


Many people think just because a computer does 40-column format to accommodate larger printouts, 
difficult things, it must be difficult to operate. Not so. and tell you how much room you have left on your disk. 
At least not with PFS 'M and PFS: REPORT. Get more out of what you put in. 

PFS and PFS: REPORT let you concentrate on PFS: REPORT sorts, calculates, totals, formats 
doing your work, not on working your computer. There's and prints presentalion-quality reports with up to 9 col-
no complicated programming or computer language to umns, in alpha or numeric order, with automatic 
learn. Using the PFS Series is so straightforward, you entering and justification. With your information in 
can learn it in as little as 20 minutes, and that's some- this format, you can analyze it quickly to help spot 
thing both experts and beginners can appreciate. trends, plan and make decisions. 
Design your own management system, simply. A whole family of software for Apple® II and III. 

PFS lets you arrange your information in "forms" PFS consistently ranks among the 5 top-selling 
you design yourself. Once you've created your form- business software packages for Apples. Because you 
with spaces for all the necessary data-you simply fill can use it for almost anything-from chemical analyses 
in the blanks. to keeping track of your wine collection, from bal-

If you don't like the original form, PFS lets you ancing your checkbook to computing your payroll. 
change just the form, without having to totally re-enter And there are more programs on the way. 
the information on it. For a free, hands-on demonstration of PFS and 

To use your forms, just call up the information PFS: REPORT, stop by your local computer store. If 
you want in a variety of ways such • they don't have it yet, tell them to 
as "less than:· "more than:' "equal Hardworking call Software Publishing Corpora-
to;· "between" or "not'.' You can ation at (415) 962-8910. Or write 
even find specific charac- so.£ ...... ..,.a-e f4or Apples 19.01 1:-<mdings Dr., Moun-
ters, words, names or num-

1

.1.l,,YY i .&.' tam View, CA 94043. 
hers. And PFS can also h t • 't } t { k You'll be amazed at 
sort labels, change its t a ISO a 0 0 wor . howmuchyoucanbiteott. 

P.fe: Software Series 
®Apple is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, lnc. '"PFS is a trademark of Software Publishing Corporation. 
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woit wos well worthwhile. 
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Go On and Interrupt Your Apple 
With only o smoll modification, 
your Apple con run your favorite 
gome ond print your letter to Sol­
tolk ot the some time. 
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Apples in the Front Lines 
at West Point 

A 
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simulated bottle. 
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Starfire 5. The disk drive that won't play hide-and-seek. 

What do we mean by that? 

You chose the Apple IL and it's a good 
computer choice 

But Apple diskette drives play h1de-and­
seek w ith your valuable data 

And 1f you're not looking for a diskette. 
you're worrying about scratching one 

Besides. they're Just too slow and hold too 
little 

That's why your Apple II needs a REAL 
business partner 

Like Starf1re 5, the 5 Megabyte Winchester 
disk from Corona 

The one that holds 38 diskettes of data, 
available instantly, and can alphabetize 
a mail ing list 5 to 10 times faster 

The one that seals your data off from 
danger and insures 1t with DataGuard 
automatic data protection 

Double-volume data tiles. 

And best of al l. Starf1re 5 lets your fi les be 
twice as long, beating a crucial lim1tat1on 
of Apple's disk operating system, without 
abandoning it 

That's the kind of partner your Apple II 
needs to let 1t fulfill its computer promise 

At $2995. it's quite a deal 

So ask your dealer to show you Starf1re 5 
from Corona 

Or call us for the local dealer who can 

Because Starf1re 5 1s the BUSINESS partner 
for your Apple II 

213-998-0505 
21541 Nordhoff St .. UnitB. Chatsworth. CA 91311 
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Words from a Winner 
Just a note to thank you again for the 
Oracle '81 prize. Everyone here has been 
very excited about the contest, although I 
must say that I'm glad it's over! A few 
days ago we took a picture of me picking 
up the disk drive at AM which you should 
have already received. 

Well, it's been a lot of fun and thank 
you all again, not only for the disk drive 
but for producing my favorite Apple 
magazine-I really appreciate the time 
and effort that must go into making it 
what it is. 
Jim Ganz, West Hartford, CT 

Getting Straight on the Beagle Bros. 
I saw in your January Hobby 10 list that 
you finally listed Jack Cassidy as coau­
thor of DOS Boss. That's correct; we 
wrote that one together. 

However, you also show him on the 
same list as coauthor of Utility City. 
That's wrong! I wrote Utility City by my­
self; he had nothing to do with it! 

Lookit; I work my fingers to the bone 
on this software, and all the while that 
egomaniac is sitting at home watching 
soap operas and writing letters to Sof­
talk. That guy will try to take credit for 
anything! He once told me he wrote Visi­
Calc! 

But don't let him intimidate you. The 
true program ·authors are listed in our 
ads. And you can tell by looking at his 
picture (January, page 65) that he has 
shifty eyes. 
Bert Kersey, San Diego, CA 

On Subscriptions 
I've had an Apple since early 1980, and 
have been getting your magazine since 
issue #1. I want you to know I'll be happy 
to pay for it. My wife and I subscribe to 
about twenty publications-important 
stuff like Barron's, Business Week, Sci­
ence News, National Geographic, and so 
on. I even get a stack of computer maga­
zines. But Softalk is the only one I pounce 
on and devour the day it is delivered. 

I am a journalist by trade and a con­
sultant by profession. I use your maga­
zine as an example when trying to ex­
plain to Editorial Types the importance 
of advertising as editorial material. For 
while I gain a lot from your articles and 
reviews, I am also intensely interested in 
the ads. 

It has been a pleasure watching you 
grow from that first skinny issue seven­
teen months ago. I wish you good luck in 
your conversion to a subscription publi­
cation. I don't think you'll have any trou­
ble at all. 
Tom Weishaar, Overland Park, KS 

For the last few months I have had a 
gripe about your magazine. It's not with 
Softalk itself, but with the cover. Every 
issue I have received from your compa­
ny has had the cover fallen off of it. So 
when January's issue came along, I was 
not really surprised. But by looking 

D 

�S�O�~�I�A�L�~� 9 

0 p 
( u 0 

Penguin Pioneers Unprotected Good Will 
Penguin Software announces a new policy on copy protection: an open letter to 
all Apple owners. 

In conjunction with the release of The Graphics Magician and the updated 
Complete Graphics System II, Penguin Software is announcing a new policy 
with our applications software for the Apple. The Complete Graphics System II, 
Special Effects, and The Graphics Magician will all now be available on non­
protected disks. 

We've been torn between two points of view. As computer users, we appre­
ciate the ability to have several working copies of our applications software, and 
even the ability to go in and modify the code, if desired. We'd use programs such 
as VisiCalc or DB Master for dozens of other applications if we could have them 
running off several separate disks and didn't have to guard our master copies 
with such extreme care. Being programmers also, occasionally we'd like to 
adapt a program slightly to our system or our needs. On locked disks, much of a 
software product's potential usage goes untapped. 

On the other hand, as publishers we've been drawn into the prevailing point 
of view that lack of copy protection means greatly decreased sales due to cas­
ual' 'piracy." This is not just a crazed overreaction; we've all been to user group 
meetings, homes of acquaintances, and even some computer stores where 
we've been aghast at the almost encouraging attitude toward copying copy­
righted software, most of which took authors months, maybe years, to perfect. 

The real scare here is that many of us have decided to take a risk on a very 
new industry and trust our livelihoods to it. Suddenly, individuals out there be­
come statistics, some of which say that for every nonprotected program sold 
there are at least a dozen "pirated" copies. Those kind of numbers could really 
wreak havoc on paying the bills. Scary? Yes. 

From these conflicting points of view, our desire to make a good product bet­
ter won, but not by much, over our fear of tampering with something that is al­
ready going well. Our policies, from pricing to support, have always been very 
consumer-oriented. Ultimately, it is from that viewpoint that we decided to go 
ahead with removing the protection. We feel that you, the consumer, are enti­
tled to software as useful as possible for the money you spend. 

Our hope is that the added convenience will result in more sales, not less, and 
that the software market has matured to the point where people realize that the 
result of illegal copying is less convenience for everyone with all software. We 
hope that people will think twice before accepting copies from friends, and we 
hope to be able to continue this policy and start a new trend toward improved us· 
ability of all applications software. 

Please don't abuse our trust in you. 
Mark Pelczarski, President, Penguin Software 
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through the best Apple II magazine, I 
saw your article about distribution pol­
icy and thought right away that Softalk 
would not be free to me anymore. Now I 
know most of us computerholics of the 
world are disappointed. But I'll put it to 
you straight. I imagine that everyone will 
be happy to comply with paying for Sof­
talk, because it's invaluable to the health 
of us and our Apples no matter what the 
price. (And thanks for the new cover pro­
tection.) Keep up the good work. 

P.S. Now I can get back to playing 
Gorgon. 
Steve Cohen, Thousand Oaks, CA 

The purpose of this letter is to give you 
my views concerning your change in pol­
icy by going to subscription rates. Up un­
til now you have been giving the Apple 
user something for which they invested 
only time and thought to consume. 

For this, I am appreciative and have 
read your magazine thoroughly. With 
that policy, your obligation to the read­
ing public is minimal ... user beware. 
Anything advertised in your magazine 
has been helping to, or has paid for my 
subscription price. Once you begin charg­
ing the reader for the right to read your 
magazine, you have committed yourself 
to an additional obligation. No longer has 
the advertiser in your magazine as sig· 
nificant a part in furnishing the maga­
zine to the reader. 

If I am to pay $2.50 monthly for your 
magazine, I expect you to exercise edi­
torial license to evaluate all advertise­
ments in your journal. I consider you re­
sponsible to back claims made in your 
ads. Consumer's Union charges $1.50 per 
month for their consumer's report, they 
have no advertisements and they objec­
tively evaluate all merchandise dis­
cussed. Are you willing to make that 
step? 

At least 50 percent of the software and 
hardware advertised in your magazine 
is not as good as the advertisement 
promises. I have several items sitting in 
my shelf to prove 'this point, i.e., Easy 
Writer, DB Master, Data Factory, Apple 
Paddles, Broderbund Payroll Program, 
Videx eighty-column card, Charles Mann 
Payroll and Accounts Payable pro­
grams. 

I have several good programs as well 
. . . including VisiFile and VisiCalc. If the 
increase in the amount of advertising in 
your magazine still does not pay your ex­
penses, I would think you need to reeval­
uate your advertising charges. If, on the 
other hand, the reason for this move is a 
matter of supply and demand ... there is 
no question that there is a great demand 
for your magazine . . . then please be 
honest with the public. 
Darrell H. Hunsaker, M.D., FACS, P.S., 
Yakima, WA 

The percentage of ads to editorial in 
Softalk has not increased; the circula­
tion has skyrocketed. To charge the ad-
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vertisers accordingly would put ad prices 
out of reach of all but a handful of manu­
facturers-not nearly enough to support 
even a thirty-two page book such as our 
premiere issue. The alternative would be 
to limit circulation. Will you take the re­
sponsibility of telling half our sub­
scribers and all new Apple owners that 
they can't get Softalk at all because Dar­
rell Hunsaker wants his free? 

To test the products of every adver­
tiser would entail-among many other 
practical problems-a separate staff that 
did nothing else-driving our cost and 
yours skyhigh. Refer to Marketalk Re­
views for our opinions. Incidentally, 
Videx and Charles Mann have never ad­
vertised in Softalk; nor has Apple adver­
tised its paddles. 

As to other reasons, and your impli­
cation that (horrors!) we might be will­
ing to take a profit, we do indeed look for­
ward to such a day. The principals of Sof­
talk have yet to take a full salary. 

A Generous Spirit 
I think Softalk is the best computer 
magazine currently being published, 
and, although I'm sorry to see you end 
your free distribution policy, I will be 
glad to pay for it. You have had a phe· 
nomenal degree of success, going from a 
slim little magazine mostly in black-and· 
white to an enormous one full of color pie· 
tures, all in just a little over a year. 

I have a few comments to make 

9 

about letters in your letter column. As for 
Paul Wilson's contention that it is stupid 
to publish your programs in a magazine 
rather than market them, I disagree. It 
takes a lot of time, effort, and money to 
market a program. If you want to do all 
that, you have to feel a program is really 
marketable. All-text adventures, such as 
the ones described in the letter, probably 
do not have that much of a market now, 
due to competition from the many so­
phisticated hi-res ones. To succeed, an 
all-text game needs to have a really novel 
twist. However, simple text adventures 
can still be very entertaining, both to 
play and to program. As a matter of fact, 
I have recently written two of them my­
self. Since, as I said, they probably are 
not very marketable, I submitted them to 
Softdisk Magazette, which is "throwing 
them away" according to Mr. Wilson. I 
don't feel that, as writing the programs 
was a good exercise of my programming 
skill, and I hope they provide entertain­
ment to the subscribers. As a subscriber, 
I hope other readers take the same pride 
in creating quality programs to submit; 
this makes the publication (in this case a 
magazine on diskette, but the same is 
true of print magazines including soft­
ware) better for everyone. 

Adding my input to the ongoing ob· 
scenity controversy, if, as you state, 
more people have supported you for pub· 
lishing the so-called "obscene" ads than 
have denounced you, why have you only 

Fast interactive debugging 
of APPLESOFT™ programs 

SOFT-STEP™ - a new easy-to-use debugger for the expert and beginner 
alike. Some of its outstanding features: 

STEP-single-step thru your BASIC programs 
BREAK-set breakpoint at any line 
UST-list next line to be executed 
TRACE-trace all or only chosen lines 
EXAMINE-see the values of variables or memory 
DEFINE-change values of variables or memory 

Requires 32K APPLE (only 2. 7 kbytes long}. No modification to your source pro­
gram needed. Fast Assembly language. $39.95. See your dealer today 

ACCU-SHAPES™ - the ultimate shape­
building program. Shapes are constructed on the lo-res 
screen with simple keyboard commands to unparalleled 
accuracy. Save tables to disk. Add, delete, insert, edit, 
move, etc., at will. Construct on lo-res, view on hi-res. 
Fast 8K Assembly language. 48K APPLE required. 
$39.95. See your dealer today. 

APPLESOFf and APPLE are trademarks of Apple Computer 

LOOP-HOLE™ - a fast, 
fun, hi-res action game for two . 
You win by trapping your oppo­
nent in your trail-if his bul­
lets don't get you. Play with 
game paddles or keyboard com­
mands. $29.95 

ACCENT 
Software 

3750 Wright Place 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 
(415) 856-6505 
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