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LIBERATOR™ 
A SUBROUTINE 

LIBRARY SYSTEM 

Use a routine over and over › store 
it for immediate insertion . Save 
your time and creative energy! 
There isn’t enough room to list all 
the subroutines you will get with 

this program (over 50!) 
Here’s a few: tab field line print, 
dollar format , decimal rounding , 
calendar, get loops , quick sorts, 
system menus , control state›
ments , disk access commands, 
hex converter, Line print pagi›

nation and much more! 
Merely " exec " any subrou›
tine you want to reside in 
memory - it’s available 
immediately when you’re 

working on aprogram . 
Systematic and fully docu 

mented approach to 
subroutine libraries. 

@PEAR 
SOFTWARE 

A DIVISION OF 
MULTI DATA SERVICE 

407 TERRACE - ASHLAND OR 97520 
(503) 482-81 22 

ALSO NOW AVAILABLE: 
48K Apple II w/ DISK 3.2/3.3 

THE MANIPULATOR 34.95 
A TEXTFILE �

UTILITY SYSTEM �

THE COUNT 24.95 
A WINNING �

BLACKJACK SYSTEM �

ORDERS & PRODUCT INFORMATION - CALL OR 
WRITE - ADDRESS LISTED ABOVE 
ADD 2.50 SH IPPING & HANDLING - ND SALES TAX 

"Not only because I don't need three 
disk drives or because this year's con­
test is really tough," he said. "But every 
month last year when my Softalk would 
arrive, I had to flip open the pages and 
check the Top Thirty list and the contest 
winners [the last part of the contest dealt 
with which company would appear most 
often on the Top Thirty] . I'll be glad when 
I get So/talk this year just to be able to sit 
back and relax with it." 

Oty Hall. Lou Meiss, winner of the 
Bonus Contest that ran in last Septem­
ber's So/talk, chose a copy of the book 
Apple Monitor Peeled as his prize, which 

Contest Special 
Somewhere in this issue appears a 

picture of Pascal Path author Jim Mer­
ritt . Can you identify it? The first read­
ers from each continental U.S. time zone 
to specify correctly the exact location of 
Merritt's photograph will win a $25 gift 
certificate at their local retailers. In case 
of ties, the Apple random generator will 

Orocle ' 81 winner Jim Gonz (left) shown with AM Com· 
puter Products President Dove Alfono (right) . Gonz, of 
West Hertford, Connecticut, took home o second disk 
drive for his prophetic onswers to our yeor-long contest. 

Oracle '81. "When everybody around 
here first found out I won, we were all 
going crazy! Now I'm kind of nonchalant 
about the whole thing." 

So said eighteen-year-old Jim Ganz of 
West Hartford, Connecticut, when he 
claimed his new disk drive last month at 
AM Computing in Southington, Connect!· 
cut. Ganz was the grand prize winner of 
Softalk's year-long Oracle '81 contest . 
Ganz figured out the answers to the con· 
test during breakfast the morning before 
the final postmark deadline date. He only 
spent about five minutes filling out the 
entry form and never expected he had a 
chance to win. 

But as the months went by and Ganz's 
name was still in the running for the 
grand prize, he started paying attention 
to the contest with considerably more in· 
terest. Now, one extra disk drive richer, 
Ganz plans to spend a lot more time on 
Pascal. 

When asked if he had entered Oracle 
'82, Ganz replied quickly and without 
hesitation, "No way! 

determine the gift certificate winner. All 
who tie for winner will receive an extra 
year's free subscription to So/talk. 

Entries from outside the continental 
U.S. will be counted with the Eastern 
time zone . 

Send your answer to Merritt 's Mug, 
Softalk, 11021 Magnolia Boulevard, North 
Hollywood, CA 91601 . :m 

Denby the Robot (left) wos on hond to congrotulote Lou 
Meiss (on the right), winner of the Bonus Contest pub· 
lished in the September issue of Softolk. Meiss received 
his prize, $25 worth of goods, ot Roinbow Computing in 
Northridge, Col ifornio . 

he picked up at Rainbow Computing in 
Northridge, California. Meiss correctly 
identified Los Angeles City Hall as the 
major city hall hidden in a photograph in 
the September issue. 

Winning this type of a contest wasn't 
hard, according to Meiss. He is a profes­
sional photographer and has an eye for 
fine detail . In addition, Meiss works in a 
building situated right across the street 
from the city hall he correctly identified. 
The lucky winner used his $25 gift certifi­
cate for the book, which he hopes will 
help him with programming. JI 
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War ... 
I am an Apple owner, a university in· 
structor, and an avid reader of your 
magazine. I feel that Softalk is one of the 
finest magazines available for the Apple 
computer. I wholeheartedly recommend 
it to all Apple owners, and I have learnt a 
great deal from reading your articles and 
software listings. 

But I must tell you that I feel that the 
advertisement for Street Life that you al· 
lowed to run on page 17:5 of your Decem­
ber issue and which also ran in the No­
vember issue on page 107 is not good . In 
fact I feel that it is really bad. I neither 
care what consenting adults do, nor 
would I try to dictate my morality on 
anyone else. But I have two sons (ages 11 
and 1:5) who are also readers of Softalk 
and as a conscientious parent it is my re­
sponsibility to concern myself with what 
they read, do, and what they expose 
themselves to in general. As publishers 
you must realize that a great deal of your 
reading audience and the personal com­
puter constituency is made up of teen­
agers who are influenced by the things 
that you print and the software that is 
made available to them through your 
magazine. 

The ad clearly shows a street walker 
and the text tells how this ga·me "puts 
you in control of up to ten ladies of the 
night." 

I can't believe that you are so de­
sirous of advertisers that you would not 
realize that this kind of ad glamorizes 
pimps and sets a very bad example for 
minds in general and young minds in par· 
ticular. It is not desirable to depict nor to 
use women as sexual objects that are to 
be used to earn money with. Even to en­
courage people to fantasize in this activity 
is a great misdirection of energy and 
values. 

I realize that the ad is probably geared 
to adults (although nowhere does it so 
specify-nor can anyone control who 
mail-orders) but, none the less, children 
and teenagers will read the ad if it's in 
your magazine and will be tempted to 
buy and/ or trade this program. I for one 
do· not want to encourage my sons to play 
at "being pimps, avoiding police, and 
looking for eager 'johns,' "etc., as is ad­
vertised in this ad. 

I guess that computer magazines will 
have to face the fact that a time of deci­
sion making is fast approaching, and that 
software will be becoming more and 
more sexual. Are you an adult magazine 
or a family magazine? Will you adver­
tise for anyone who is willing to pay you 
money or will you insist on a certain level 
of truly useful, educational, and benefi­
cial products to serve the real interest of 
your clientele? 

I strongly recommend, therefore, that 
you and your staff take another look at 
this ad and really think about whether 
this is the type of material that you wish 
to make available to your readers. 
Lawrence Galante, New York, NY 
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And Peace 
I feel I must respond to two letters in the 
November 1981 "Open Discussion." 
They are "A Letter to On-Line" and 
"Vacuous Sex Symbol Misrepresents 
Women,'' both on page 22 . Incidentally, I 
am not associated with On-Line Systems 
or with any other software publisher. 

Richard Gillett objects to the Soft­
porn Adventure ad turning Softalk into 
"cheesecake." This reminds me of a 
Popular Science article on color photog­
raphy being criticized for using pictures 
of a girl in a modest two-piece bathing 
suit to demonstrate flesh tones. If the 
Softporn models were actually posed any 
lower in the hot tub, they would drown. 
You can see considerably more bare 
flesh at any public swimming pool. 

As a recent Softalk recipient, I don't 
have any back issue with an ad on page 
70 that Mary Miller Smith could find of­
fensive. Her comment, "Women will 
never get out of the bedroom if this type 
of advertising is continued," suggests it 
was Softporn, Street Life, or, most like­
ly, Interlude. 

These two letters present variations 
on the theme that sex is essentially bad. 
Mr. Gillett feels Softporn, a "product 
which is as useless and unnecessary as 
its ad" is lowering the computer indus­
try to the "gutter level." Ms. Smith finds 
a sex-related computer game a "put 
down." 

It puzzles me that I have heard so 
many protests against sex in computers 
and other areas, and so few against 
violence. How socially desirable is it to 
glorify nuclear destruction. (ABM and 
Missile Defense), piracy (Shadowhawk 
1), robbery and violence (Zork- my per­
sonal favorite), and warfare (Sabotage, 
Bomber, Tank War, and Star Trek)? 

One of my feminist friends has a T­
shirt that reads, "Woman's place is in the 
Bedroom and the Boardroom." Certain­
ly, the time for women's social and 
economic equality is long overdue. But 
that doesn't mean that a woman is neces­
sarily being exploited when she enjoys 
sex. One of the major advances of Wom­
en's Liberation has been the number of 
women now insisting on their right to a 
satisfying sex life. This assertion is 
shocking in a culture that raises its chil­
dren with the myth that there is some­
thing wrong with a girl who desires sex, 
while a boy's "animal" lusts are normal 
and inescapable, although not something 
to be discussed in mixed company. I find 
it interesting that, according to Time, 
Softporn author Chuck Benton has been 
deluged with requests for a female ver­
sion. 
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War games can be a harmless outlet 
for aggression. Surely it's better to come 
home after a rough day and blow away a 
few Klingons than to take it out on the 
family . Maybe the sex games will help 
people defuse some of the sexual/ 
emotional time-bombs our culture has 
attempted to install in our psyches. If 
Interlude helps couples overcome a few 
of the sexual incompatibilities that are 
rending families in epidemic propor­
tions, more power to it! 

Sex is one of God's greatest gifts to 
humanity. It can be a physical expres­
sion of love. It can also be perverted. I 
feel the greatest perversion is to try to 
make it "dirty." As God said to Saint 
Peter, "What I have made clean, do not 
call 'unclean.' " 
James K. Olinger, Austin, TX 

Should Softalk Rate Adventures? 
With the large interest in adventure-fan­
tasy simulations, I feel that the time has 
come for some kind of standardization. 
In the old days, it wasn't too hard to 
choose what games to buy because only a 
handful existed. Today, there are nu­
merous games to choose from. I myself 
am a fairly experienced adventurer and 
prefer to play those games that will offer 
me a challenge. On the other hand, many 
of my friends who are just starting out 
would prefer a game that is more forgiv­
ing to their beginning adventuring style. 

I recently ran across Birth of the 
Phoenia; by Phoenix Software and was 
very impressed by the program and by 
this company's attempt to indicate by a 
numerical rating system the relative dif­
ficulty of some of their adventures. I be­
lieve this is a step in the right direction. 
As all neophyte adventurers already 
know, it can be quite frustrating to play 
an adventure that may be far too diffi­
cult for their skill level. Many beginners, 
who would eventually become good ad­
venturers, get scared off because they 
get in over their heads. Some of the ad­
ventures on the market today are very 
sophisticated and at anywhere from 
$1:5.00 to $100.00, buying the wrong pro­
gram can be very costly indeed. 

While Phoenix Software is moving in 
the right direction, the majority of ad­
venture and fantasy producers are very 
vague as to the relative difficulty of their 
programs. What I propose is that an in­
dependent reviewing group such as So/­
talk come up with a numerical rating sys­
tem and rate all adventure-fantasy 
games in this way. Please understand 
that this would not be a system to rate the 
quality of the programs, just the relative 
difficulty of play. A system such as this 
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would make It much easier for the begin­ adventurers as well as the views of the �
ning, average, and advanced adventurer program authors themselves. �
to make a correct choice In what kind ot Joe Balsamo, San Diego, CA �
skill level they want to play at. �

Ideally, all companies would submit a Furthering Fortran 
final version of their program to the re­ The Fortran review by Coats and Wald· 
view board and this board would then as· man in the December Issue Is one of the 
sign the proper difficulty number. When better articles on such a subject. Anyone 
the program was made available to the considering the purchase of any of the 
public, It would bear the difficulty rating products In the review will be well 
on the package and In advertisements. warned of the pitfalls. 

I would like to encourage So/talk or The numbers shown In the bench­
anyone else who may be Interested In marks caught my attention. I couldn't 
making adventure-fantasy simulations understand how the Z80 could be ten 
more enjoyable to feel free to contact me. times faster than the 6809 for bench· 
I am anxious to hear the views of other marks 2 and 3. Apparently, The Mill Is 

. 
MENU GENERATORT .M. 

CAN ORGANIZE YOUR APPLE 
MENU GENERATOR is a11 excit ing �
new software package fo r developing �
menu programs 011 your Apple. 111 �

fact, MENU GENERATOR contains �
it s own menu system to lead you �
through the development process. �
which involves filling in several �
forms 0 11 the screen. �

011 request. MENU GENERATOR �
will compile your inputs and write �
a menu program in Basic. It wi ll �
also store your inputs in a data �
base for later editing. The menu �
progra ms developed with MENU �
GENERATOR display completely �
formatted screens, process user �
input commands and perform the �
required DOS operations to run �
other programs. �

MENU GENERATOR requires a 48K Apple II Plus, one disk drive, 
DOS 3.3 and optional printer. Suggested retail price is $39.95 for 
MENU GENERATOR on disk with instruction manual. 

GIVE YOUR �~�P�P�L�E A LI FT 

16835 ALGONQUIN 
SUITE 61l 
HUNTINGTON BEACH. 
CA LIFORNIA 92649 
(714)846-8005 . 

DEALER INQUIRI ES WELCOME
/\ppll' If j, .1 Tradl'111 .1rk 

of /\ppll' ( O lllJlUILr , lt ll . 

l>irc cr Order' /\ cccp1 cd 
ol <.r.1111· Soft ware. 1111 . wi r Ii Check or C .0.1>. 
,\k 1111 C!'111.: r.11or j, a Tradl'111.1rk 

interpreting the code while the SoftCard 
is executing the code directly. 

Out of curiosity, I produced two 6809 
assembly language versions of bench· 
mark 3. The result from the first version, 
In which I emulated a very crude Fortran 
compiler (no sophisticated code and no 
optimization whatsoever) , was a run· 
ning time of ten seconds. The second ver­
sion, in which redundant operations were 
removed and initialization of the FLAGS 
array was optimized, resulted In a run· 
ning time of less than five seconds. 

I also ran benchmark 3 on a Xerox/ 
Honeywell Sigma 5 and got a running time 
of about five seconds. This test was In a 
time-sharing environment with no other 
active users . 
E. M. Greene, Ridgecrest, CA 

Pioneers Together 
I often read letters submitted to this 
magazine from users of software who are 
very unhappy about the support they re­
ceive from the various software houses. I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
write a letter of praise for the support I 
have received from Continental Soft· 
ware in Culver City, California. 

Recently I purchased Continental 
Software's Home Money Minder for 
$34.95. I found the software I purchased 
to have some marginal program loads 
and actually found a possible bug or two 
in the logic of the program. Needless to 
say, I was very unhappy! My first In­
stinct was to return the software to the 
store and get my money back. Instead, I 
contacted Continental Software. I was 
immediately rushed a new diskette that 
eliminated the marginal program load 
problems and was put in contact with the 
programmer to resolve the "bugs." 
When one considers that the Home 
Money M inder has been essentially re­
placed by Continental Software's new 
money manager, The Home Accountant, 
the support I received was above and be· 
yond the call of duty. 

We are often quick to criticize. In· 
stead, we should be trying to work out 
problems with the software houses. The 
home computer industry ls a new fron· 
tier and we, the pioneers, must work to· 
gether with the manufacturers (who are 
also pioneers) to produce working prod· 
ucts. 

In the future when we have problems 
with software, I feel we should attempt to 
contact the software house about the 
problem. If we do not receive support 
then let's write letters to this and other 
magazines about that software house. It 
however, we do receive support from the 
manufacturer, let's hear about these 
companies, too. 

For now, thank you, Continental Soft· 
ware, for your support! 
Joe Goebelt, Boulder Creek, CA 

Making Leaming Fun 
I've just come across what I feel to be one 
of the best programs available tor the 
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