





Exec Infocom: Adventures in
Excellence
If Infocom's games bring out
the best in us, they’ve got the
answer that acknowledges it—
and so do Infocom’s people.
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Throws a Party
Two hundred thousand braved
hundred-degree temperatures
and lots of dust to enjoy the
Woodstock of the eighties.
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Fastalk is your quick guide to popular, special-
ized, or classic software. Programs appearing in Fas-
talk must meet one or more of the following criteria:
(1) equal or surpass in sales the least-selling program
to appear on any of the current bestseller lists; (2) re-
late to a specialized subject area and be in general dis-
tribution (more specialized packages and areas will be
included as Fastalk matures); (3) be new and of pro-
fessional quality (such programs will be carried for
one month only—after that, they must meet other cri-
teria for inclusion); (4) stand out as extraordinary.

Designation as a classic is noted by a bullet pre-
ceding a program’s title.

Where opinion is expressed, Softalk has seen the
software in question; the date of Softalk’s review, if
any, is given at the end of the item.

Softalk may arbitrarily omit any package from
Fastalk, whether or not it meets the foregoing criteria.

® Adventure. Crowther, Woods. The original text ad-
venture, created on mainframe, contributed to by
many over a long time. Very logical within fantasy
framework, excellent puzzles, maps; complex, con-
voluted, and great. Several publishers: Microsoft,
10700 Northup Wy., Bellevue, WA 98004. $28.95.
Apple, 10260 Bandley Dr., Cupertino, CA 95014.
$35. Frontier Computing, Box 402, 666 N. Main,
Logan, UT 84321. $10.

Cyborg. Berlyn. Text adventure with brief action skill
game hidden in plot. As a futuristic cyborg, you’re
lost in a strange forest, desperately needing food and
power. In its realism and use of true plot, it repre-
sents one of the most significant advances in adven-
turing since the original Adventure. Sentient, Box
4929, Aspen, CO 81612, $32.95. 11/81.

Deadline. Blank, Lebling. Episode one in a projected
series of murder mysteries by the authors of Zork.
Interrogate, accuse, make transcripts. Includes in-
spector’s casebook, lab report. Infocom, 55 Wheel-
er St., Cambridge, MA 02138. $49.95.

Escape from Rungistan. Blauschild. A vacation with
a vengeance. Get out of jail, battle snakes, bears,
and cannibals; acquire skills to get your money re-
funded. Sirius, 10364 Rockingham Dr., Sacramen-
to, CA 95827. $29.95. 8/82.

©® Hi-Res Adventure #1: Mystery House. Williams.
Whodunit in a Victorian mansion. First adventure
with pictures. Vocabulary of more than 300 words.
Sierra On-Line, 36575 Mudge Ranch Rd., Coarse-
gold, CA 93614, $24.95.

Hi-Res Adventure #2: The Wizard and the Princess.
Williams, Williams. Attempt to rescue princess
from vengetul wizard. Features 250 illustrations in
full color. Sierra On-Line, 36575 Mudge Ranch
Rd., Coarsegold, CA 93614, $32.95. 11/80.

Hi-Res Adventure #3: Cranston Manor. DeWitz,
Williams. More full-color adventuring involving the
redistribution of wealth. Long on great riddles,
short on plot. Sierra On-Line, 36575 Mudge Ranch
Rd., Coarsegold, CA 93614, $34.95. 9/81.

Hi-Res Adventure #4: Ulysses and the Golden
Fleece. Davis, Williams, Re-creation of the Greek
legend. featuring graphics advances and ability to
communicate with the characters. Sierra On-Line,
36575 Mudge Ranch Rd., Coarsegold, CA 93614,
$34.95. 12/481.

Kabul Spy. Wilson. Cold War espionage adventure in
which you must slip into Afghanistan to rescue a
physicist before the commies make him talk. Sirius,

10364 Rockingham Dr., Sacramento, CA 95827,
$34.95.

Mask of the Sun. A unique animated graphic quest
with unusual full parsing. See everywhere you can
g0 as you travel, watch things transform. A profes-
sional-looking graphics breakthrough with nice puz-
zles. Ultrasoft, 24001 S.E. 103rd St., Issaquah, WA
98027. $39.95.

® The Prisener. Mullich. Superb TV series captured
in computer game. Escape from an island requires
player to solve logical puzzles, overcome obstacles,
and answer riddles. Excellent computer fare; noth-
ing else like it. Edu-Ware, Box 22222, Agoura,CA
91301. $29.95. 3/81.

Prisoner II. Mullich. Totally relandscaped version of
original game: hi-res graphics added, puzzles re-
worked, obstacles expanded. Sophisticated and dif-
ficult exercise in intimidation with elements of sat-
ire. Edu-Ware, Box 22222, Agoura, CA 91301.
$32.95.

Queen of Phobos. Hi-res treasure hunt. Qutwit four
opponents on derelict ship in space. Looters after
your cookies, too. Phoenix, 64 Lake Zurich Dr.,
Lake Zurich, 1L 60047, $34.95.

® S.A.G.A. Series. Adams. Scott Adams’s proto-
typical adventures—twelve in all—spruced up with
100-color graphics and Votrax vocals. Fun, not al-
ways logical, very story-oriented series. First to
make chance a significant element of play (you can
get killed a lot). Each adventure has its own theme,
you do a lot of exotic traveling. They map small but
score big on imagination. Adventure Intl., Box
3435, Longwood, FL 32750. $29.95 each.

Starcross. Science fiction prose adventure that comes
wrapped in a flying saucer. In the year 2186, your
mission to harness a black hole takes some unex-
pected turns. Likeable, engaging. Infocom, 55
Wheeler St., Cambridge, MA 02138. $49.95.

Swordthrust Series. Set of adventures, seven so far,
that integrate fantasy role playing. Create one char-
acter, make new friends in each adventure, battle
monsters and achieve goals together. Good stories,
fun to map. Vocabulary no mystery but puzzles are.
Single character goes through all. CE Software, 801
73rd St., Des Moines, 1A 50312, Number 1 prereq-
uisite for rest. Each adventure, $29.95. 8/52.

Time Zone. Williams, Williams. “Microepic” hi-res
adventure featuring ten periods from past and fu-
ture history all over world and universe on eight
double-sided disks. Good puzzles, many dangers.
Sierra On-Line, 36575 Mudge Ranch Rd., Coarse-
gold, CA 93614, $99.95. 1/82.

Zork. Lebling, Blank. Part one of mainframe adven-
ture; understands complete compound sentences
and questions. Simultaneous manipulation of ob-
jects. Text. Infocom, 55 Wheeler St., Cambridge,
MA 02138. $39.95. 6/81.

Zork I1. Lebling, Blank. Zork comes into its own in
sequence. Great text adventure technique and com-
munication. Infocom, 55 Wheeler St., Cambridge,
MA 02138. $39.95. 3/82.

Zork III. Lebling, Blank. Text lives! A masterpiece of
logic and a grand adventure to revel in. Hard, logi-
cal puzzle with unique point system. Infocom, 55
Wheeler St., Cambridge, MA 02138. $39.95. 8/52.

Business i

Accounting Plus 11, Software Dimensions. Inte-
grated package general ledger, accounts receivable
and payable, and inventory-purchasing modules.

Basic and machine language. Menu-driven; prompt-
ing. Systems Plus, 1120 San Antonio, Palo Alto, CA
94303. $1,250.

Accounts Payable. Comprehensive, easy to use; han-
dles one year’s worth of accounts, Organize, add
and subtract vendors, prepare checks, and break
down payments. Masterworks, 25834 Narbonne
Ave., Lomita, CA 90717. $275.

Apple Plot. Converts numerical data into graphs;
stores on hi-res page or prints out. VisiCalc inter-
face. Apple, 10260 Bandley Dr., Cupertino, CA
95014. $70.

Asset Manager. Calculates depreciation using cur-
rent balance; chooses depreciation representing
greatest savings. Handles up to 999 assets. Micro
Lab, 2310 Skokie Valley Rd., Highland Park, IL
60035. $200.

BPI Accounts Receivable. Ferguson. Operates as
open item or balance forward system for statement
preparation, aging reports, and extensive credit
analysis. Apple, 10260 Bandley Dr., Cupertino, CA
95014. $395.

BPI General Ledger. Accounting system for small
businesses automates posting of ledgers, finacial
statements preparation, and closing of books. In-
cludes integrated accounts receivable and payable
and all subsidiary ledgers for payroll accounting,
Customized set of books can be constructed from
available journals and ledgers. Apple, 10260 Band-
ley Dr., Cupertino, CA 95014. $395.

Business Plus. Interactive package for service-type
companies. With full-reporting general ledger (takes
up to 250 items), accounts receivable, and accounts
payable. Does two-year bar graphs. Advanced Op-
erating Systems, 450 St. John Rd., Ste. 792, Michi-
gan City, IN 46360. $399.

Client Management System. Kalmick. Comprehen-
sive law office manager. Features billing, docket
scheduling, client data, critical date calendar, man-

agement reports. Hard disk compatible. Compu-
Law, 5500 Lindley Ave., Ste. 223, Encino, CA
91316. $2,500.

Computer Programmed Accountant. Five-module
package: general ledger (very popular), accounts re-
ceivable, accounts payable, payroll, and property
management. All other modules post automatically
to general ledger. Continental, 11223 S. Hindry
Ave,, Los Angeles, CA 90045. $1,495. Separate
modules. $250 each, except property management:
$49s.

Creative Financing. Evaluates loans and invest-
ments, provides R-O-I projections, payment tables,
and objective decisions. Howard Software, 8008 Gi-
rard Ave., Ste. 310, La Jolla, CA 92037. $195.

Datadex. General-purpose database manager able to
perform specific applications. File generation and
report utilities allow definition of file structure and
appearance of reports. Information Unlimited, 281
Arlington Ave., Berkeley, CA 94707. $150. 9/81.

The Data Factory. Passauer. Database management
system allows listing files, getting file statistics, se-
lecting another file, transferring records to new
database, and adding fields to update forms. Disk
swapping required; excellent product overall. Sev-
eral compatible products available. Micro Lab,
2310 Skokie Valley Rd., Highland Park, 1L 60035.
$150. 8/81.

Data Perfect. Assembly language database com-
panion to Letter Perfect,; compatible with lower case
in 40-column, most 80-column boards. Lay out, re-
vise own screen, record design. Excellent built-in
editor; ability to be edited by word processor.
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