.95 #210 · 
• Brand Name vs. No Name, 5 pgs, $5.95' /203 
• Reliability and Service, 2 pgs, $3.95 12'o4 
• Smart Shopping Gulde, 7 pgs, $8.95 1209 
• Smart Buyer Tips, 4 pgs, $5.95 1208 .· 

Top Tips for Windows 3.1, #100-
A compilation of expert trouble-~hciotirlg ~dvlq'~v:i:: 
performance-boosting tips, ant(undocumeoteil ~~!. 
shortcuts. Entire Package: $15.95 11.00 :· " 
• 80 WindoYIS Tips, 9 pgs, $9.95 1 102 •· 
• Solving Windows Errors, 5 pgs, $6.95j~03 · 
• Tips to Supercharge Windows, 7 pgs,. $7.95 .1f04 

Guide to Multimedia Hardware, 4#440 , :< 

Tips for buying and setting up a multim~dl_a ·P.C/ : 
with reviews of CD ROM drives arid soun.d ' , 
boards. Entire Package: $11:95; i,440 
• Multimedia,Notebooks, 5pgs. $6.'9~· -1402 
• Best Video Accelerators 5 pgs., $6.95 1413 
• Best CD ROM DriVes and Sound6oards. 

12 pgs, $12.95 1409 · -

SPECIAL THIS MONTH: JUMP START YOUR 
CAREER IN CYBERSPACE. 
HAVE INTEWMATCH PllT YOUR RESUME ON THE INTERNET, CONFIDENTIAllY-fOR FREE! 
Right now, some of the best-known high-tech employers are looking for you-on the 
Internet. Which means your next career opportunity could comefrom Cyberspace­
ifyou're part of an on-line recruitment service brought to you by PC World 
and lntelliMatch. 

The service is completely confidential. To participate. all you do is 
send lntell iMatch your resume data. We create adetailed electronic 
profile of your job skills and experience. with your contact informa­
tion hidden. High-tech employers nationwide who are Web surfing 
the lntelliMatch database-24 hours aday-match your qualifica· 
lions with their job openings, in seconds. 

Interested employers can either ask lntelliMatch to notify 
you confidentially of their interest. or contact you directly. You 
control who has access to your contact information, and you can 
block access by any employer. 

For alimited time, this service is abso· ~,.... 
lutely free. To get more info, call us at • • • ~ 
H00·964·MATCH or get wired at lntelliMatch 
http://WWw.lntellimatch.com/inlellimatch/ . 

To order, call 1·800·434·4495 
Payment by VISA or MasterCard. Touch-tone phone and lax machine required . 

http://WWw.lntellimatch.com/inlellimatch
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Consumer Watch 

Confessions of aCD-ROM Bargain Hunter 

BY ROBERTA FURGER 

al'l: you shopped for CD-RO\! 

rirlcs 1:.trely? I have, and believe 

me, ir 's confusing. Everyone 

knows they're expensive, bur fig­

uring our just how expensivc is a 

nightmare. First. there arc the 

prices qumcd by software companics-thc 

ones rhar accompany rhc reviews in this 

magazine. for example. Thar cou ld be a list 

pricc or an "csrimarcd se lling price," and 

often neither mncchcs what you' ll acrnally 
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pay. Then there arc the widel y divergent 

prices ar stores. A CD-ROi\ I priced ar $40 

in one store c-an sell for $60 in another. Jusr 

shopping for rirlcs can quickly car up the 

precious free time you'd hoped to spend 

plflyi11g wirh your ncw C D. 

When you have co gt:t that t:tlkcd-abom 

game or entertainment title, wou ldn 'r ir bt: 

great to know which stores to a\·oid-and 

which to check om first? Should you go to 

the same stores wherc you buy your videos 

and mu sic, or an; computer and softwa re 

stores sti ll your best her? ·IO find om, I 

went shopping. I hir the road armcd with a 

list of IS popular CD-RO\ I titles (The 7th 

Guest; Microsoft Bob; Compton 's Muili­

mcdia Eneyclopt:dia; Doom II ; Enearra 

'95; Freddi Fish and the C.isc of rhe Miss­

ing Kelp Seeds; Just Grandma and Me; 

Kid Pix Studio; I ,inks 386 C O; i\ licrosofr 

Baseball, 1994-95 Edition; Print Shop 

Deluxe, C D Collection; Quicken Deluxe; 

The Lion King; When.: in the World is 

Carmen Sandiq~o? and i\ lysr). 

I compared prices at leading software 

scores, computer superstores, warehouse 

clubs, and discount department scores. 

The results of my expedition su rprised me: 

Prices were all over thc map. and selection 

was unpredicrnblc ar many . rares. I found 

bargains at \\'al \l art and prices rhar made 

my hair stand on c.:ml at Software.: Etc. 

THE TOUGH GO SHOPPING 

CompUSA Easi ly has the bcsr selection 

arou nd. There arc so many tirles , in fact, 

char ir took awhilc w locate cvcryrh ing on 

my lisr. The sa les staff was helpfu l when I 

asked for assistance, checking rhc comput­

er when they couldn 't find rirlcs on rhe 

shekes. Ulrimarcl y, we found all bur one, 

rhe nc\1· 199-t--95 ,·ersion of i\!icrosofr 

Baseball. Prices were 1·cry competitive; 

only the warehouse dubs were cheaper. 

Recommendation: If you only have time 

ro shop ar one store, makt: su re it 's a su­

perstore. Of the stores that I checked om, 

CompUSA offers rhc best combination of 

price and selection. 

Egghead Softwa re A bir pricey, bur rhe 

cheapest of the sofrwarc-onl y stores. The 

selection was almost as good as at Comp­

LiSA. though price. were rypically higher. 

Recommendation : \\'orth a rry for hard­

to-find rirles-rhc smrc had eve rything on 

m\· list, e\·cn rhc rwo clusi ,·c sports rides. 

Price Club/ Costco The se lection was 

sporry-1 fo und i\ lysr and Print Shop 

Deluxe ar a local Costco, but the nearby 

Price C lub had neitht:r. Thc prict:s were 

unbearable, though: Compron's Mu lti­

media Encyclopedia and Freddi Fish were 

SIO cheaper here than at CompUSA. 

Recommendation: Dt:finirelv worth a 
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n/a • not available of the 15 titles on<' ~ ~ CJ my list), but you~ \~ ~~</!\ "~ "(!'% "'(:!~ may need to hunt 
~ fo. t... ~~ \~~ " i::) :1 around a bit. The 

CompUSA $80 $30 $40 $60 $60 store I visited had a 

Egghead Software $80 $30 $40 $60 n/a hod~t:podgc of CD­

Price Club/Costco $80 $29 $42 $53 n/a ROivls and soft­

Software Etc. $94 $35 $60 $60 $90 ware in one aisle, 
and a locked caseTarget n/a $30 $50 $60 $60 
over in a corner that Walden Software n/a $38 $54 $60 $65 
held the newer ti -WalMart $95 $30 n/a $55 n/a 
tics. Pricing is a 

Beware Impulse buys: Prices vary by locatlon. mixed bag: T he 

look. Next time you stop by fo r a five­ Lion King cost only$ I more than at Price 

pound bag of torti lla chips, check out the Club/Costco. But at $40, Just Grandma and 

stack ofCD-ROMs. 1\ le was $8 more dian at the warehouse 

Software Etc. Lots of software, but you scores, and $5 more than at Comp 'SA. 

pay dearly for the selection. T he Sim City Recommendation: Worth a look, but 

2000 CD collection was $90--at least $25 don't expect co find the kind of bargains 

more than at any other store. Myst was you' ll find in the video section. 

$60, compared with $40 at CompUSA and Walden Software A good se­

$42 at Price/Costco. lection of CD-ROM titles, soft­ TA K E 

Recommendation: Skip ic. ware, and Nintendo and St:ga shop for goods through the Internet. 
32 percent of that sample actllally game cartridges. ' I 'he prices 
make purchases over the Internet . were typica lly as high as at 

Software Etc. , but at least the Source: 1995 online survey of 2000 Internet 
users by O'Reilly & AssociatesWELCOME HOME store's layout made;: sense: CD 

ga mes ' vcre in one section, ref- - - - - ­
Welcome to PC World crence title in another. I found everything
@Home, dedicated to I was looking for in just a few minutes. 
keeping you informed Recommendation: Too pricey to be a 
about computing out­ real contemler. but mall shoppers may
side the office. Here want to stop by for hard-to-find titles. 

you'll recognize some old favorites­ WalMart Pricing is wi ldly inconsistent. 
Co11s11fller \Vatch and Hof/leOffice-and Encarta '95 was $95-thc highest price of 

.... find some new ones: Feerlbtlck gives youz any of the stores I visited. The Quicken 
u 
... 

all the scunlebutt, gleaned from leners, z Deluxe CD was only $55, though-just $2 ;;;: ... online chat, or picked up on the sueet In more than Price Club/Costco and Comp­;
z: 

House Co/ls, how-to guru Lincoln Spec­ USA. Selection is also hit-or-miss; six of the ;..: 
:z: tor helps yo·u make the most of your .... titles on my list were nowhere to be found . 
ii: PG-and your time. In HouseWore,our... Recommendation: Risky business. \ ·lake > 
0 
CD... honest reviews tell you which products su re you know the "estimated" selling 
z 
0 

to buy and which to avoid.And ifyou're price before;: you buy. 
~ shopping for a computer, watch for thea: 
t;; Home PC Scorecard, which debuts next \Frire ro 11s abo111 ru1hcre yo11 shop for CD­~ month. Also next month, look for Bug>= ROM tirles or abour011y orhn homf co111p111­
"' Watch in its new home in Top oftheNews. 
... 
e; i11g iss11es. And t1s nlwoys, you cr111 ro111r1cr 
""z Wehopeyouenjoythenew@Home= ­.. Consumer Watch with problems or q11es­
!:: tion. Feel free to write and reU us whatyou rio11s. ll'i:'// i11vesrigole co111plail//s 011d ru:rire§ think.-Chrtstlna Wood, Editor about issurs ofbror1dest i11teres1. See pagr 12 z 
0 for co111nct i11fon11otio11.2 

Lost in the Ether? 
In the past few months we've received an In­
creasing number of complaints about Somer­
set, New Jersey-based Quantex Microsys­
tems. Customers report that getting through 
to technical support Is a struggle. Wondering 

what was going on, 
we contacted Mike 
Pollssky, vice presi­
dent of direct mar­
keting at Quantex, 
who said that until 
recently the com­
pany didn't have 

enough phone lines to handle the volume of 
calls It was getting. When all lines were busy, 
customers got bounced Into voice mall. But 
when the voice mall system reached capacity, 
messages got lost. 

N o TE : 72 percent of surveyed Internet users 

According to Pollssky, a new phone system 
was Installed In early May. Now, Instead of 
going to voice mall, you wait on hold for a live 
technician. If the technicians can't get to your 
call, the receptionist takes a message. We 
called the sales number and were speakingto a 
representative after two rings. But when we 
called tech support, the phone rang ten times, 
we waited on hold for 3 minutes, and the recep­
tionist took a message. If you're a Quantex cus­
tomer, let us know what happens when you call. 

The Woes of Success 
A second deluge of letters, this time about 
EPS Technologies, also piqued our curiosity. A 
conversation with Jim Hanson, operations 
manager for the South Sioux City, South Dako­
ta, company revealed that the good reviews 
they had garnered In magazines like PC World 
were wreaking havoc. "It's been nuts," says 
Hanson. "But It's really very cool." In Novem­
ber 1994, an EPS system landed a spot In PC 
World's Top 20. The result? The company 
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Cybertoys for Everyone in the House 

A digital camera, videos to rent, help with relationships 

APPLE IN YOUR EYE 

Wane your dog's picrurc on your 
_ com purer screen? No need for a 

scanner or crayons. Apple 's 
Qu ickTake ISO is poinr-and-shoor in rhe 
puresr sense. This I-pound, 24-bi r, fi lmless 
camera lers you caprure 32 shors righ t ro 
disk (if you ca n shoulder rhe hefry price 

... 
z: rag). Jusr con necr rhe serial cable ro your... 
u 
z: 
;;; compurer and rhe camera, snap away, rhen ... 
z: use rhe included sofrware ro load rhe im­... 
; ages. Minurcs lacer you'll have a digi tal con­

racr sheer; pick rhe shots you wanr--crop, 
edit, or delete rhe embarrassing ones. T he 
color qua li ry of your shors will ri val thar of 
Polaroid prims-though the derail won't be 
as sharp. lncludes rh ree AA li thium ion bar­
reries. /\n opriona l AC aclaprer is $65. 
- John Godrlrtrrl 

QulckTake 150 $739; Apple Compmer; 
800/538-9696, 408/996-1OJ0. Gr.1clc: 0 
Reader service no. 757 

WHAT MOVIE TO RENT? 

~ With a darabase of ove r 90,000 
·~? rirles--everychi ng from ob ­
~..., ;..:> scurc silents ro I Love Lucy 

episodes to Jane Fonda workour rapes-

the All-\fovie Guide offers 
more ways co search for a video 
rhan any reference I've seen. 
You ca n bring up a li st of R­
rared science-fiction comedies 
made herwec n 1970 and 1985. 
"excellcnr fam ily films" char 
conrain nudiry and profimiry, or 
jusr abom any combination you 
ca n rhink of. You ca n also 
search by plot ckmenr, mood, 
arrisric style. or your own pref­
erences (ded uced from infor­
marion you enter). There an; 

also video clips of celebriry in­
terviews, and trivia ga mes. 
Th is isn'r a scholarly reference, 
bur ir's great if you'rc jusr look­
ing for something to rem on a 

Sarurclay nighr.-Li11co/11 .Spettor 
All-Movie Gulde $69.95; Corel ; 

613/728-8200. Gracie: 0 TA K E 
Reader service no. 758 

YOUR ALIEN SPOUSE 

I love rhe rirl e: Men 
Are From Ma rs, 
\Vomen !\re From 

Venus . And rhe subject marrer is righr up 
my alley: As a licensed marriage and fam ily 
rhcrap isr, I spent years helping coup les 
communica te. Wirh rhis di sc I got to sir 
back and observe couples role-play real li fe 
sirna[ions. Firsr I chcckccl our hi s view, 
then hers. i\nd I learned some alrernarivc 
comm1111icacion srylcs. T hrougho11r, John 
Gr.1y, awhor of the book of rhc same name, 
offe rs snappy. righr-on-rhe-money com­
mcmary. I sec lots of CD-RO\ ls, bur few 
arc as thoughtfully assembled as rhis one. 
If yo11'd like to acid luster to yo ur cnmm11­
nica rion skills-with anyone of rhc oppo­
site scx-rhis is the ticker. --Strue /Jt1.rs 

Men Are From Mars, Women Are From 
Venus $-19.9.'i; HarperC.ollins; 800/424­
6234, 212/207-7000. Gracie: 0 
Reader service no. 759 

sales department faltered under the sudden 
Increase In business. And recently the technl· 
cal support department has been hit. EPS, 
which sprang from the nearby Gateway 2000 
six years ago, responded by hiring as many 
people as could flt Into Its facilities. "We are 
packed In here like sardines," says Hanson. 
When we spoke to Hanson, a new facility was 
under construction. But he thought the staff 
was handling the current load of calls. 

Can't Kill Nintendo 
You thought buying a multimedia computer 
would wean your kids off Nintendo, right? Not 
according to recent Interviews that Cam­
bridge, Massachusetts-based Forrester Re­

search conducted with game developers and 
publishers. According to the survey, the cur­
rent Interest In the PC platform for games Is 
just an awkward phase. When your kids hear 
about the next generation of Sega Genesis 
and Super Nintendo, they'll be heading back 
to the twitch machines. And this time, the 
game unit alone will set you back $200 to 
$300. Get ready. 

N o T E : 73 percent of computer buyers SUI· 

veyed In 1994 admitted they owned a 
modem, but only 25 percent said they 
currently use an online service. 

Source: Software Publishers Association's fourth 
annual study of computers in the home, 1995. 

Hangin' at the Hub 
If your kids are going through an awkward 
phase of their own, they might be glad to hear 
about The Hub. By the time you read this, It 
should have debuted on America Online. And 

it's targeted at 
young adults. AOL 
conceived the ser­
vice In conjunction 
with New Line Telev1-· 
slon, and the two 
companies plan to 
offer entertainment, 

regularly scheduled programming, and a place 
to hang out with peers onllne. They also plan to 
sell "cool stuff you can't get elsewhere." The 
question Is, are they hip enough? 

By Christina Wood 
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VIRTUAL EATS 

Does someone wich 30 cook­

books really need anocher on 

CD-ROtvl? I had doubcs. But 

afcer trying che MascerCook Silver Planer 

Cookbook, I wane ic. le includes over 600 

recipes by the Ca lifornia Cu linary Acad­

emy, and the selec tion shows imagination 

and breadch . You can search for recipes by 

ingrediene, preparation time, pen.:entage of 

calories from fat, and ocher criceria. You can 

also eneer your own recipes and gee a nutri­

cional breakdown by serving. A glossary 

defines techniques and cerms. F ind out 

what aga r-agar is, or learn what the verb 

chow means. I can't say I was tempted by 

the pictures, though. T he artichoke sa­

vories, fo r example, looked like a scack of 

blue-green linoleum tiles. -Peggy Nallls 

MasterCook Sliver Platter Cookbook 

$39. 95; Arion Software; 800/444-8104, 

51 2/327-9573. Grade: GP 
Reader service no. 760 

FAMILY WAY 

A.D.A.l'vl.: The Nine tvloneh 

Miracle serves as a fasc inating 

guide th rough that no-cuming­

back advencure: pregnancy. The program 

opens wich detai led anatomica l illuscra­

tions. But click on Family Album and you 

get a cour of everything from the micro­

scopic details of reproduction to chc impacc 

on life and fami ly-from the perspective of 

NE.IT MONTH

~ ( 

L 
ook for PC World's Home PC Score­
card In this section starting In Sep­

tember. We'll examine the factors 

that matter when you 're buying a 

home PC, and we'll grade the systems that 

make It through our tests. We'll also run 

home PCs through our rigorous Top 20 

benchmark tests, see how they handle 

popular multimedia titles, rate them on 

user Interface and ease of setup, and look 

Into the companies' reputations for ser­

vice and rellablllty. Each system will get a 

grade on each factor, so you can decide 

which computer Is right for your home. 
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Adam, Eve, and 

cheir doctors. Kids 

will enjoy A Child 's 

View of Pregnancy, 

in which 7-year old 

Emily explains why 

her mommy's tum­

my looks chac way. 

!'vl y only complainc 

is che hokey humor. 

A discussion of che 

fe tus swallowing 

urine in amniotic 
Men Are From Mars: Our therapist digs It.fluid , for example, 

drnws this knee-slapper from che father: "I 

sure hope he doesn 't develop a taste for it." 

-Bro11wy11 Fryer 

A.D.A.M.: The Nine Month Miracle $49.95; 

A.DAM. Software; 800/408-2326. 

Grade: 0 
Reader service no. 761 

TENDING THE GARDEN 

~. The Garden Encycloped ia is 

? an accessible guide for garden­

....., :-> ers unclear on che difference 

between annuals and perennials. Bur ic 

might prove disappointing to the savvy gar­

dener prone co midnight snail-huneing 

raids. The meat of the piece is an il -to-Z 

plant guide where you can search for planes 

by Latin or common names or such 

specifics as he ight, flower color, and light 

requ iremene. Unfortunately rhe lisc of 

planes is paltry; for an encyclopedia claim­

ing to cover everything, from he rbs and 

vegetables co flowers and shrubs, it doesn't 

have much variety. -Heidi Wolff 

Garden Encyclopedia $49. 95; Books T har 

Work; 800/242-4546, 415/326-4280. 

Grade: ~ 
Reader service no. 762 

ELMO AND THE GANG 

Early reading and spe lling pro­

grams are a dime a dozen, so I 

ROM for kids ages 3 co 6. But I li ke ic. 

Wich che help of Guy Smiley and a cast of 

ocher familiar Sesame Strert characcers as 

guides, kids explore a playground, a con­

scrucrion site, a restaurant, and a farm. 

Each place includes dozens of hot spots; 

click on them for fun animations and word 

play. The accivicies vary, depending on the 

guide. Elmo pronounces and spells words, 

Big Bird helps wich sounds, Rosica says 

each object in Spanish. There are six char­

acccrs, and each encourages kids to play a 

different word game. -Roberta F11rger 

Let's Make A Word $49.95; C reacivc \1''on­

ders; 800/245-4525. Grade: ~ 
Reader service no. 763 

BATTER UP 

C ruis ing rhe rvlicrosofc Com­

piece Baseball Guide 's league 

and franchise almanacs, multi­

media ga lle ries of great moments, and 

tough Trivia Quiz questions is akin co 

brows ing si multaneously ch rough a Bill 

James abscracc, che Ken Burns historical 

PBS series, and the world 's biggest base­

ball card collecci on. It's an elaboracely 

cross-referenced labyrinth of player scats 

and bias delive red via amicable buttans, 

lisc filters , and hot ccxt. The 1995 version 

triples che previous number of video clips, 

beefs up cht: scacistics and team coverage, 

and adds a Ball park scccion comple te with 

searing charcs, ticket info, food ratings, and 

city maps. If pecry bickering between own­

e rs and players puts che gam e on hiatus 

again, chis tide could pinch-hie as reli ably 

as Man ny l'vloca. - Ded: Richardson 
Complete Baseball Gulde $49.95; 

rvl icrosofc; 800/426-9400. 

Grade: 0 
Reader service no.764 
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2nd EDITION 
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mott tlun 3)'""' Col'm 

" "tr)1hing 1hmu~h DO 6.22. 
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3rd EDITION 
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Price: Sl6.99/S22.99 c..naru. 

http:Sl6.99/S22.99
http:Sl6.95/S22.95
http:PUEBLO.CO
http:19.991526.99
http:519.991526.99
http:opumi:.mg


· 

1411 ~~~. '~oxp~~~-1~~--- .............. s499s 

8424 4MB (4 x9) SIMM 70n s, 30 pin .... 179.95 
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11675 8MB (2 x 36) SIMM 70ns. 72 pin .. 419.95 
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Affordable 
Single-Pass Scanning! 

Prices subject to change without notice due 
to market condiriom. The Rcli 2412 is the fas test one-pass, 24-bit scanner in 

the Relisys fa mily. Features: 
Cold cathode lamps extend scanning usage 
up to 35,000 hours 
All Reli scanners include FREEP/1otosliop 
(full or LE version), OmniPage Direct and 
Kni's Power Tools (full o r LE version). Instant Business 

tn17 Reli 2411/TE............................... $799. 

20293 Reli 2412 ...................................... 599. Diagramming!

18776 Reli 4830/TE............................... 1299. 
 DeHaPoint's new Drag' n Draw includes 
18778 Reli9624/TE............................. .. 1999. 


•dozens oHibrarii;s with over 1,000 pre­i .. -· i · drawp shapes, called SmartDrawings,RELISYS TE scanners include 
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Call our Relisys Experts at schematics, and diagrams.DR,~ 57995800-600-8257 --- 22045 Drag' n Draw ...... .......... 


Runs with as little as 4M B RA M 
Built - i.n crash pro tec ti on 
Runs DOS, Windows & 05/2 17691 OS/2 Warp v3 13.5" disk) .. ....... ... SJ 495 


applica tions simultaneously 17690 OS/2 Warp v3 w/ WinOS2 (3.5" disk) 119.95 
Real-time mult itasking 21674 OS/2 Warp Con ne ct v3 w/ 

WinOS2 CO ........................... .. ......... 199 .95~
~ . 
~ 

FREE Bonus Pack includes: :?' warp~ 
Word processing, spreadsheet, fax,08?;/ ----- . charting, data filing, report writing 
Multimedia tools ~biect Oriented Programming! CompuServe In for mation Ma nager, 

IBM Visual Age C++ 3.0 offers: e-mail, and I !3M Person to Person 
For a limited 

I nternct access ki tObject-oriented access to relational data time only! 

• Consistent programming interface 
• New programming tools *CHECK IT OUT! SAVE $30Make it partofyour development! 

Purchase OS/2 Warp between 6/1 and 8/31/95 and purchase 
any DOS, Windows or OS/2 applic at ion from PC Connec tion 

between 6/1/95 and 9/30/95 and you are eligible for a $3021657 Visua lAge C++ w/ Doc. (CD) . s39999 
rebate from IBM. " $25 Rebate avai lable until 9/30/95.

21656 VisualAge C++ wf Doc. (3.5") ................ 459. 


Questions? Call our IBM Hotline 800-600-9145 
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17544 BOCA SoundEllpression 14.4VSp....$179. 
18178 Cardinal MVP2881 V.34 Faxmodem ... 149.' 
2006 DataStorm ProCom Pus forWin...... 139.' 
2446 Oelrina WinFax Pro 4 0 ..................... ...89. 

11396 HayesACCURA144+FAX144 ......... 119. 
18878 Hayes OPTIMA 14.4 PCMCWEZJk ..199. 
9976 MOS PCt44B FaxModem ................... .79. 

12763 Megahem XJ 1144 PCMCIA Fax.......189. 
18894 Microcom DeskPorte FAST SV.34 ....189. 
21046 NetManage Internet Chameleon .. ......99.' 
2754 Norton-Lambert Close-Up Host/Reml 19. 
4744 Practical Periph PMl44MTll .. .............99. 
5994 PureOata SatisFAXtion Modem/400 299. 

t8792 Radish Communications lnsideline .. 109. 
7779 Server Tech Remote PowerOn/Off ... 119. 

18712 Spry Internet In A Box .........................99. 
11143 STAC ReachOut HostNiewer............ 129. 
17107 SupraExpress Plus 144i .......................94. 
11 303 Symantec pcAnywhere 2.0-Win......134. 
20975 Tri ton CoSession for Windows ...........69. 
11924 US Robotics Sponster 14.4 Fax........ 119. 
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INPUT/OUTPUT 
21345 Adesso TruForm Keyboard ...............S79. 
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18284 MECC Oregon Trail II CO ...................49. 
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11105 3COM Etherlink Ill TP............... .. ...$109. 
16926 All ied Telesyn 8Prt lOBASE·T Hub .. 144. 
20906 Artisoft Power Suite S1arter Kit. .....379. 
18969 Cheyenne ArcServe-3.5' ................249. 
6508 Dataviz Conversions+for Windows .. 89. 

18999 Frye Netware Early Warning Syst.. .329. 
16109 Imel E1he1Exµ1"ss PR0/10 TP .. .. .......99. 
18994 Novell Netware 4.1 5 User..3.5' .....649. 
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STORAGE 
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216!2 MOS 2.0GB DAT Drive... ..................999.! 
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ACCESSORIES 

l858 APC Back-UPS 400 Power Backup .$149.95 
1685 APC Professiona l Surge Protector .....34.95 
i891 Improve Make-it a 486 ...................229.95 
623 PCC 3.5' Oak Disk Case (holds 90) .. 35.95 
305 TargusUniversal Notebk Blk Case ....69.95 

320 Borland Paradox-Win. 5 0 Upgd.S1 29.95 
785 CheckMark Payroll- Windows ......79.95 
156 Clear Software allCLEAR- Win ... 179.95 
007 Gold Disk Video Director-Win ......99.95 
922 ldeaFisher- Windows ...95.00 
733 Inspirat ion- Windows................ 129.95 

517 Intuit TurboTax-Windows ............39.95 

978 Lotus Approach 3.0 (w!S20 rebate} 79.00 
774 Microso ft Office for Win. 4.2 .... .. .. 479.95 

693 Microso ft Win. NT 3.5 Wkstn .......299.95 

811 Microsoh Word for Win. 6.0 .........299.95 

400 MS Works- Win /w/ free Money)..87.95 
240 Novell Perfect Office 3 0.. .. .. .449.95 
426 Shapevlilre Visio 30-Win .......... 129.95 

402 Soft Pub Harvard Graphics-Win ..279.95 
901 SoftKey A H Dictionary Talking CO .38.95 
435 Symantec ACT ! 2.0 for Windows .189.95 
914 WortlPerfect 6.1 for Windows ..... 279.95 

MULTIMEDIA 

1402 Altec Lansing ACS51.. .............. .....S79.95 
784 Connectix OuickCam for Windows....99.00 
.226 C. labsSound Blas tor Pro Value Ed . .. 79.95 
·899 Diamond Stealth 64 .... .. .............. ... $369.95 
·428 Intel Smart Video Recorder PAO .... .429.95 
''316 Magnavox 17' CM401 7 Monitor .....699.95 
412 Matrox Impression LITE VLB 2M .....359.95 
949 MOS Chinon 525 CD·AOM Dfrie..... 129.95 
195 NECMultiSync XE 15· Monitor ........569.95 

GRAPHICS 
:109 Adobe Illustrator &Photoshop .... S629.95 
.SSl Adobe Photoshop 3.0 ....................569.95 
:791 Aldus PageMaker 5.0 .....................579.95 
11 12 Canvas/Typestry/OeltaGraph Bun .. .329.95 
'.618 CorelDRAW! 3.0 CD-ROM................ .79.95 
1498 CorelDAAW! 5.0 CD·AOM ...............499.95 
'850 Corel Gallery CD-ROM Windows ......39.95 
i961 Frac ta l Design Painter 3.0-Win....349.95 
1880 HSC Cor.volver Windows ................129.95 
956 HSC KPT Windows..........................129.95 
994 HSCVector Effects-Windows.........129.95 
3427 Macromedia Director-Windows.....899.95 
085 Macromedia FreeHand-Windows ..399.95 
J524 Micrografx ABC Flow Charter ............ 329.95 
'BOO Micrografx Picture Publisher 5.0 .....279.95 
i992 North Coast PhotoMorph 2.0-Win ...99.95 
' 

UTILITIES 
'608 Central Point More PC Tools- Win .$49.95 
i440 Centra l Point XTree Gold-Win .........99.95 
;999 Connectix RAM Doubler ....................54.95 
1787 MicroHelpUnlnstaller 3.0 .................39.95 

"'EW! 
Portable Printers 

The BJ-30 Bubble Jct and BJC-70 Color 
Bubble Jet deliver Canon quality in a ligbr· 
weight , portable design. The BJ-30 provides 
high-qualiry, high-speed monochrome print­
ing, while the the BJC-70 boasts affordabiliry, 

from Canon! 
BJ ' 1 speed, and color. With crisp, 720 x 360 dpi 

S ON"t§ •# enhanced printing at 4 ppm (b/w), 30-sheet ' 26995 ! auto feeder, and 20 True Type fonts. 

II 
BJC­10 Color 1 

ONL'i I 

2066 
9 
-~ 20670 BJC -70 Color Pnnter ........ .. ......................$369. 

"~ 20669 BJ -30 Printe r.......... .. ..... ......................... 269.95 
20675 BJC-70/BJ-30 Black Cart. (6 Pack) .... .. 99.95 
20672 BJC-70 Color Ink Cartridge.................... 43.95 
20676 BJC -70 Color Ink Cartridge (6 Pack) ...129.95 
20673 Battery Pack for BJC-70 & 

BJ -30 Printers.......................................... 79.95 
20674 Carrying Case for BJC-70 & 

BJ -30 Printers .... ...................................... 37.95 

' ~ ....-:r------­BJ·?OOEX i
The BJ·200cx Bubble Jct Printer provides NIY I 
laser-quality 720 x 360 dpi output (with S'>Oll199S--~3!~9S $ 

- , ,i__.r smoothing) at 4 ppm, in a space-saving upright - 1-"t .......· .,..,..._,_2!"".·,.~ 
design. Includes IOO-shcet feeder and 20 - .. , l5'J?. 
TrueTypc fonts. .,.. 

Canon 15187 BJ -200ex Bubble Jet Printe r.......... .... $249.95 
10350 BJ -200 Ink Cartridge............................... 24.95 

TOSHIBA's 
State of the Art 

Notebook 

TOSHIBA 

Portable, powerful, affordable color notcboo 
Fast SOM Hz lntel48of}~P-rocessor 
Built-in power supply and rechargeable battery 
(no AC adapter required) 
4MB of RAM expandable to 28MB 
Weighs just 6.8 lbs. 
10.4" dual-scan color 
AccuPoint integrated pointing device 

Call our Toshiba Hotline at 

800-600-9142 

Call our Lotus Experts at 

800-600-8253 
.Just Announced From Lotus! 

...... 
22046 • Connecti x RAM Doubler 

& Vertisoft Remove-IT! 2.0 s59s5 
PLUS, FREE l otus Organizer .... .. ..... 

l217 Quarterdeck OEMM 7 5 ..... .............61 .95 
'!360 Symantec Desktop-Windows.......124.95 
5132 Symantec Norton An tiVirus ...............99.95 
51 36 Symantec Nanon Utilities 8.0 .......124.95 
}586 Symantec Norton 8 0 Ve rs Upgrade ..47.95 
3279 Sytron NeverEndrng Disk.. .................4'1.00 
3302 Venisoft Remove-IT! 2.0 ...................34.95 

PC World 
World Class Award Winner. 
An unprecedented five times! 

Boston Computer Society 
"Best All Around Company" 
2 years in a row/ 

http:Upgd.S129.95


@HOME House Calls 
r----------------------------------------------- · 
I 

I I 

L------------------J 
searchable collec tion of over 700 re ference 

works and publicacions, many usefu l. It has Your Children's Homework, Your Computer newspapers ranging from the AbJ•O Yolo 
Veuvs to the U/:mi11ir111 \Ved/y (ove rlooking 

What to do when the report is due and the library is closed . 
the New.• York Times and ll'ashingto11 Post), 


BY LINCOLN SPECTOR magazines, maps, te levision transcripts, and 


book . T hese include Compton's E11cyc/ope­
chool papers were harder when I was compun:r journalists. My wife and I insist dio, with che sa me text as th e C D-ROM 

a k id. You had to open a hardbound that our son use at lease two sources on any but without the sounds, animations, vid ­

encyclopedia, locate your topic, and research project. Ir makes his life mi ser­ eos, or Patrick Stewart narration . Home­

laboriously copy every word by able, buc at lease he gets good grades. work Helper has its own user interface, 

hand. T hen you prnyed your teacher which is much nicer than Prodigy's. 

did n't have the same encycloped ia. THE ONLINE LIBRARY How does it work? Do a search for Albert 

Today you can use a PC to sea rch digita l There arc lot of on line sources your kids Einstein, and you ' ll ge t a list of ISO items: 

e ncyclopedias and copy and paste your pla­ can wrn to, such as the World \Viele Web articles from the B11//eti11 of the Atomic 
giari sm into a word processor. No hassles. and CD-ROM encycloped ias, but the best Scientists and the Ner,o• Rep11blic, a chapter 

1ow thar you ' re an adu lt, though, you is a corne r of Prodi- from Histol)' of the 
probably don 't want yo11r kids to cheat. gy called Home­ World, 36 Comp­
You'd rathe r drag them kick ing and work Helper. Hen: Homework Helper 1011 '.1 E11cyc/opedio 
screaming into good study habits. Bel ieve you get your mu lti­ Prodigy Services; 800/776-3449 e ntries, and 6 re ­

it or not, your computer can help here, mo. p le sources in one Price:$9.95 per month for 5 hours, $2.95 views of the movie 

First and foremost, don't let that budding conve nient (if ex ­ per hour thereafter (Prodigy); $9.95 per !.Q. Like l said, 

scholar depend on just one source of infor­ pensive) place. month for 2 hours, $2.95 per hour there­ plenty of sources. 

mation. After all , kids who sec only one Basicall y, Home.:- after, or $6 per hour (Homework Helper) Homework Help­

point of vi ew grow up to be.: politicians or work Helper is a er neve r finds more 

WIND 9sWS 
Learning a new operating system can be in timidating, and laborious. LearnKey 
understands and offers training that 's intuitive, fri endly, even fun. The secret la 

LearnKey's success is its Exper t Instructors. LearnKey carefully searched far the 
finest trainers to au thor its Windows 95 videos and CD-ROMs. 

First in a series, Intro lo W indows 95 is nearly two-hours of instruct ion 
presented by Dan iel Will-Harris. Gua ranteed never lo be bar· 

ing , Daniel takes you on a slightly za ny tour of Windows 95 
whi le showing you the new features includ ing basics, 
system control devices and file management functions . 

Order Intro lo Windows 95 Now! The Key is 
Learning from the Experts. 

Reg. S49.95 $29 95 
Doniel Will-Horris ;.~:ii~ ;~:6 Only • +ss 
Best-Selling Autho r 


and Comedy 


W riter 


OTHER TITLES 
PerfectOffice Suite 


Lotus SmartSuite 

Microsoft Office 

Windows 3 . 1 


Desktop Publishing 

NetWare 


All ccmpany nnmes and/or prod\lc;a <"'t8 m1tternark4 ard'Of' 

Circle 206 on reader service card 



Hot Deals Ult SIJV NEU/ RND IJStD 
I x 9 - 70's $36.75 CPIJ's ii MtMORV 
4x3-70' s$ 129 PRICE W/lR 

Hot Deals 
I x36 - 70's $155 
I x32 - 70's $1 39 

WE Will 3EA1 f'rw (O"i'1°N.ED PFJCE ,,, THIS ISSUE ~ THE SPA·~ PROOUC I OR WE LL CC\ ~00 ONE DO..t.ffi 

GUAflRNTEEDlll 


CU-ROii! URIUES LI IUEO CARUS-OEl!l ll!ElllORY lllOTHERBOARUS 

NEC <X (1nl) --- - . 13911 ATI Gropl1t" P.o TUlt<> lx3·60'7'0 . $36.75 Ince ! Seogcte Tosri>a XW601S SCSI - 5299 ll~·60.'7G-'80 .......,,__ 539 
TW11>aXJ.!3501 SCSl lutt $l75 PClNt.B.1SA 2MB - - • sr.9 PetO.l'n 6Cl'66 PC wilO S159.a1:1·6Ci70r'W _____ 

ST 3'0 ua -·-·-·- .... 11110 4860X4-100 - -·-- S2S9 
su~ 

Uit11.m FX100 ---- S20!I h 3·6C'lnY8l -· 5135 1m1-90h1t0 .. ms- Ulnll'n> 15'. 2 ldll 1259 
Own<nlV~2•1l 1259 1x36·&Ym'BO ····---·· $1-0 ~ Prtll'NGl'9 100 II wilO S1Q9

ST 420 M!I - ---·-..·- 1170 4860X2-t6 ·--·-·-· $151 "'°""SCSI ___,,_ $399 
ST5'0~B ---··-- . 1180 q&JX.JJ ----·---.. 589 
ST12550N2.1GBSCSI. lt.099 Slealli 64 PCINUl2MB ... 1169 2x36·6'Y70i'BO ---····-·· l?.n lttat~JVw\O .. u ••• S309 

p- 80 --------..·-- """ CotnJS VLB 1 MB .. .. .. ............ $7'9 ' 1136 -6ll70 -·- .,_, "99 '660X VlB .... I 109 

TrldertSVGA- ..... $39 8 x 36-6Cfl0 ................. _ $911!1Cl 4860X 1SA ......... $99


ST31200N 106GB SCSI .... $499 Pcntun E6 ··--- .. ...... US~ 
PenttJm 90 ..•. $.389 

~860X.. · 100VLB .......... $119
Conner Pont!um 100 ....................... $425 

4860X VlB 72!30Combo .. 511 9 

CFS210 M8-.... . 1150 
POl11Jum 120 ...................... CALL 


Super Micro wlTnton ........... S299 


CFS 3'° MB ........ 1115 
 CNpSet 

CFS S40 MB ...... .. 5188 
Cf~ ·-----... $229 Trade in Your Old Memory and Receive CASH or Look for us on the 

Credit toward INDUSTRY'S LOWEST MEMORY PRICES 
CFP I.OB GS SCSI $4<1 

internet - e-mail to
M:n tcr winmemtlcrash.cts.com 
2901.!B -·- - 1155 and watch for our exciting
3'°MB -----·-- 1169 new homepage withS40MB ..- ..- ·-·--.... 117'1 Please Don't Hesitate To Call Our 
l501.10 ..- ·- ..-·-· sm computer repair, 
t.OeGB ·- - -- 13911 Friendly. Courteous and maintenance and 

Knowledgeable Stoff At: upgrade tutorials • 
coming very soon.Ask about our Buy 

1-800-454-9701Back Program on 

lot of money-especially if your kids 

read article after article online. To 

make marrers worse, there's no on­

screen clock ro remind your lirrle 

prodigy how much rhis is costing 

Mommy and Daddy. 

So make sure rhe kids follow these 

money-saving ru les: After a sea rch, 

scan the resulting list of items and 

double-cl ick only the promising 

ones. Homework Helper brings rhe 
Homework Helper's assorted choices. 

than 150 items, which is plenty-if they're 

the right 150. To make that more likely, it's 

a good idea to narrow searches with queries 

like Where W!as i\/bnt Einstein bom? You can 

also restrict a search to certain types of 

sources (newspapers) or particular sources 

(Los Jl11ge/es Times), or by date or author. 

Ir's all pretty easy to figure out. 

Homework Helper is like a quality uni­

versity-it costs a fortune. Either a Aar $6 

an hour, or $9.95 a month plus $2.95 an 

hour after the firsr 2 hours, all on rop of 

Prod igy's regular fees. Thar can add up ro a 

article up in a window. Instead of 

reading it, select File• Sove ro store it as an 

ASCll text file for offiine study. If your 

children can't follow these steps, show 

them how a spreadsheet can calcu lare 

smaller allowances. 

One final warning: On my own system 

Homework Helper developed a taste for 

logging offwirhour warning, causing frus­

uation, canrrums, and immature cursing. 

Bur my son rook it a bit better than I did. 

li11co/11 Spector is a PC World se11ior associ­
ate edi1or. 

He Ipful Hints 


P-fr f.V~} a......aa..~~.o....... 

All infonnation provided here originntcs from tho 
users of the database. 

THE ULTIMATE MOVIE DATABASE 

Forget Clnemanla. The best place to get Infor­
mation on your favorite movies Is the Internet 
Movie Database, a collection of facts on over 
500,000 fllms maintained by unpaid enthusl· 
asts. lf you're on the World Wide Web, you'll find 
the database at http:// www.msstate.edu/ MOYles/ . 
But you can get answers with just an E-mail ad­
dress. To find out about a movie, simply send a 
message to mllrie@lbmpcug.co.uk. Leave the sub­
ject line blank, and enter the message "10VIE 
Title. To obtain more detailed lnstructlons,,leave 
the message blank and use the subject Help. 

SIMMs WINDOWS MEMORY CORPORATION 
(Scon to be kn;)wn as Porochs.e Metron,, Corporct1on) 

920 Kiln., Sult• 100 - la Jolla, CA 92037 
Int (619)454-9701 , Fax (619)454-9703 

Fl'I CRJ s no-..-£ ::. t C:. fJ<.A/ •vol? ;•1T'llt~'t u£rO"'CV OQQ'rtSC We.."> '::f1 C'U ~'S era '•f\A... r-..0 AEflJ'.()S LL• l 00 ~ ~ '::' ;;n.~v.::i "bci-~...., ccts Oil: "d 'CM",·ic vrOO °"" worrCY(~ St- tnn:J ,.. nor-.­
·~e • r..o cc..·<ci•.c.t~ n (),.,Cid O"I ~QI or~ • !re% r~stoek-q f'c& or. ref..rc-. .Mt"-n ~~. •'le re.'1.~ dfw ~:cc...~ • ~::rt'v ·zoloc~ c.r•v • f'l cn:.e-!. ford • Pt<~\~'. tot~ 
JJ "'O..C t'C(J(C • '.'.r.•..,,r.(~•.l'C~ cort n...mocr; ~c~e c"'i;, r~1"'01-<S -yz. reqrstetcd wlff' •1·.c • ·e~JC C,01"(e"'ie\ 280 380 >57 257 .e.ac <x ere t1(Xk:o:YI--S '::J ''1.e- U:!tp 

mailto:mllrie@lbmpcug.co.uk
www.msstate.edu/MOYles
http:winmemtlcrash.cts.com
http:O"i'1�N.ED
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Home Office 

1
r---- ------------------------------------- -----­

\\oriel Online. The hesc place co look for 

sharcware, and to converse with other X-10 

use rs, is CompuServe's Consumer E lec­

tronics fomm (go cegeneral). 

TAKING THE PLUNGE 

It's best w sta re small, with just a CP290 

and a few X-10 modules. You c.-a n add more 

as you go along. You should also pick up 

some manual controll c.:rs; that way, you can 

rnrn on the lights on che other side of the 

house if you hear a noise. You can buy a 

gencric controller for abom $1 1. 

When you' re rea ll y hooked, you can in­

stall some X- 10 wall switches, which let 

you control outdoor and overhead lights. I 

know it sounds a bit intimidating, but I re­

placed four switches on a Sarnrday after­

noon with little trouble. If you prefer, you 

can alw;1ys hire an electrician. 

T here's a ton of more sophisticated srufT 

you can graduate co, such as connecting 

your sprinkler system, burglar alarm, and 

thermostat to X-lOs. There's even a mod­

ule co fire up a hot rub so it's ready for you 

after a long commute. Now all I need is a 

hot wh and a long commute. 

• CP290, X-10 modules $69.99 and $14.99 

respet:ci ve ly; X-10 USA, Inc.; 201/784­

9700, 201/784-9464 (fax) 

Reader service no. 742 

• Plato for Windows $49.95; Home Au­

tomation Systems Inc.; 800/762-7846, 714/ 

708-0610, 714/708-0614 (fax) 

Reader service no. 743 

lmiiTIITil TheJilt' fm111 this r111iclr is avail­
i::rim:mm 11/J/e via PC World 011/i11e 011 v e 

Amerim 011/i11r flllfl Co111p11Serve. Co11- :z.. 
1rib111i11K Editor Sttve /Jass is preside111 of 5 

:z 

the Pa.wrle11r1 IBAI U.mx Gro11J1. He rr111 be 
rmd1erl 011 PC 110drl 011/i11e (see page 12 for 
more i11fon11atio11 ). 

Automation Comes Home 
Turn out the lights at ten-thirty-without lifting a finger 

BY STEVE BASS 

very third Samrday-the day my 

wife Jud y gees up ar 5 a.m. to go 

birding-the heat automatically 

rnrns on at 4:30 a.m. Ac 5, che hall­

way light comes on ac halfbrighc­

ncss. And at 5:15, both the 

kicchcn light and che coffeemaker come 

on. \Vhac makes chis happen? A few inex­

pensive whizbang elccrronic gadgets, 

cheap software, and my compmcr. 

Ac chc hcart of ch is lifcsryle is a $50 gad­

get called a C P290. (Hey, no one choughc 

C3PO was a friendl y name, either.) You 

connect chc CP290 co your computer's ser­

ia l pore, download instructions co it, then 

disconnccc it from che computer and plug 

it into cht: wall. 

NO THING UP MY SL E EVE 

The CP290 transmits its signals through 

your house 's power lines. but there has to 

be something more intelligent than the 

bedroom lamp to receive them. That 's 

whcre your collection of X-lOs come in. 

(Don't you just love these catchy names?) 

An X-10 isn 'ca fighter plane, bm a litcle 

doohickey you plug into a wall socket. You 

328 PC WORLD • AUGUST 1995 • 

assign each X-10 a code 

numbe r by setting its dia l, 

then you plug a lamp, T\~ or 

whatever into it. You may 

leave that lamp switched on, 

but it 's not going to get any 

clcccricity unti l the CP290 

gives the X-10 the signal (or 

you mrn the X-10 on manu­

ally). A variety ofX-l Os an~ 

available in the $ 12 to $ 15 

price range. some handling 

as much as 500 watts and 

others specializing in dim­

ming lights. 

A company called X-to 
USA makes both the CP290 

and various X- to models. 

l\fany omfits make X- to 
clones, and as far as I know, they're as good 

as the originals. You can find these gadget~ 

at electronics stores and mail-order houses. 

THE SOFT TOUCH 

When you bu y the CP290, you also get 

Lighthouse for Windows, a program for 

setting up your schedule. Lighthousc lets 

you give descriptive titles to specific lights 

and appliances and scht:dulc simple and 

complicatcd c.:ven t~ . For example, you can 

group all thc outdoor lights as one event, 

making them come on together at speci­

fied or random times. You can also save set­

ups for winter, summer, or vacations and 

load chem when needed. 

Once you get moking, you' ll want to try 
other CP290 softwarc-thcrc's 

a Joe around, mostly shart:ware. 

l\ly favorite is Plato for \\in­

dows. a commercial package 

that helps me create intricate 

blueprints of the emirc house, 

room by room, with icons for 

lamps, TV secs, and so on. You 

can try a free demo version, 

available as pfwdem.zlp on PC 



DELL DIMENSION DELL DIMENSION"·' XPS P120c 
Reliable PCs For High 120MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

Performance Computing • Mini Tower Model 

• 8MB RAM (128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Writeback Cache 

• 540MB Hard Drive (12rns) 

• 15LS Monitor (15· CRT. NI) 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video 

* 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM 
Drive 

* MS Office 4.3, MS Bookshelf. 
Visio Express for MS Office 

• 3S Diskette Drive 

• Spacesaver Keyboard/Mouse 

• MS·DOS 6.2/Microsoft 
Windows 3.1/30 Days Free Support 

Business Lease: S89/Mo. 
Order Code ~500113 

Loaded 120MHz 

$2399 

Leave it to Dell to offer a fu ll-blown 

120MHz Pentium chip-basedPC before some 

of the other PC players have even figured 

out what Intel's latest chipscan really do. 

So for the same price as last year's 

P60.Dell now gives you a P120c wi th double 

the clock speed. All in aPC built to ISO 9002 

standards. And on top of that. from a 

company that recent ly took top honors in 

the PC World Reliability and Service Report 

So now you can get the power you 

need. Without paying the price. 

11i1i1;1ih;•@•• 
800-627-8650 
In Canada~ call 800-668-3021 

Mon-Fri 7am·9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 

Sun 12pm-5pm CT • http://www.us.del l.com/ 

IKeycode #03042 J 

Dell's featured cornpu1cr ilrtist is Nance Paternoster of San Francisco. CA. 

http:http://www.us.dell.com


DELL INTRODUCES OPTIPLEX SYSTEMS WITH 

DESKTOP MANAGEMENT INTERFACE. 


Now tl1ere's actually an easy way to get a handle on the information 

you need to know about your networked desktops. It's DMI. short for industry 

standard Desktop Management Interface . 

And it's avai lable on Dell ' OptiPlex'"' sys tems. 

DMI works w ith your standard network management software to 

tell you everything from the type of system and user name to the serial 

number and processor typ e. That way, you can manage it al l remote ly. 

So if you want to take the trouble out of asset management. give us a call. You'll see it's never 

been less work lor less footwork). 

DMI COMPLIANT 
DELL OPTIPLEX XL 575 
75MHz PENTIUM' PROCESSOR 

• 8MB RAM/365MB IDE HDD 
• 1MB Video Memory 
• 256KB Cache 
• 15LS Monitor 115" CRT..2Bmm) 
• 3 Year Extended Warranty ' 

$1949 Prodt~I Code 1300664 

DMI COMPLIANT 
DELL OPTIPLEX XMT 5100 
100MHzPENTIUM PROC ESSOR 

• 16MB RAM/1GB HDD 
• 2MB Video Memory 
• 512KB Cache 
• 17Monitor117" CRT. 26mm) 
• 3 Year Extended Warranty ' 

$J829 Produ:t Code 1300669 

DMI COMPLIANT 
DELL OPTIPLEX XM 590 
90MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 16MB RAM/540MB HOD 
• 1MB Video Memory 
• 256KB Cache 
• 15LS Monitor (15" CRT. 28mm) 

• 3 Year Extended Warranty' 

$2699 Product Code 1300666 

DMI COMPLI ANT 
DELL OPTIPLEX XMT 5120 
120MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 32MB RAM/1GB HOD 
• 2MB Video Memory 
• 512KB Cache 
• 17 Monitor I 17" CRT, .26mm) 
• 3 Year Extended Warranty ' 

S487J Produet Code 13006EI 

DMI COMPLIANT 
DELL OPTIPLEX XM 5100 
lOOMHz PENTIUMPROCESSOR 

• 16MB RAM/540MB HDD 
• 2MB Video Memory 
• 256KB Cache 
• 17 Monitor I 1 T CRT..26mm) 
• 3 Year Extended Warranty' 

$JJ69 Pr0tluct Code '300667 

DMI COMPLIANT 
DELL OPTIPLEX XMT 5133 
133MHzPENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• 32MB RAM/1GB HDD 
• 2MB Video Memory 
• 512KB Cache 
• 21 Monitor (2r CRT. . 26mm) 
• 3 Year Extended Warranty' 

$6173 Product Code #300682 

(800) 545-9692 
I Keycode #03049 I 

tfor a complete copy of our Limited WarianM s. please writ e Dell US~\ LP.. 2214 W Braker lane, Bu ildin~ 3. Austin. TX 7B758. Pr ices and specifrca11ons valid m 1he US. on !y ;ind subje:1to change withou t 
notice. Microsoft. Windows and MS-DOS arc registered trademarks and Windows lor Workg1oups is J tri1dcnrnrk of Microsoft Corpo1a1ion. The Intel Inside logo and Pen1ium mo rnuistered trademnrks and lntelDX4 
CJ nd the Pentiuni P1oi:essor logo are tradema1ks of Intel C01por11tion @1995 Dell Computer Corporntion All rights res!:rved. 
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DELL LATITUDE 	 DELL LATITUDE '"' XPi P75D • 2 Type 11/1Type111 PCMCIA 
75MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR Expansion SlotsDependable Notebook~ 


With Superior Battery Lile • Preloaded Communications
* 10.4" Dual Scan Color Display 
Software

• BMB RAM (40MB MaxRAM) 
• 6.1 Pounds* 256KB L2 Cache 

[·~ 
;~ 
• 	420MB Removable Hard Drive 

(1 .2GB Max) 

* Smart lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

• 	32-bit Local-bus Video, lMB 
Video RAM 

• 	Optional Dell Latitude 
DeskDock'"' Available 

• 1Year Warranty' 

• 30 Day Money-back Guarantee" 

Business Lease :$111/Mo. 
Order Code •800025 

Our New Pentium Chip 

Latitude XPi 


$2999· 


THE ALTERNATM TO DELl:S COAST TO COAS1 

PENTIUM CHIP NOTEBOOK. 


If airl ines had outlets at every seat 

it wouldn't matter so much that most 

Pentium processor-based notebooks onl· 

last an hour or two. But the only outlets 

are in the restroom. And you can 't speni 

the who le trip in there. 

Introducing the Dell® Latitude"' XPi . 

The first Pentium processor-based ­

notebook that can last take-off to touch ­

down. Coast to coast. 

This thanks to Dell 's reco rd-b reak i n~ 

smart Lithium Ion battery and power 

management technology (not to mentirn 

Intel's new LM Pentium chip). In "Cross­

Country" "·' tests" conducted by VeriTest, 

inc.. a leading independent test lab, the 

Dell Latitude XPi P75 dual scan noteboo 

lasted an average of 4 hours and 40 

minutes.That's LA to New York,no probler 

Of course, actual battery life wil l vary 

depending on the nature of your use am 

configuration. You might even get more. 

Cal l us now to order your Latitude XPi. 

MLL 
11.1i1;i.U;•@•• 
800-627-1440 
In Ca nada~ call 800-668-3021 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm CT • http://www.us.dell. com/ 

I Keycode#03041 I 

0 The VertTcst Cross-Country v2.0 test sinulates typical executive use of Microsoft Office®applications in Microsoft Window.'l® 3.11 during an ai rplane flight. PoY1er 
management was enabled and RMB RAM was installed. VeriTest rnc_ is locJtcd in Sama Monica. CA_ Offer ex.pires 7/3l/95.Promu1io11al pricing not discountable 

http://www.us.dell
mailto:11.1i1;i.U;�@��
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