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Meet IMP 2, the stylish impact printer with intelligent 
APPLE interface for HIRES and PASCAL ­ $895. 

Designed for desk top use, this sleek unit combines 
an ultra-low profile with a unique fan-cooled printing 
system that can knock out 80, 96, or 132 columns of 
crisp hardcopy with continuous throughput of one line 
per second . 
Three way paper handling. IMP 2 features three way 
paper handling for forms, single sheets and paper rolls, 
with tractors adjustable from 1.5 inch to 9V2 inches. 

. Software control of forms length, printer select/deselect 
together with a choice of three standard interfaces 
make IMP 2 the most versatile printer available 1n its 
price range. 
Interfaces abound. IMP 2 provides parallel, RS232C 
and 20mA current loop as standard equipment. But if 
you need something special , we can supply interfaces 

for just about any system ­ high speed serial, Apple, 
Pet, TRS-80, IEEE 488 ... you name it. 
Versatile character sets. 96 ASCII character set is 
standard. And you can select six character sizes, even 
graphics, under software control. Options include full 
page buffering and special character sets. 
Service - a big difference. No other printer 
manufacturer offers Axiom's combination of low cost 
plus nation-wide service and distribution ­ in the USA 
and 18 overseas countries . 

Better phone or write today! 

AXIOM 
AXIOM CORPORATION 

5932 San Fernando Road, Glendale, CA 91202 
Tel: (213) 245-9244 •TWX: 910-497-2283 
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lustrated by Couch's own initial experience with a microcom­
puter. Couch's father, managing a health spa, complained that 
the business was getting away from him-that he didn't have 
the right data to know how and why things were happening to 
the enterprise. 

"The microcomputer will be to the 
eighties what the calculator was 
to the se’venties." 

Couch induced him to buy a microcomputer. With his fa­
ther's data requirements in hand, Couchfils programmed the 
system to give Couch pere the data he needed. But it was never 
enough. 

"Every time I'd go home, he'd ask if I couldn't just add this 
or that to the program to give him more insight into his busi­
ness. It got to the point where I almost didn't want to go home, 
because going home entailed writing more programs for Dad's 
computer." ­

Through his dad, Couch began to realize the limitations of 
traditional programming, no matter how powerful or versa­
tile the language. 

"What my father needed was a computer environment 
where he could specify the parameters of what he needed, and 
the computer would then perform the programming functions 
to give him the data in the form he wanted." 

From this experience, the concept of datagramming 
formed and grew. 

Little Fish Spawned Quality. It's a bit of an overstatement 
to say that Couch's vision of a new software approach became 
an obsession, but the record does show that he soon thereafter 
jumped from big fish HP to the embryonic Apple company in 
pursuit of the concept. 

"I took this datagramming concept to HP and made a pro­
posal. They liked the idea, but they wanted to mount it on a 
one-hundred-fifty-thousand-dollar machine. My father could 
only afford a personal computer, and I felt that the most val­
uable application for the concept was in the personal comput­
ing area, serving people like him. 

"The microcomputer will be to the eighties what the calcu­
lator was to the seventies . Every home, professional user , and 
most small businesses will have .one. The small businessper­
son and the hobbyist, who can't afford custom software sup­
port, need datagramming to get custom results." 

Apple Profit Center Profits Apple Users �
Nobody's accused Apple of being just another company, 

and a look at how its executives have structured their soft: 
ware lab reveals a telling reason for its success in the micro­
computer industry. 

What John Couch, software development and publications 
topper, has as his domain is a separate profit center within the 
company. The implications of that structure are immense for 
the Apple owner. As Couch explains it: 

"In the normal company, once a system gets on the mar­
ket, sixty to seventy percent of the programmers' time is taken 
up with maintenance and improvement of the system, and 
very little is left for the development of new concepts and 
ideas. And if the software department attempts to expand or to 
give itself more research and development capability, man­
agers of other departments are likely to question the wisdom of 
those expenditures in relation to what the investment could 
achieve in their departments . 

"Furthermore, hardware development is usually done in­
dependent of the software lab. The harmonious interaction of 
the two labs to achieve the most comprehensive and function­
al system is missing." 

Partners in Growth and Profit. ''The first difference at Ap­
ple, of course, is that software development goes hand-in-hand 

with the development of new hardware , and in most ·cases 
drives the hardware design. 

"The second major difference is that I have the freedom 
and flexibility to structure research and development groups 
as long as I can justify it on the bottom line." 

The fact that the software lab has expanded tenfold during 
Couch's eighteen months as vice-president testifies to the 
health of his bottom line. 

Couch lays claim to the best software group in the Santa 
Clara Valley, no mean boast to those who know that the area is 
so rife with electronics firms of all pedigrees that it's affec­
tionately knoWn as silicon gulch . 

Sparing himself the charge of hyperbole, Couch attributes 
that statement to an executive from a larger , noncompeting 
company. . 

There's little doubt that Apple's software lab is among the 
most comprehensive . 

One progTamming group is active in research and develop­
ment projects that are entirely hardware and product-line in­
dependent-seeking new programming fundamentals. 

Another group functions as liaison with independent soft­
ware vendors who support the Apple hardware . This group 
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