





"

OCTOBER 1981

Chairman John Haller
Publisher Al Tommervik
Editor Margot Comstock

Tommervik
Craig Stinson
Kurt A. Wahlner

Managing Editor
Art Director
General Manager
Editorial Associate
Assistant Editor
Product News and
Copy Editor
Contributing Editors
Assembly Language

Jean Varven
Melissa Milich

Carol James

Roger Wagner

Pascal Jim Merritt
Business Peter Olivieri
Apple CP/M Greg Tibbetts
Apple III Taylor Pohlman
Hardware Jeffrey Mazur
Investing Kenneth Landis

John Haller
Donna Siebert
Greg Voss
David Hunter

Guest Reviewer
Special Projects

Ad Coordinator

Cover design by Kurt Wahlner; cover photo of Joe
and Rosalie by Ma%gle McGurk.

Composition by hotographlcs Hollywood, Call-
fornia. Printing by Volkmuth Printers, Saint Cloud,
Minnesota.

Apple is a registered trademark of Apple Com-
puter Inc., Cupertino, Californla.

UCSD Pascal is a trademark of the University of
California at San Diego.

VisiCalc 13 a trademark of Personal Software,
Sunnyvale, California.

SoftCard is a trademark of Microsoft, Bellevue,
Washington.

Softalk. Volume 2, Number 2. Copyright © 1981 by
Softalk Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. ISSN:0274-
9629. Softalk is published monthly by Softalk Publishing
Inc., 11021 Magnolia Boulevard, North Hollywood, CA
91601. Telephone, (213) 980-5074. Second-class postage
paid at North Hollywood, CA, and addltlonal maillng of-
fices.

Postmaster: Send address changes to Softalk, 11021
Magnolla Boulevard, North Hollywood, CA 91601.

Subscrlptlons: Complimentary to all owners of Apple
computers in the USA. If you own an Apple but you're not
receiving Softalk, send your name, address, and Apple
serial number with a request for subscrlptlon to Softalk
Circulation, 11021 Magnolia Boulevard, North Holly-
wood, CA 91601. Softalk is totally Independent of Apple
Computer Inc.; sending your warranty card to Apple
Computer will not inform Softalk of your existence.

Non-Apple-owner subscriptlons for one year: $12. For
the convenience of businesses and schools In which sev-
eral staff members share an Apple and would llke 1ndl-
vidual copies of Softalk, multiple subscriptlons to the
same address are available at lower rates: two through
five, §9 each; more than five, $7 each.

Back Issues: $2 through February 1981; $2.50 thereaf-
ter. November and December 1980 and January 1981 ls-
sues are sold out. March 1981 issue Is in short supply. Sof-
talk will send you a back issue of your choice free (avall-
able issues only) for the name, address, and serlal num-
ber of each Apple owner you can flnd who Isn’t already
receiving Softalk.

Probiems? If you haven't received your Softalk by the
tenth of the month, or if you have other problems with
your subscription, Ron Rennells or Klmberly Curllng can
help. Call (213) 980-5099.

Moving? Send new address and old to Softalk Clrcula-
tion, 11021 Magnolia Boulevard, North Hollywood, Call-
fornia 91601; telephone, (213) 980-5099.

Manuscrlpts: All Softalk artlcles are wrltten on as-
signment. If you are a writer and would like to write for
Softalk, send statement of your assoclation with Apples
and sample of your writing to the editor. Querles are al-
so welcome; state the subject you have in mind and the
theme of the potential story, and brlefly outline the direc-
tion the article would take. Include a stamped, self-ad-
dressed envelope, and keep a copy of whatever you send.
Questions about rates for editorlal matter will be an-
swered only by telephone.

ADVERTISERS INDE X

Advanced Business Technology
Apple Computer ......

Applied Anaiytics .
Aurora Systems ..
Avant.Garde
Blte-soft ..... .
The Book 1982 ....
Bourbon Street .
Broderbund..
BudgeCo......... 8
Callfornla Paclflc sevee
Cavaller
CE Software .
C&H
Computek
Computer Solutlons .

. . 94
Computar Station ......o.euee. cesssassnene 62 89 91, 93

Mary Sue Rennells

Circulation Kimberly Curling
Ron Rennells
Robert Mann
Systems William V. R. Smith
Advertising Sales- Al Tommervik
213-980-5074

Exec Softsel: Software Distribution Leader
AL TOMMERVIK ...

Apple Diagnoses Shatter Traditional IQ Testing

GREG VOSS ..

Talking with Dolphins: John Lilly and His Apples

MELISSA MILICH .....

The GameMaster: A House of Games by Modem

MARGOT COMSTOCK TOMMERVIK

The Solar System by Apple: Solar Home Design

CRAIG STINSON

An Apple Joins the Navy: Supersonic Flight Simulator

JIM SALMONS ........

R T S

Basic Utilities ... ..
Lower-Case Adapters: An Overview
A Controller Even You Can Make .....

.................... THERON FULLER 95

...... JEFFREY MAZUR 123
. SILAS WARNER 130

D P XL R T T
Puns ‘n" Applanagrams .......... . o0 2 Newspeak ....... 79
Cantest Winners . ...ovviiiiiniinininnneenns 2 Marketalk: News 89
Open Discussion . .uvereeeereeennanannnnns 8 The Basic Salution:
The Pascal Path: William V. R. Smith ... ..o, 104
Jim Merritt .ot i 15 Mind Yaur Business:
SaftCard Sympasium: Peter OliVieri «wwv s vassmmesgpsssmsmpesess 107
Greg TibBeffsivwu s o s &« e s & & & wowmerire s s w06 23 The Third Basic:
Tradetalk .............. P —— i 39 Taylar Pahlman ........ ... .. oot 1M1
Ventures with VisiCale .......... SRR e ER 50 Beginners’ Carner:
Morketalk: Reviews ... ...........cooiieenn. 55 Craig SHNSON « vt viin i 136
Assembly Lines: Softalk Presents
Rager WaGNer s« v uswmme s ess svamasssss 66 the Bestsellers:.q oo s s s wwmsns s s s mmenosss 145
/ Nipping Navember ... The Bay an Apple Taught Ta Care:
the Apple in Psychatherapy ... Exec Braderbund ... The

/ Multifariaus Mind of Steve Beck ...
Debut: All Abaut Applesoft . ..
Right-Hand Apple . . .

Datamost ......... .92
Edu-Ware
Energy Games
First Software ..
FSI

Galfo Systems .......cvviennn JA22
Highlands Computer Services. A17
High Technology..... Ve e .44

Horizon Simulations ......
Howard Software .
Human Systems Dynamlcs
IDSI .

NSOE o nvnensninsnenenninenins .3
Intelligent Computer Systems .20
Interactive Mleroware ........ ..18
Interlude ............ 126
LJK Enterprises ... 125
L &S Computerware .......cceeevvencenssnnns 145
Masterworks ...... ..59
Math City .......000 121
McCreary Software .... .39
MICTO FOCUS « v vvnanseeaaaansssenaneeeessssaeansad 24
Micro Lab .21, 56, 64
Microsoft ............ 51, 61
Mountain Distributor .....cceiveeiiiiieiiiiienaias 104

Muse Software..... . 19, 40, 68, 115
NIKFOM ¢ cuiiiiitosereeasanossnscanaasossssssscsnsasnss 5
OMEEA +ouuuvineennrionssorasessassnsscacsssscans 96, 114
On-Line Svstems. P 28, .’!2 48, 103, 105,

113, 116, 129, Cover 4

Mare an Time ...
Smokey The Bear's
and more.

Orange Micro
Pegasys
Penguln (forme
Phoenlx
Program Store

Prometheus ..........
Rainbow Computlng ....ooivviiuiiiiirianierireenneaans 52
RH Electronics .......
Riverbank Software .....cccoiveiieiiiinaitieiieenans 37
Science Research Associates .. 41
Sentient Software .c.cccveevscncaiccsissssssiacassosaons 38

Sierra Software ...
Sirius Software .
Softalk .
Softape
Softdlsk....
Softhouse ....
Softpak
Software Publishing Cnrporatlon.
Software Store ........oocveunen .

Software Technology ........ 22, 112
Southwestern Data Systems . 17, 133
Spectrum Software ....cccceceeceicccasescsssseccssas 110

Stellation Two ..

itoneware........:: ’106

Strategle Simulations . . 147, Cm er 3
SUDLORIC: oovsiimvan wvnenmaesins soiwieiemevesneinsie osvis s

Synergistic Software 35, 120
Systems Design Lab ....oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiaennien 26
Systems Pius ......... 13
Thunderware ..... 135

Vital Information .
Westside ........... .



N

z.

OCTOBER 1981

@ SOTFTALK

Z 0

G2 TG DL T

Two things are special about the
crossword puzzle that constitutes this
month’s contest. First, almost all the an-
swers have some connection to compu-
ters in general and Apples in particular.
Second, the puzzle was devised using an
Apple and Crossword Magic, a cross-
word-making utility for the Apple from
L&S Computerware.

Definitions are tricky. They nearly al-
ways contain a direct definition, but it
may take some thinking to know which
part of the clue is that definition. Each
clue has at least one other relationship to
the answer. It may contain an anagram
of the answer, or a charade of it; or the
answer may be hidden forward or back-
ward. Punctuation and straightforward
clue meanings may be deliberately mis-
leading.

First prize is $100 worth of merchan-
dise at your local computer store. Ties
will be settled by Apple's random num-
ber generator.

When you’ve finished the puzzle, send
a copy of the finished work along with the
entry coupon to Softalk. Entries must
reach Softalk by November 15, 1981.

Mail entry blank with your finished puz-
zle to Softalk Crossword, 11021 Magnolia
Boulevard, North Hollywood, CA 91601.

Name:
Address:
City/state/zip:

Dealer's name:

Prize you'd like:

Your autograph:

Across Clues

2. Giving fruit returned

6. Terrapin gets no A’s when machine
copy is hard

9. Bachelor of Arts, as it is

10. Plus genetic part backward

11. Licss than more back only to read

12. Members of the AFL gather to feast
on many meats

13. Screwball pitch, no tea, with part of
tollhouse cooky
15. ‘“‘Hello, Adeline,” he said. ‘‘Fill the
gun."
17. Singular punishment too old for Wall
Street
20. Gramps role is no good on TV fillers
23. Town and village initially went for
home entertainment
24. Half a parsec and part of the terrain
later, Stepan remained undercover
26. A short life is badly spent putting
away papers
28. The inventory is still too much
confused
32. “Boo,"" the ghost said as he sloshed
away in his galoshes
33. Don't show what you're doing to the
union. See, I owe you one
35. A French cat loves to converse,
shortly
37. A sixties-style runner, he used the
telephone connection to call in a long
dash
39. Michener’s book often tells about a
fountainhead
40. Tuesday found Polly in rage about
acting
Down Clues
1. Mending sessions stop early when
headless
3. Al's cap blazed in the sun, in any
dialect
4. A wily addict sat, locked in
daydreams
5. Dance, and make memories to last
forever
7. Trading you for a churn occurs on a
cattle farm .
8. You lose your mind if it's marred
enough
13. Recut mops don't last as long as
microprocessors
14. An enigma, snoring, makes baby
pule
16. Swerving in circles can cause spinal
parts to hurt
18. Pale Patsy insisted upon the best
computer in school

19. Arco deplores symbolic substitution

21. Seventeen true vaned weathercocks
went on an escapade

22. An actress plants bulbs under the
glow of Big Berthas

24. After the rescue, he received a huge
vase of daisies

25. People who jog are partially nurds
returning

26. Put up the money or they can fine you

27. Confused, Roy uses everything he
owns to think up an alibi

29. Endless greetings confuse whole
numbers of people

30. ‘“Come and get it!"” the cook shouted
when our order was ready

31. Each morning, Mike rose early to
work on his Apple and Atari

34. Swirling ice overcame the soprano as
the Titanic went down

36. The new stove can do everything
from melting butter to baking pottery

38. A sage trainer teaches her dog to
fetch

Faces. William J. Tuttle of Decatur,
Georgia, was the winner randomly
chosen among thirty correct entries in
the Softalk Faces Contest. Identifying the
number two face was most contestants’
downfall. Not very many recognized the
very talented hi-res pioneer Bob Bishop.
Tuttle chose two games from Strategic
Simulations, Warp Factor and Shattered
Alliance, as his prize. He'll pick up the
games at the Atlanta Computer Mart.

Several of the faces belonged to peo-
ple with more than one affiliation; in
these cases, any one of the applicable af-
filiations was considered correct. Al-
though some of the affiliations are not
current in the personal—or personnel—
sense, the fact that an individual’s soft-
ware, for example, is being sold by a
company is considered an affiliation.

The correct answers to Softalk Faces
were:

1. John Couch, Apple Computer Inc.

2. Bob Bishop, Datasoft (Apple
Computer Inc., Softape)

3. Bill Budge, BudgeCo (California
Pacific, Apple Computer Inc.)

4. Todd Rundgren, Utopia or Apple
Computer Inc./Special Delivery
Software, Bearsville Records

5. Jean Richardson, Apple Computer

Inc.

. Bill Depew, Artsci or Softape

. Roberta Williams, On-Line Systems

. David Mullich, Edu-Ware Services

. Dick Cavett, PBS Television or Apple
Computer Inc. or Daphne

10. Neil Konzen, Microsoft (Synergistic

Software)

The name of Tom Larus, of Powha-
tan, Virginia, was drawn from among all
entries to the contest with at least one
correct answer to take second prize.
Larus will collect $30 toward a double
boot device or toward a Thunderclock
from Computer Techniques near his
home. m
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time, Leff, clearly a fast learner, knew where the power-switch
on the Apple was located.

Leff and Wagman became a team, and Robwin was its
name. Robwin was a default choice, a preexisting entity that
had served Leff in previous independent consulting activities.

By Any Other Name It Smelled as Sweet. Curiously, al-
though all the other distributors were regional in their nature,
it never occurred to the pair that Softsel would do other than
sell nationally. They took turns at sweeping into different
metropolitan areas on short visits.

The message they carried was an uncommonly simple one,
considering the response they got: ‘“We care about your prob-
lems, and we'll work to help you solve them. We care about
software, and we’ll work to carry the best. We know you need
information, and we’ll work to bring you the right kind."”

If that seems like nothing more than just common business
sense, so be it. But to many retailers, Softsel represented the
first voice of reason willing to establish a two-way dialogue.

Softsel didn’t have a whole lot of product to purvey in the
beginning. Other than Adventure International, early pro-
ducers on board were VersaWriter, On-Line Systems, and
Synergistic.

Even with that thin product line, Leff and Wagman began
making a dent in the marketplace with their business prac-
tices.

First, they kept all the products they listed in stock. That
meant they had the expense of inventorying them, an expense
many other distributors were loathe to incur for small-ticket
software items. But having the product in stock enabled them
to fulfill point two of the plan: ship full orders as rapidly as pos-
sible.

All Work and No Play Fills Orders the Same Day. Leff
takes great pride in Softsel's hard-earned reputation for
prompt shipping. ‘‘We almost always turn orders around in
half a day. While we were moving the warehouse in August,
our order fulfillment time went out to two-and-a-half days, and

we were getting all kinds of calls asking what was happen-
ing.”

It’s a mark of Softsel's dedication to service that customers
would complain about sixty-hour turnaround at a time when
most of the industry still thinks filling an order anytime within
a week represents a real achievement.

That dedication has its price, and, for Leff and Wagman,
it’s been long, long hours filling orders at the end of full days of
soliciting the same.

Toward the end of summer 1980, Leff went half-time at Soft-
sel. Wagman went full-time October 1, and Leff joined him full-
time early in November. They used part-time shipping help in
the evening to fill orders.

Even to this day, when the Softalk Inc. phones ring after
midnight, knowing staffers will wager that it's either Leff or
Wagman calling to take a break. More often than not, it is, in-
deed, one of the two, although these days they're taking breaks
from responsibilites other than shipping.

The growth rate at Softsel defies statistical analysis. They
moved out of Leff's house into 2,500 square feet of space in De-
cember 1980. At the time, they were giving some thought to
throwing up a wall and attempting to sublease a portion of the
space to amortize what seemed like extraordinary expenses
for space way beyond their immediate requirements.

By August, they were forced to move into 12,000 square feet
of space evenly divided between warehousing and offices. That
space looks adequate for some time until you consider other
kinds of growth.

Softsel didn't have a full-time employee, other than the
partners, until January of this year. By the time of their Au-
gust move, they had more than fifteen employees and were
holding off hiring more until they could get additional space so
the new people could work efficiently.

By the end of September the staff was nearing thirty.

The growth in product lines has kept pace with other
growth. From the original four lines, Softsel has become

Everyone’s Guide to
Assembly Language

GOTO 47

Everybody's lining up to get their bound
copy of the first year of Roger Wogner's
Assembly Lines column. In oddition to reprints of
the first twelve columns, the book will contain
new materiol to get your fovorite
progrommer on the ossembly line.

Demond for this popular series indicates
that the first printing moy be sold out. Bound in
a functionol spiral binding, this book will be o
voluoble reference guide to ossembly longuoge
progrommers.

To ensure delivery of your copy in time for
Christmos, send $19.95, plus $1.50 for postoge
ond hondling to Softolk Book, 11021 Mognolio
Boulevord, North Hollywood, Colifornia 91601.




Out of the ashes of a civilization gone mad. ...
will rise the greatest Empire the galaxy has ever known.

ﬁ%“; |HT€RACT|V€ FAHTA§|€§ Sc;on canuevrlng your«locﬁl compuler ‘store_.‘

Edu-Ware Services, Inc. 22222 Sherman Way Suite 102 Canoga Park, CA 91303 (213) 346-6783
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