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Conftsf: Poultry Panic! 


No, the cover of this issue has absolutely 
nothing to do with Softalk employees. Well, 
okay, maybe a little. You see, we were plan­
ning to have the First Annual Softalk Thanks­
giving Banquet right before the Applefest in San 
Francisco at the end of this month. The guest 
list included everyone who works at Softalk, 
our columnists, and a few derelicts who hang 
out at the hamburger joint across the street. 

If you know us like we know us, you know 
that we just love to eat. So, we went out to the 
local North Hollywood turkey farm and traded 
them some magazines and BasiCalc disks for a 
whole bunch of turkeys-enough for everyone 
to have at least two. An even trade, wouldn't 
you say? Then, Sofia/k's construction depart­
ment got right to work and built a turkey pen to 
hold the little gobblers until we were ready 
to eat. 

For your viewing pleasure, here they are, all 
one hundred and .. .. Hey, wait a minute. Some 
of them have escaped! Most of them have es­
caped! Word has it that our trustworthy, yet 
hungry, writers saw some of them strutting 
around and began to hoard them, stashing most 
of them away in their columns. Boy, as if an in­
vitation to this epicurean extravaganza wasn't 
enough! 

If we can't recover the birds, we're all going 
to go hungry. 

So, we're calling on you to give us some as­
sistance. Help us round up the turkeys that got 
away, and you'll be handsomely rewarded. All 
you have to do is peruse the magazine and cap­
ture any stray turkeys you see aimlessly tiptoe­
ing through the typefaces. Once you think 
you've caught them all, count them up and sub­
mit your tally to us. 

Whoever catches all the turkeys will be eli­
gible to win $100 in goods made by Softalk ad­
vertisers. 

Here are the rules: 
1. Any photographs of turkeys don't count. 

We're just looking for escaped hi-res roasters 
like the ones on this page. 

2. Then, to make sure you have the right to­
tal, add the number of turkeys you captured to 
the number of turkeys on this page. We're look­
ing for the total number of turkeys before the 
massive breakout. 

3. In the case of more than one correct en­
try, the names of those who tie will go into the 
Random Sandwich Generator. Whoever is able 
to make the most turkey sandwiches from left­
overs will be the winner. The RSG will oversee 
this part of the contest in all its awful majesty, 
cruel and magnificent. 

That's all there is to it. So, get going and 
have a ball! 

Address:------------­

City, State, Zip:---------­

Phone: _______________ 

My dealer: 

I counted this many turkeys:-----­

If I counted correctly, or if I make the most 

sandwiches, I want:----------­

with all the trimmings. 
Send this entry form or a facsimile to Softalk 
Gobblers, Box 60, North Hollywood, CA 
91603, by December 15, 1982 (the return ad­
dress was going to be Softalk Turkeys, but then 
anyone here might have opened it up). :m 



CONTINENTAL'S 

HOME ACCOUNTANT IS NUMBERONE­


AND CLIMBING. 

For the past several months, Softalk magazine has 
rated Continental Software's Home Accountant™ 
No. 1 in its "Home 10" best-seller list. 

A lot of programs would have "peaked" by 
now. But with over 10,000 copies in use, Home 
Accountant just keeps getting stronger. 

There's a reason for this spectacular suc­
cess-and it's not just the low suggested price 
of $74.95. 

The fact is, Home Accountant is one of those 
rare programs that virtually everybody can profit 
from using. It's powerful enough to handle even 
the most complicated family budget-yet it's so 

easy to use that one quick trip through the manual 
may be all you'll ever need. 

With Home Accountant you can track up to 
100 budget categories, 5 different checking ac­
counts, and all the credit cards you can carry. Just 
press a few keys and watch the program print your 
checks, net worth and other financial statements. 
And when you see the full-color graphs of actual vs. 
budgeted expenses, trend line analyses, etc., you'll 
know you bought the best. 

See your Apple dealer soon for a demonstra­
tion. And start watching your fortunes climb with 
Home Accountant* 

Continental 
Software 

FOr your nea rest dealer, comact us at: Contin ental Software , 11223 S. Hindry, LA, CA 90045 213-417-8031. App le is a registe red 1rademark of App le Comp ute rs In c. •Requ ires 48k and l d isk d rive. Printe r op1 ional. 



4 NOVEMBER 1982 

were given for each first place vote, four points 
for second, three points for third, and so on. Confesf Winners l l-=n Simple, right? Wrong. Even with such a point 
scheme, we still had tied scores. And we all 

An Ounce of English Gold. Eureka! That's 
what the old-timers yelled when they discov­
ered gold in California more than one hundred 
thirty years ago. It's also what Jack English of 
Piscataway, New Jersey, will be thinking all the 
way to his computer store to pick up his prize 
for having won Part 4 of the Oracle '82 contest, 
predicting the closing price of gold on the New 
York market on September 7, the day after La­
bor Day. 

And this was no small task; remember that 
all contestants were making their predictions 
more than eight months before the day. Predic­
tions ranged from $159.46 to $1,372.63. Inves­
tors from Beverly Hills were clawing at Sof­
talk's door to get the names of those whose pre­
dictions came close. However, swinging joy-

dentally, both Tobias and Lewis were a dollar 
under the closing price, while winner English 
was a dollar above. Perhaps the Random Num­
ber Generator knows ... nawww. 

Close, but No Cigar. Near-misses were 
Dale Culler (Ames, IA) with $483, Chris Grant 
(La Mesa, CA), who bought at $485. Rick 
Jones (Spokane, WA), who sold at $486, and 
Gary Geniesse (Osprey, FL), who tied with 
Kevin Park (Bloomington, MN) with predic­
tions of $475. As usual, runners-up win a set of 
personalized Softalk lnvisiTabs; Tobias and 
Lewis win a gold-plated set. 

In the race for the grand prize of a new disk 
drive, field positions are always shifting. Charles 
Lewis (told you so) is still holding a command­
ing lead over everyone with an amazing score of 

That's Carl "Aoole Trivia" Webb receiving his Disk II drive from Marty Potashnick of Computerland 
of Carlsbad. California. Carl later bought an Apple II Plus to go with his new drive. 

sticks and hurling disk drives at them seemed to 
keep them at bay. 

English's prediction of $482 was just a slim 
dollar above the actual closing price of $481. 
Only two others came that close, so English 
dragged them into the Random Number Gen­
erator with him. What happened inside would 
have made The Texas Chainsaw Massacre look 
like Mister Roger's Neighborhood and is un­
printable here. Anyway, English emerged un­
scathed and was last seen clearing way for some 
TG paddles and a Select-a-Port from TG 
paddles and a Select-a-Port from TG Products. 

The dust finally cleared, and one of the vic­
tims of the wrath of English (and the RNG) 
turned out to be Charles S. Lewis of Rich­
mond, Virginia. So/talk contest fans will recog­
nize Lewis immediately-he's the winner of 
June's Apples in History contest and the hus­
band of Oracle '82 Part 1 winner Elizabeth 
Lewis (don't go away; C. Lewis will appear 
again in a few paragraphs). 

The other RNG casualty was Daniel To­
bias from Poughkeepsie, New York. Coinci­

- 7.6 points. Hot on his tail are Tobias at -14.4 
points, English with -20.7 points, and Jones, 
hanging on with -21.9 points. 

Part 4 of the Oracle really spread the field 
out; the last place entry currently has -909.73 
points. People who were neck and neck after 
Part 2 are now scattered throughout. But this is 
the Softalk Oracle contest, and anything can 
happen. 

Picking Kumquats. This is absolutely the 
last time we ever run one of these creativity con­
tests-at least until next year. These things are 
so hard to judge, and the contest staff can nev­
er agree on a winner. Here's how it worked this 
time: 

The contest meister read all entries and se­
lected the best twenty or so, based on originali­
ty. cleverness, entertainment value, and general 
niceness (neatness should have been a criterion, 
but if it were, lots of entries would have been 
disqualified. When we said double-spaced, we 
meant it). 

Next, the entire staff selected their favorite 
five finalists in order of preference. Six points 

know how contest ties are broken around 
here-the all-powerful Random Number Gen­
erator. When we approached the RNG, it told 
us it would have none of that. RNG said that 
breaking ties in creativity contests was not in its 
job description, and that it wanted a bonus and 
two months' extra vacation time for deciding 
the winner in this one. 

Upon hearing this, the contest meister set 
the RN G on fire and began gouging it with 
pointed sticks. One hour and two citations from 
the North Hollywood Fire Department later, 
the contest staff gathered in the So/talk Kum­
quatorium where each member presented rea­
sons why his favorite entry should win. Every­
one was limited to ten minutes at the podium. 
At the end, whoever had the fewest tomatoes 
and overripe fruits thrown at him won. 

Winner. Congratulations are in order to 
Bernie Mulaskey of Fairfax, California, be­
cause when the contest staffer who presented 
Mulaskey's case emerged from the Kumqua­
torium, he had only six tomatoes, three plums, 
and an eggplant on his coveralls. 

This was the first Softalk contest ever en­
tered by Mulaskey, a former inventor for Chev­
ron Research. "I usually don't have time for 
these things, but when I saw the word 'creative,' 
I just couldn't resist." 

Mulaskey has more than forty patents un­
der his belt, mostly in the area of chemical 
catalysis for the oil industry. He uses his Apple 
at home and another one at work, both with 
CP/M systems. However, Mulaskey won't be 
choosing any CP /M software as his prize from 
Computerland of Marin, his local store. "I'm 
going to leave choosing the prizes to my daugh­
ter," he explains. "She rarely gets a chance to 
play with the Apple, so I'll let her choose her fa­
vorite games." 

Here's Mulaskey's blue ribbon entry. For a 
unique approach, he took a typical inventor's 
angle-get the final product and work 
backward. 

Woz and Jobs really needed a name 
for their new company. Woz, in his usual 
left-brained manner, wrote down the first 
bigger name than IBM he could think of. 
"ABCDE will be our new name," he said. 

"That's not a name," replied Jobs. 
"At least put 'IBM' in the middle. Our 
new name is AIBME." 

Finally, using his right brain, Woz 
said, "That's too obvious. Let's change 
IBM to HAL like they did in the movie, 
2001. Our new name is AHALE. It al­
most sounds Hawaiian." 

They both liked this name, and the 
new company was born as AHALE 
Computer. In those days it was neces­
sary to use the ASCII character code to 
enter their new name into the primitive 
AHALE computer. So, they input 65-72­
65-76-69 in ASCII to spell their new 



Somewhere on each floor of the Soviet diplomatic mission in 
Pyongyang are the nine parts of an encoded message. Your 
future is assured if you can just find those pieces and put 
them together, and then solve the puzzle. But to do so you 
must avoid the embassy guards who make frequent rounds at 
unscheduled intervals. They don't ask questions first, either. 

by Eagle Berns and Michael Kosaka 

You got a late start looking for that summer job, and all you 
could find was a baker apprentice position at the Automated 
Bakery Company. Simple enough, since the pies are made 
by machine ... all you have to do is add topping and put 
the pies away when they come out on the conveyor belt. 
Shouldn't be too difficult of a summer, you think to 
yourself ... 

A High Resolution Graphic Adventure 

Crafted by Antonio Antiochia 

Transport yourself to the dark forests of Transylvania, where 
mystery lurks behind every towering tree, and venture to 
rescue a damsel in distress. Transylvania uses over one 
hundred colors and the finest graphics ever seen in a high 
resolution adventure to present a true challenge and hours of 
enjoyment to all adventurers. 

Above games now available for the Apple computer. An;ade games work with keyboard, joystick, or Atari joystick. Graphics for all above created with the aid of The Graphics Mag1c1an 

r>enaJin software the g<aphics people 

830 4th Avenue Geneva, Illinois 60134 (312) 232-1984 

Apple is a trademark of Apple Computer , Inc. Atari is a trademark of Warner Communications, Inc 





MICROBUFFER WILL �
SPEED UP ANY PROGRAM �
THAT REQUIRES PRINTING. �

MICROBUFFER ALLOWS YOU �
TO PRINT AND PROCESS �

SIMULTANEOUSLY. �
Now you don't have to wait for 
the printer to finish before you 
can use your computer again. 

YOU CAN DUMP �
PRINTING DATA DIRECTLY �

TO MICROBUFFER. �
Unlike your printer, Microbuffer 
accepts data as fast as your 
computer can send it. So there 's 
never a bottleneck. 

Microbuffer first stores the 
data in its own memory buffer 
and then takes control of your 
printer. This frees the computer 
for more productive functions. 

Additional output may be 
dumped to the buffer at any 
time and it will be printed in 
turn. 

THERE IS AMICROBUFFER �
FOR ANY PRINTER/COMPUTER�

COMBINATION. �
Microbuffers are available in 
Centronics·compatible parallel 
or RS-232C serial versions. 

FOR APPLE II COMPUTERS, 
Microbuffer II features on-board 

firmware for text formatting and 
advanced graphics dump 
routines. Both serial and parallel 
versions have very low power 
consumption . Special functions 
include Basic listing formatter, 
self-test , buffer zap, and 
transparent and maintain modes. 
The 16K model is priced at $259 
and the 32K, at $299. 

FOR EPSON PRINTERS, Microbuffer 
is $159 in either an 8K serial or a 
16K parallel version. The serial 
buffer supports both hardware 
handshaking and XON-XOFF 
software handshaking at baud 
rates up to 19,200. Both Epson 
interfaces are compatible with all 
Epson commands 
including GRAFTRAX-80 and 
GRAFTRAX-80 +. 

ALL OTHER PRINTER/COMPUTER 
COMBINATIONS are served by the 
in-line, stand-alone Microbuffers. 
Both serial and parallel versions 
are expandable up to 256K. The 
serial stand-alone will support 
different input and output baud 
rates and handshake protocol. 
The 32K model starts at $299, 
64K for $349. 64K add-ons for up 
to a total of 256K are just $179. 

When you think of how much 
time Microbuffer will save, 
can you afford to not have one? 

See Us At 

Nov.29-Dec.2,1982 
Las Vf'Q.15 Co1w Pn t1on CPn tr r 

Las VPq.1s , N P<J;irJ,1 

SIMPLE TO INSTALL. 
Microbuffer II is slot-independent. 
It will fit directly inside the Apple 
11 in any slot except zero. 

Microbuffer for your Epson 
mounts easily in the existing 
auxiliary slot directly inside the 
printer. 

The stand-alone Microbuffer is 
installed in -line between virtually 
any printer and computer. 

MICROBUFFER FROM �
PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS. �

Practical Peripherals is dedicated 
to establishing new industry 
standards for product performance. 

The un-retouched photo at left 
has been enlarged to demostrate 
Microbuffer's exact workmanship 
and precise attention to detail. 
Specifications demand that each 
board undergo 36 seperate tests 
and inspections before it can 
leave the factory. 

Ask your dealer for a demostra­
tion of the most practical, most 
successful new prod uct of the 
year - Microbuffer. 

PRACTICAL PERIPH ERALS, INC. 
31245 LA BAVA DRIVE 
WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA 91362 
(213) 991 -8200 
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name, AHALE. 
"Wait a minute!" shouted Jobs. "I 

can use my right brain, too. Let's put the 
name of our 6502 chip into AHALE. 
That would be really clever. We should 
name the company 65 65 02 76 69 in 
ASCII." 

"Dumb again, Jobs," Woz protest­
ed. "Anyone knows that would spell 
AA(ctrl-B)LE. We can't even print the 
control character. But we know that our 
6502 chip is twice as good as two Z-80 
chips or any 8080, so let's use 80 80 in­
stead of 65 02." 

"Great idea again, Woz," agreed an 
enthusiastic Jobs. "The new company 
will now be known as 65 80 80 76 69, 
translated as APPLE." 

And so to this day, what might have 
been AHALE Computer is called "Ap­
ple" because of the Great Wizard of Woz. 

Good going, Bernie. A real kick in the 
ASCII. 

Place and Show. Yes, it was an ugly scene 
amidst flying tomatoes, and everyone agreed 
that all the finalists should have won. But re­
member, our contestants don't like to share 
prizes. Here are the other finalists in no par­
ticular order. 

Andy Ihnatko of Westwood, Massachu­
setts, was our man in the field covering the 
Great Penguin War which pitted the King's 
United Military Quarry for Upper Antarctic 
Terrestrials (KUMQUAT) against a scrappy 
and scrawny Agency for Penguin Parity of Land­
ed Edibles (APPLE). Ihnatko defined the war 
as a great big bicker over which group of pen­
guins had rights to a limited supply of herring, 
the Antarctic equivalent of Twinkies. 

APPLE, it seems, was fighting for personal 
liberty, while KUMQUAT was fighting for 
sheer gluttony. Flipper-to-flipper combat en­
sued and, according to Ihnatko, the death toll 
rose to forty penguins within a month. The fol­
lowing is a firsthand account of how the alter­
cation was resolved: 

Pelnius Penguin, the APPLE colo-

We got a bizarre phone call the other day. 
Remember last month's "Contest That's Out of 
This World"? Apparently only a handful of peo­
ple came close to the right answer to the game 
part of the contest by the deadline and the Bez­
nardians, offworld authors of a game distrib­
uted by Southwestern Data Systems, were in­
censed. "Who are these humans, who can't un­
derstand simple Gluebedopey? We demand that 
you continue this contest until someone gets it 
right. If not, we will turn everyone in Silicon 
Gulch into semi-sentient gnats." What could we 
do? Certainly not doom all those high-tech resi­
dents to a life of semicoherent buzzing in the 
wind and fog. So we decided to make the game 
part two separate contests. The first one closes 
on the original date of October 31. The second 
closes on November 30. The prize for both con­
tests is $100 worth ofsoftware or hardware from 
your local dealer. 

�~� �S�O�~�I�A�L�~� �

ny's genius, was putting the finishing 
touches on his latest invention. The ma­
chine attracted all the other APPLEs be­
cause of the lovely pictures it drew and 
the pretty sounds it made. Since old Pelni­
us was an APPLE, and therefore kind­
hearted, he let KUMQUAT play with 
the invention also. Soon, the entire colo­
ny was using the machine and playing 
games that Pelnius had written for it, and 
no one had any time to fight. 
Ihnatko tells us that the war was settled by 

the leaders of each side playing Flight Simula­
tor, Time Zone, and Sabotaxe. The APPLEs 
won, and Pelnius named his invention after the 
ragtag band of diehards. 

Finalist Bruno Lanvin from Brooklyn, New 
York, offers the French Connection, or Explica­
tion Francaise: 

P ourquoi pomme? Why Apple? Who 
knows that? 

Qui sait c A? 
0 range would be too much; 

orange en dirait tro P 
M ais, poire ferait un bide; 

but pear would be a flo P 
M elon would be fatal. 

Melon serait fata L 
E t, done, pourquoi pas pomme? 

So, well, why not Appl E? 
Tres bien, Bruno. Yous avez gagne des In­

visiTabs. 
During all the tomato flinging, we found 

ourselves a poet in Marsha Hague, who lives in 
Rochester, Minnesota. Not only did her entry 
possess more esthetic quality than just a few 
rhyming words, but it was the only Woz-'n'­
Jobs story that took place before the Apple's 
creation. And here it is: 

On lovely Erin long ago, of times 
Which only legends tell, a Siren cast 
her charming spell. With voice like silv'ry 

chimes 
she sang, and glis'ning dew-dropped 

shamrocks cried 
while unicorns that frolicked stopped and 

sighed ... 
A gentle rain began to fall, aglow 
with scintillating shards of sunlit hues 
that spawned a rainbow; most intense its 

blues! 
Then two enchanted strangers found their 

way 
across a magic threshold's mist of time. 
At rainbow's end they found a pot sublime! 
Twas filled with apples! Knowing smiles, the 

two 
exchanged. Their search was done and home 

they flew 
while shouting, "Here we'll build a plant 

someday!" 
The Softalk Grammy goes to Bruce Hahne 

of Iowa City, Iowa, who sent in not only tlje 
words to his entry, A Star ls Born or What to 
Name the Baby, but also enclosed full sheet mu­
sic with piano accompaniment. The contest 
staff had a good time singing in an unintended 
sixteen-part harmony (there was only one part); 
if you'd like to sing, too, it goes to the tune of 

NOVEMBER 1982 

The Ship Titanic. Hahne points out that the Ti­
tanic in no way reflects the Apple or its quality. 
Here's part of it: 

Oh, they built a small computer with a 6502. 
They knew they had a system that the people 

would love, too. 
But they scratched their heads in vain when �

they tried to think up a name �
A star was born when Apple got its name. �

Chorus: 
Oh, it was new, 
and it was good 
and its chips were working like they should 

(like they should). 
They had worked 'til it was done, and now 

finally it would run. 
A star was born when Apple got its name! 

They argued over "Lemon," considered 
"Cherry," too. 

Said Steve Jobs, "We'll decide it before this 
day is through-

for computers without names are like a micro 
without games." 

A star was born when Apple got its name. 
(Chorus) 

At ten o'clock there entered Jobs's great aunt 
of eighty-three 

sipping cider through a straw as the case 
would happen to be, 

but while coming through the door, she 
spilled her juice on the motherboard. 

A star was born when Apple got its name. 
(Chorus) 

"Don't mind that spill!" cried Wozniak, "I 
swear it must be fate! 

We'll call it 'Apple,'" he decided, but then 
his aunt hollered, "Wait! 

'Apple' will not win, for it caused mankind's 
first sin!" 

A star was born when Apple got its name. 
(Chorus) 

Said his aunt, "I wouldn't use it; it's sure to 
be your bane." 

"Never mind," smiled Wozniak," 'Apple' it 
remains." 

"I'm sure that fate won't lie-it'll be the 
apple of our eye!" 

A star was born when Apple got its name. 
(Chorus) 

Very few tomatoes were flying when the 
contest staff reviewed the entry sent in by 
Shawn R. Smith of Greendale, Wisconsin: 

A few years back, two men were put 
on assignment to build a means of trans­
portation for veteran cavalrymen. Their 
idea was to build a twenty-four-foot-tall 
horse with a large passenger area in the 
torso. 

After a few weeks of hard labor, they 
finally finished it. They named it Jake. 
Jake was a computerized horse, even 
though he acted as if he were alive. He 
also had a lot of extras such as AM-FM 
radio and air conditioning. 

When he was unveiled, the cavalry­
men cheered, hollered, and wanted a 
ride. Jake was more than delighted. 

After a few days of transporting peo­
GOTO 272 



Tu Do It Right. �
To make a Winchester disk for just Apple®II. 

That's how we set out to design our hard disk for 
the Apple®II. To understand the needs of serious 
users and programmers, and to correct the errors 
of our predecessors. 

You want user-friendliness. So we wrote hard disk 
versions of Apple DOS, CP/M® and Pascal that 
are highly user-friendly and loaded with 
useful features. 

0 Auto·boot hard disk �
0 Menu-driven utilities �
0 Single-keystroke program execution in DOS �
0 Disk search with wild cards, and many more �

You want flexibility. So we made every 
feature variable. 

0 From I to 16 operating systems on each disk 
0 Operating system spaces grow as needed 
0 Slot independence 
0 Variable size volumes (to 400K in DOS) 
0 Mountable and unmountable volumes (even in CP/M) 
0 Custom DOS allowed 

You want reliability. We use Seagate drives only. 
And Corona's unique data protection technology. 

0 DataGuard™ 32-bit error correction code 
0 FailSafe™ read-after-write and automatic bad-sector reallocation 
0 2-level impact-protection packaging 

You want low-cost backup. So we wrote backup 
utilities that make floppy backup convenient. 

0 File compacting to reduce the number of floppies 
O Volume selective backup in all operating systems 
0 Date selective backup in Pascal 
0 Automatic diskette sequencing to flopp y handling 

You want compatibility. We maximize compati­
bility with existing software and peripheral cards. 

0 9K interface card leaves main memory untouched 
0 Interrupts are allowed 
0 Boot protected floppies from slot 6 without removing hard disk 
0 Automatic slot/drive to hard disk remapping 

And you want support. We do that right too. 
0 Mardware depot service in every region �
0 Programmer's guides at each level �
0 Software theft -protection on the hard disk �

Compare the features that matter to you. 
And visit our local dealer or distributor for 
a demonstration. You'll see the difference 
specialization makes. 

Corona Starfire™- The Winchester Disk for Apple II 

$2495 I 5 MB $2995 I IO MB 
(All software included. Pascal not needed for CP/M .) 

corona™ �
The Third Generation Microcomputer Company 

31324 Via Colinas Section 110 Westlake Village CA 9136 1 (2 13) 706-1505 

Apple l."i a regiscered trademark of Apple Computer. Inc . CP/M b a registered trade mark o f Dig ital Inc Corona, Starfire, Da1aGu:ird, Fai h:i fe are trademark..;, of Coruna Inc 



















































Musician or not, experience the 
ultimate in audiovisual pleasure. 

Music Maker �

The maximum in entertainment. 
Infinite in variety. 

Pinball 

Adventure on a grand scale. · 

SpaceVikings �
Superlative software. 
Don't settle for less. 
48K Apple II disk. 

Seeyour dealer ... 
or write for brochures. 

"Apple" is the registered trademark of Apple Computer Inc. 
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The reason you bought a 

computer


in the first lace. 


, / .,...The Agony ... 
You 

expected 
your new computer 
to perform mi racles 
- to bring order out 
of chaos. You looked 
for it to organize and 
manage your business 
information. You looked forward 
to the end of errors, the end of 
frustration .. . and the saving of" · 
time, effort and money. Afterall , 
that's the reason you invested in 
a computer in the first place. 
Yet, there it sits. Nothing. 

... and the ecstasy. 
Well, your computer can per­

form all the miracles you hoped 
for . It needs just one profes­
sional addition. The 
General Manager. 

The General Man­
ager is what the com­
puter industry calls a 
data base management 
program (DBM) . In 
everyday words - it 
allows you to organize, 
store, f i le, find, save, re­
treive, interrelate, control 
and printoutallorselected parts 
of your information. The result: 
your information, or data, is 
managed totally, completely, 
automatically. 

Ordinary 
The ordinary DBM system 

ex pects your business to con­
form to its program design . So 
you must change your records, 
your forms, your way of having 
information cross-referenced , 
saved and . . . well, you almost 
end up with a different business! 
Certainly a more frustrating one . 

Extraordinary 
Th e General Manager on the 

other hand is extraordinary in 
the DBM field , because it makes 
no such demands on you. In­
stead, it lets you make demands 
on itl The General Manager was 
designed so that your business 

~~~ 

\ 

.'.:', 
•· .. ~. 

A ~{?~{>~, /,~ 
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The GeneraI Manager 

routines can be kept as indivi­
dualized as you want ... so your 

data is managed and de­
livered in the ways which 
are most useful, effi­
cient and effective 
for you. 

It works so easily 
and so well because 

of its "hierarchial" 
structure. This sen­
sible "family tree" 

type of design starts 
with the main subject, then 

branches out to related informa­
tion. You enter data on "Blank 
Forms" which you may construct 
to your exact needs. The data 
may be updated , deleted or 
modified to 
your heart ' s 
content . To 
know The 
General Man­
ager will be to 
love it! 

Power & 
Price 

Nothing 
near the price 
of the General 
Manager (by 
hundreds of 
dollars) gives 
you all the 
power, fea­
tures and benefits it does! At 
$229.95, The General Manager is 
the absolute value in its field. 

standing. You can 't afford 
that! - for a program 

without excellent 
documentation is 

frustrating and basi­
cally useless.. 

... and reality! 
,,. '"_,.~ At Sierra On-Line we've 

;_../· spent the time and the effort 

Consider this: it supports 1 
to 4 floppy disk drives (even 
hard-disk systems). It includes 
utility programs which others 
charge hundreds extra for. 
Upper and lower case characters 
in the data base are provided 
without need for additional 
costly hardware . If someone 
goofs, the "error message" is 
displayed in understandable 
English. There is an on­
screen "Help" function 
available any time . It 
creates Applesoft usable 
files for your program 
needs. And many espe­
cially useful printing 
commands are built - in 

for 
greater flexi­
b i 1 ity. When 
you consider 
all these ad­
vantages, and 
more, we think 
your business 
sense will a­
gree, there's 
no contest at 
any price. 

The fantasy ... 
Almost 

everyone 
claims user 
friendly docu­

mentation . The fact remains 
much of it is convoluted, com­
plicated and defies under-

to create superb documentation. 
It is so good that you can have 
The General Manager up and 
running after the first two 
chapters! And after you're 
thoroughly at home with it, you 
can move on to the other 
chapters as you have need for 
the many additional functions 
and capabilities . 

The reason you bought. .. 
.. a computer in the first 

place was , we know, twofold: 
for word processing (our Screen 
Writer program is the leader) ... 
but mainly for information man­
agement. The General Manager 

is your powerful 
answer . .. the 
truly outstand­
ing value in 
DBM's , bar 
none, at only 
$229.95. 

For further 
information and 

ordering , see your computer 
dealer or contact us: 

(800)344-7448. 

~ie«a~ON-LINE INC 
SIERRA ON-LINE SYSTEMS, INC. 
Business products division . 
36575 Mudge Ranch Road 
Coarsegold, CA 93614 

'The General Manager, version 2.0 
requires 48K Apple II or II+, 1 or more 
drives, DOS 3.3. Direct orders add 
$3.00 shipping/ handling . 
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