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MICROBUFFER WILL
SPEED UP ANY PROGRAM
THAT REQUIRES PRINTING.

MICROBUFFER ALLOWS YOU
TO PRINT AND PROCESS
SIMULTANEOUSLY.

Now you don’t have to wait for
the printer to finish before you
can use your computer again.

YOU CAN DUMP
PRINTING DATA DIRECTLY
TO MICROBUFFER.

Unlike your printer, Microbuffer
accepts data as fast as your
computer can send it. So there’s
never a bottleneck.

Microbuffer first stores the
data in its own memory buffer
and then takes control of your
printer. This frees the computer
for more productive functions.

Additional output may be
dumped to the buffer at any
time and it will be printed in
turn.

THERE IS A MICROBUFFER
FOR ANY PRINTER/COMPUTER
COMBINATION.

Microbuffers are available in
Centronics-compatible parallel
or RS-232C serial versions.

FOR APRLE Il COMPUTERS,
Microbuffer Il features on-board

firmware for text formatting and
advanced graphics dump
routines. Both serial and parallel
versions have very low power
consumption. Special functions
include Basic listing formatter,
self-test, buffer zap, and
transparent and maintain modes.
The 16K model is priced at $259
and the 32K, at $299.

FOR EPSON PRINTERS, Microbuffer
is $159 in either an 8K serial or a
16K parallel version. The serial
buffer supports both hardware
handshaking and XON-XOFF
software handshaking at baud
rates up to 19,200. Both Epson
interfaces are compatible with all
Epson commands

including GRAFTRAX-80 and
GRAFTRAX-80 +

ALL OTHER PRINTER/COMPUTER
COMBINATIONS are served by the
in-line, stand-alone Microbuffers.
Both serial and parallel versions
are expandable up to 256K. The
serial stand-alone will support
different input and output baud
rates and handshake protocol.
The 32K model starts at $299,
64K for $349. 64K add-ons for up
to a total of 256K are just $179.
When you think of how much
time Microbuffer will save,
can you afford to not have one?

SIMPLE TO INSTALL.

Microbuffer Il is slot-independent.
It will fit directly inside the Apple
Il in any slot except zero.

Microbuffer for your Epson
mounts easily in the existing
auxiliary slot directly inside the
printer.

The stand-alone Microbuffer is
installed in-line between virtually
any printer and computer.

MICROBUFFER FROM
PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS.

Practical Peripherals is dedicated
to establishing new industry
standards for product performance.

The un-retouched photo at left
has been enlarged to demostrate
Microbuffer's exact workmanship
and precise attention to detail.
Specifications demand that each
board undergo 36 seperate tests
and inspections before it can
leave the factory.

Ask your dealer for a demostra-
tion of the most practical, most
successful new product of the
year — Microbuffer.

PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS, INC.
31245 LA BAYA DRIVE
WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA 91362
(213) 991-8200
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mark and another for having misspelled Sof-
talk three times. So, we managed to narrow the
field by two.

The winner is John M. Morrison of Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, who missed only six of
the possible ninety-two shapes. Morrison’s en-
try looked like a cross between the Shapes and
Oracle contests, because he seemed to know he
was destined to win. *‘Okay!” wrote Morrison.
“Here’s a winner for the ‘Name the Shapes’
contest.”

Such an accurate prediction doesn’t win him
anything in the Oracle contest, but in the
Shapes contest it does earn him $100 worth of
stocking stuffers (most probably his own stock-
ing). John plans to splurge with it on the Ar-
cade Machine and either Sheila, Galactic Gladi-
ators, or Prisoner 2.

Most of the shapes were pretty easy (we
wanted you all to feel real smart). If you al-
ready peeked at the answers and are crying,
“Hey, no fair! I didn’t know you wanted us to
be that specific,” rest assured, we gave every-
one the benefit of the doubt where it was close.

Perhaps the trickiest ones were shapes #13
and #88. Only a handful of contestants were
able to identify the ornithopter and island of
Crete, respectively. But we did get some inter-
esting answers (wild guesses) from desperate en-
trants. To some, the ornithopter looked like one
of the following: city skyline, Medfly, squashed
Apple computer, Chinese junk, dead horse, fly
on a fly swatter, plane from Cropduster, ab-
stract nothingness, Lego blocks, and *‘beats the

GAME DESIGNER

WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T

WE SAY YOU CAN
introducing

THE FROB™

The hardware/software system
that converts your Apple” Il
into a sophisticated Atari® VCS
game development workstation

Five minutes to install
No mach;e.m;dificalion
Opcratio_na.l sTmplicity
Real time g;m.e Hevelupmcnl

The Bottom Line: A Low Invest-
ment For Maximum Returns

ORDER NOW FOR IMMEDIATE
DELIVERY.

CALL 408-429-1552
FROBCO, a Div. of
Tri-Comp Polytechnical, Inc.
P.O. Box 2780

Santa Cruz, CA 95063

The Miracle of Creation
Can Be Yours
FROB 1~ a trademark of FROBCO.
Atan and Apple are registered trademarks
ab Atani

Inc. and Apple Computers, Inc

respectively
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H out of me.”

Here are some last-ditch guesses for Crete:
the floor after Rumpelstiltskin’s name was
guessed by the queen, God only knows, Statue
of Liberty, rubber chicken, Loch Ness, dead
bodies, Cuba, Israel, Ronald Reagan, foot meas
uring tool, @!7*#%$!, and Smurf action. But
the most elaborate guess came from Mark
Seybold (West Covina, CA). Seybold said shape
#88 was,

“The fabled, long-lost island of Idunnowu-
titis, that sunk in the early 15000s B.C. before
anybody had a chance to see what it looked like
(except myself, who acquired the map of it from
a descendant of one of the natives).”

Okay, enough general observation; let’s
award some nonprizes.

Good Catch. Joe Schwartz (Andover, NJ)
was quick to point out that the computer punch
card (#74) had the holes going the wrong way.
And golly, he was right.

Schwartz isn’t the only one with keen eyes.
Jesse Spears (Azle, TX) noticed that the French
horn (#73) had no mouthpiece and Randy Mita
(Palos Verdes Estates, CA) was the only person
to specify the film (#67) correctly as 70mm.

Those swinging ball bearings (#38) received
as many different guesses as there were contes-
tants. But Sean Walter (Kansas City, MO)
called them “‘a series of pendulums used to
show action and reaction. My grandparents
have one, but I don’t know the name of it. You
can call them at (816) 555-0656.” Well, we
called collect (we said our name was ‘““Sean”),
and now Sean’s grandparents have written him
off their Christmas list.

Watch it, Lou *“‘Cyclops” Sebok (Lorain,
OH). You're apt to poke your eye out! Lou
thought the hexagon (#2) was “‘a pencil, as seen
looking from the point to the eraser.”

We don’t know why, but B. L. Sims (South
Charleston, WV) used VisiCalc to format his
entry. We assume that he purchased the pro-
gram just to enter the contest, making his entry
the most expensive Softalk contest entry in
history.

The above-mentioned contestants would
have won the coveted InvisiTabs, but we can’t
find any; they seem to have disappeared. Sorry.

But enough of this jocularity—let’s move on
to some contest losers.

Dropped Balls. The United Nations
building (#62) seemed to confuse a lot of peo-
ple. Patricia Hyland (Fayetteville, NC) and
Darell Smith (Colorado Springs, CO) thought it
looked like a breakfast setting with a box of
cereal.

The Guggenheim Museum in New York
City (#29) was mistaken by Kathie Roe (Wood-
bine, MD) to be Apple Computer Head-
quarters. Don’t feel so bad, Kathie; Matt Bate-
man (Central Point, OR) thought it was Willy
Wonka’s Chocolate Factory.

But the nonprize in the category of Honesty
at the Risk of Embarrassing Oneself goes to
Judy Webb (lowa Park, TX), who wrote, “‘I got
the encyclopedia down and looked up Madi-
son Square Garden, hoping it would be one of
the buildings. It isn’t. I don’t travel much to the

West Coast. . . . I believe they must come from
there.” That’s very inductive, Judy. Come on
out to California, and we’ll show you where
those buildings aren’t.

Robert Huggins (Raleigh, NC) found a new
way to spell ““‘candelabra.” C-A-N-D-L-E O-P-
E-R-A. Larry Tentor (Schenectady, NY)
couldn’t spell ““Rorschach,” but he gave it an
honest try: R-OS-T-O-P-C-H-I-N. And Jona-
than Scott (Myrtle Beach, SC) visited Florence,
Italy, to see the statue of David (#51) by
Donatello.

Did everybody get the Jefferson Memorial
(#65)? Ken Hayden (Carpentersville, IL) en-
tered, “Lincoln Memorial (seen from the side

. sneaky!).” Ken also sneaked in a whole
bunch of other wrong answers.

Henry Hsich (Erie, PA) looked at shape 440
and entered, ““A jar of ink or nose drops.” We
gave you credit for the ink, Henry. Just don’t
get them mixed up the next time you’re con-
gested.

New Jersey (#5) isn’t as prominent a state as
its residents would like to believe. Warren Zane
(Honolulu, HI) said it was Alaska, and Henry
Schneider (San Rafael, CA) called it an inkblot.

Eric Wade (Jamez Springs, NM), if you had
won, you would have won only $99.01 worth of
goods instead of the usual $100 worth. Youren-
try arrived with nine cents postage due.

“I think I would like to have: Accu-Shapes,
Higher Graphics, and Marauder, or a combina-
tion thereof,” wrote Rick Anderson (Milwau-
kee, OR). “But don’t quote me until I've lost!”
Consider yourself quoted, Rick.

Poor Sirius Software. Although most peo-
ple recognized Sirius’s Grud (#54), other guesses
included Dumbo the Elephant, Topo Gigio
(from the Ed Sullivan Show), and E.T. But the
most daring contestant of all was Jeff ‘‘So sue
me” Neyhart (Kingston, NY), who had the au-
dacity to identify the Grud as “the.man from
Broderbund’s ads.” Attorneys for either com-
pany can find Jeff (probably the only TRS-80
user subscribing to Softalk) on Saturdays root-
ing for his favorite college football team, the
University of Michigan Buckeyes.

In case you’re stilf wondering what the heck
those shapes were, here are the answers:

. tire iron or lug wrench
. a hexagon (not a Rubik’s cube!)
. can and bottle opener or church key
. wind-up alarm clock
state of New Jersey
. digger from Apple Panic
. sinking ship Titanic
cobra
. Coca-Cola bottle
10. fleeing ghost from Pac-Man
11. milk (or beverage) carton
12. motorcycle
13. ornithopter (from Synergistic Soft-
ware’s Apventure to Atlantis
14. bota bag or wineskin
15. middle claw from BudgeCo’s Raster
Blaster
16. Menorah
17. tuning fork

VoAU D W~
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