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INTRODUCING
MICROBUFFER.

NOW YOU CAN USE YOUR PRINTER
WITHOUT WASTING COMPUTER TIME.

As you know, your computer
drives your printer. And when it's
performing this function, you
can't use it for anything else.

A program that takes fifteen
minutes to print makes you wait
fifteen minutes before you can
compute again. And if it takes
two hours to print, you wait two
hours.

A waste of valuable time.

THE NEW MICROBUFFER™
INCREASES YOUR EFFICIENCY.

Microbuffer allows you to print
and process simultaneously. No
waiting!

MICROBUFFER
ACCEPTS PRINTING DATA
AS FAST AS YOUR
COMPUTER CAN SEND IT.

Microbuffer first stores the data
in its own memory buffer and
then takes control of your printer.
This frees the computer for more
productive functions.

Additional output may be
dumped to the buffer at any time
and it will be printed in turn.

MICROBUFFER WILL
SPEED UP ANY PROGRAM
THAT REQUIRES PRINTING.

The full line of Microbuffers is
designed to accommodate
virtually any computer/printer
combination.

Microbuffers are available in
Centronics-compatible parallel or
RS-232C serial versions.

FOR APPLE II| COMPUTERS,
Microbuffer 1l features on-board
firmware for text formatting and
advanced graphics dump
routines. Both serial and parallel
versions have very low power
consumption. Special functions
include Basic listing formatter,
self-test, buffer zap, and
transparent and maintain modes.
The 16K model is priced at $259
and the 32K, at $299.

FOR EPSON PRINTERS, Microbuffer
starts at $159 in either an 8K
serial or a 16K parallel version.
The serial buffer supports both
hardware handshaking and XON-
XOFF/ETX-ACK software hand-
shaking at baud rates up to
19,200. Both Epson interfaces are
compatible with all Epson com-
mands including GRAFTRAX-80.
Both are user-expandable to 32K.

ALL OTHER COMPUTER/PRINTER
COMBINATIONS are served by the
in-line, stand-alone Microbuffers.

Both serial and parallel versions
are expandable up to 256K. The
serial stand-alone will support
different input and output baud
rates and handshake protocol.
The 32K model starts at $299,
64K for $349. 64K add-ons for up
to a total of 256K are just
$179.00.

SIMPLE TO INSTALL.

Microbuffer I, being slot-
independent, will fit into any slot
directly inside the Apple except
zero.

Microbuffer for your Epson
mounts easily in the existing
auxiliary slot directly inside the
Epson printer.

The stand-alone Microbuffer is
installed in-line between virtually
any computer and any printer.

MICROBUFFER FROM
PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS.

When you think of how much
time Microbuffer will save,
can you afford to not have one?

PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS, INC.
31245 LA BAYA DRIVE
WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA 91362
(213) 991-8200
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“FASTATLK

Fastalk is your quick guide to popular, spe-
cialized, or classic software. Programs ap-
pearing in Fastalk must meet one or more of
the following criteria: (1) equal or surpass in
sales the least-selling program to appear on
any of the current bestseller lists; (2) relate to
a specialized subject area and be in general
distribution (more specialized packages and
areas will be included as Fastalk matures);
(3) be new and of professional quality (such
programs will be carried for one month only—
after that, they must meet other criteria for
inclusion); (4) stand out as extraordinary.

Designation as a classic is noted by a bul-
let preceding a program's title.

Where opinion is expressed. Softalk has
seen the software in question; the date of Sof-
talk's review, if any, is given at the end of the
item.

Softalk may arbitrarily omit any package
from Fastalk, whether or not it meets the fore-
going criteria.

® Adventure. Crowther/Woods. The original
text adventure, created on mainframe, con-
tributed to by many over a long time. Very
logical within fantasy framework, excellent
puzzles, maps; complex, convoluted, and
great. Solving problems takes precedence
over life/death peril. Several publishers: Mi-
crosoft, 10700 Northup Way, Bellevue, WA
98004. $28.95. Apple Computer, 10260 Band-
ley Dr., Cupertino, CA 95014. $35. Frontier
Computing, Box 402, 666 N. Main, Logan, UT
84321. $10.

Cyborg. Berlyn. Text adventure with brief ac-
tion skill game hidden in plot. As a futuristic
cyborg—half human, half computer—you're
lost in a strange forest, desperately needing
food and power; find them while seeking
clues to your location and purpose—not un-
like real life. None of the happenings are ran-
dom; the game contains the pleasures of a
good book. In its realism and use of true plot,
it represents one of the most significant ad-
vances in adventuring since the original Ad-
venture began the genre. Sentient, Box 4929,
Aspen, CO 81612. $32.95. 11/81.

Deadline. Blank/Lebling. Episode one in a
projected series of murder mysteries by the
authors of Zork. Interrogate, accuse, make
transcripts. Includes inspector’'s casebook,
lab report. Infocom, 55 Wheeler 8t., Cam-
bridge, MA 02138. $49.95.

Escape from Rungistan. A vacation with a
vengeance. Get out of jail, battle snakes,
bears, and cannibals; acquire skills to get
your money refunded. Sirius, 10364 Rocking-
ham Dr., Sacramento, CA 95827. $29.95.

o Hi-Res Adventure #1: Mystery House. Wil-
liams. Whodunit in a Victorian mansion.
First adventure with pictures. More than 300-
word vocabulary. On-Line, 36575 Mudge
Ranch Rd., Coarsegold, CA 93614. $24.95.

Hi-Res Adventure #2: The Wizard and the
Princess. Williams/Willlams. Attempt to
rescue princess from vengeful wizard fea-
tures 250 illustrations in full color. On-Line,
36575 Mudge Ranch Rd., Coarsegold, CA
93614. $32.95. 11/80.

Hi-Res Adventure #3: Cranston Manor. De-
Witz/Williams. More full-color adventuring
involving the redistribution of wealth. Long
on great riddles, short on plot. On-Line, 36575
Mudge Ranch Rd., Coarsegold, CA 93614.
$34.95. 9/81.

Hi-Res Adventure #4: Ulysses and the Golden
Fleece. Davis/Williams. Re-creation of the
Greek legend, featuring graphics advances
and ability to communicate with the charac-
ters. On-Line, 36575 Mudge Ranch Rd.,
Coarsegold, CA 93614, $34.95. 12/81.

Kabul Spy. Wilson. Cold war espionage ad-
venture in which you must slip into Afghan-
istan to rescue a physicist before the com-
mies make him talk. Sirjus, 10364 Rocking-
ham Dr., Sacramento, CA 95827. $34.95.

® The Prisoner. Mullich. Superb TV series
captured in computer game. Escape from an
island requires player to solve logical puz-
zles, overcome ohstacles, and answer rid-
dles. Excellent computer fare; nothing else
like it. Edu-Ware, Box 22222, Agoura, CA
91301. $29.95. 3/81

Swordthrust. Brown. Series of adventures,
seven so far, that integrate fantasy role-play-
ing. Create one character, make new friends
in each adventure, battle monsters and
achieve goals together. Good stories, fun to
map, vocabulary no mystery but puzzles
are. Single character goes through all. CE
Software, 801 73rd St., Des Moines, IA 50312.
Number 1 prerequisite for rest. Each ad-
venture, $29.95.

Time Zone. Williams/Williams. ‘‘Microepic"
hi-res adventure featuring ten periods from
past and future history all over world and
universe on eight double-sided disks. Good
puzzles, many dangers. On-Line, 36575
Mudge Ranch Rd., Coarsegold, CA 93614.
$99.95. 1/82.

Zork. Lebling/Blank. Part one of mainframe
adventure; understands complete com-
pound sentences and questions. Simultane-
ous manipulation of objects. Text. Infocom,
55 Wheeler St., Cambridge, MA 02138. $39.95.
6/81.

Zork II. Lebling/Blank. Zork comes into its
own in sequence. Great text adventure tech-
nique and communication. Infocom, 55
Wheeler St., Cambridge, MA 02138. $39.95.
3/82.

Business

Accounting Plus II. Software Dimensions. In-
tegrated package: general ledger, accounts
receivable and payable, and inventory/pur-
chasing modules. Basic and machine
language. Menu driven; prompting. Sys-
tems Plus, 3975 E. Bayshore Dr., Palo Alto,
CA 94303. $995.

Apple Plot. Converts numerical data into
graphs; stores on hi-res page or prints out.
VisiCalc interface. Apple Computer, 10260
Bandley Dr., Cupertino, CA 95014. $70.

Asset Manager, Calculates depreciation using
current balance; chooses depreciation rep-
resenting greatest savings. Handles up to 999
assets. Micro Lab, 2310 Skokie Valley Rd.,
Highland Park, IL 60035. $200.

BPI Accounts Recelvable. Ferguson. Operates

as open item or balance forward system for
statement preparation, aging reports, and
extensive credit analysis. Apple Computer,
10260 Bandley Dr., Cupertino, CA 95014. $395.

BPI General Ledger. Accounting system for
small businesses automates posting of
ledgers, financial statements preparation,
and closing of books. Includes integrated ac-
counts receivable and payable and all sub-
sidiary ledgers for payroll accounting. Cus-
tomized set of books can be constructed from
available journals and ledgers. Apple Com-
puter, 10260 Bandiey Dr., Cupertino, CA
95014. $395.

Creative Financing. Evaluates loans and in-
vestments, provides R-O-I projections, pay-
ment tables, and objective decisions. How-
ard Software, 8008 Girard Ave., Ste. 310, La
Jolla, CA 92037. $195.

Datadex. General purpose database manager
able to perform specific applications. File
generation and report utilities allow defini-
tion of file structure and appearance of re-
ports. Information Unlimited Software, 281
Arlington Ave., Berkeley, CA 94707. $150.
9/81.

The Data Factory. Passauer. Database man-
agement system allows listing files, getting
file statistics, selecting another file, trans-
ferring records to new database, and adding
fields to update forms. Disk swapping re-
quired; excellent product overall. Several
compatible products available. Micro Lab,
3218 Skokie Valley Rd., Highland Park, IL
60035. $150. 8/81.

Data Reporter. Allows plotting of data in vari-
ous charts and graphs; stores data segment-
ed by up to thirty-five fields. Machine lan-
guage search and sort. Synergistic, 830 N.
Riverside Dr., Ste. 201, Renton, WA 98055.
$220.

DB Master. Comprehensive database man-
agement system with password protection,
extensive report creation options. Up to 1,020
characters per record. Stoneware, 50 Belve-
dere St., San Rafael, CA 94901. $229. 10/81.

dBase II. Speedy relational database man-
agement system. Requires SoftCard. Ash-
ton-Tate, 9929 Jefferson Blvd., Culver City,
CA 90230. $700.

Desktop Planner. Models and analyzes bud-
gets, profits and losses, sales forecasts, cash
flow; ‘“‘what if?"’ calculations. VisiCorp, 2895
Zanker Rd., San Jose, CA 95134. $250.

General Ledger. Automatic double entry,
complete audit trails. Menu driven. Conti-
nental Software, 11223 S. Hindry Ave., Los
Angeles, CA 90045. $175.

General Manager., Database program that al-
lows economic projections, search and se-
lect options, and screen formatting for data
entry. On-Line, 36575 Mudge Ranch Rd.,
Coarsegold, CA 93614. $99.95.

Information Master. Database management
program that can keep records sorted in five
separate orders simultaneously. High Tech-
nology, Box 8-14665, Oklahoma City, OK
73113. $150.

MicroFinesse. Pascal-based spreadsheet from
England. Handles models of up to 5,000 cells,
makes automatic ‘‘what if?’’ calculations.
Easy to use. Osborne/McGraw Hill, 630 Ban-
croft Way, Berkeley, CA 94710. $495. 7/82.





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































