


WHERE WILL YOU BE ON APRIL lSTH? 

Professionals prosper with the 11\X PREPARER By HowardSoftTM 

Whether you're a professional trying to expand your 
business or an individual trying to minimize your tax 
bite, this software is the answer . .. and NOW is the 
time to buy. You can start entering data now. Then 
when the new tax laws and forms a e finalized 
each year, you can alter your software with our 
low-cost update and effortlessly print out tax 
returns in IRS format 

The most complete tax package for personal 
computers, the TAX PREPARER by HowardSott 
handles more than 20 forms and schedules and 
provides full itemizing and recordkeeping . No 
wonder that thousands of professionals have made 

0 PREPARE TAX RETURNS FASTER 
0 END THE MANUAL ERRORS 
0 ENTER DATA NOW TO GET AHEAD 

UPDATE POLICY: Tax laws and tax forms 
may change, but your software never nee,d be 
out-of-date .. When you buy HowardSoft you are 
assured of timely low-cost updates and are 
protected from future price increases. Buy now 
for early updating. 

it the best selling tax software for the past 2 years . 

. . . AND WHERE WIIl 
YOU PUT THE EXTRA 
MONEYYOU EARN? 
HowardSoft financial software gives you the edge 
through objective comparisons, realistic projections, 
and the full consequences of the latest tax laws. This 
software is a must for making intelligent buy/sell 
decisions in the difficult investment climate of today. 

Apple and IBM Editions 
now at your local dealer. 
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~~;the SERIOUS Personal Computer User 

8008 Girard Ave. Suite 310 I La Jolla. CA 92037 I (714) 454-0121 
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You’ve all been waiting for it, and it’s final›
ly here-the monster contest to end all monster 
contests (for 1982, anyway). Yep, it’s Oracle 
’83, the contest that awards six prizes through›
out the year and one biggie at the beginning of 
1984. But best of all, the grand prize winner will 
be named the Soflalk Oracle of 1983, a title 
coveted by 16K and 128K users alike. 

Whether you’re a Basic bungler or a ma›
chine language maestro makes no difference-›
everyone has an equal chance at doing well or 
bombing. 

For you newcomers in the gallery who don’t 
know what’s going on, sit back down and read 
the rules. 

Rules: None. 
There are no rules; they’re too confining. 

Just look at what we want you to predict and do 
the best you can. Point values are listed to help 
you decide how much time to spend working on 
each one. 

List your predictions on a sheet of paper 
and send them in to us postmarked before mid›
night of December 31, 1982. No exceptions! 
Don’t forget to include your name, address, 
phone number, the name of your dealer, and 
your signature. 

Prizes: Should you hit any of the predic›
tions on the nose or come closer than anyone 
else, a good feeling of success should be enough. 
But, in case it isn’t, we’re going to award $IOO 
worth of products made by Soflalk advertisers 
to the winner of each part. Keep your eyes 
glued to these pages for announcements of 
winners. 

The person who winds up the year with the 
highest cumulative score will win the "biggie" 
we mentioned earlier: Apple’s next personal 
model computer. Not a II, not a III, but Ap›
ple’s next personal computer, whatever it is, 
brand spanking new! 

In addition to the prizes, you’ll have brag›
ging rights in all Appledom as the Softalk Ora›
cle of 1983. So get going and have a blast! 
The Oracle ’83. Predict the following: 

I . The day and month ApP.le will officially 
announce the release of a new personal model 
Apple computer, or predict that they won’t. In 
case they should release more than one new 
model in 1983, only the first one counts. - I 
point for every day off the mark; - 365 if they 
announce one and you said they wouldn’t 
(watch yourself). 

2. The teams to make the Final Four in the 
NCAA Basketball Tournament. +5 points for 
each team; -5 for each wrong guess. +IO 
bonus points if you predict the winner of the 
tournament. 

3. Who will win the Academy Awards in the 
categories of best actor, actress, and picture. 
+IO points for each; +20 bonus points for get-. 
ting all three correct. 

4. The sex, region of origin (East, Midwest, 
West, South, Foreign), and winning time of the 
winner of the Kentucky Derby. +I point for a 
colt, +20 points_ifit’s a filly, -IQ points if you 
blow it; + 5 points for region; - I point for ev›
ery I / 5-second off the time; + 25 bonus points 
for naming the horse; + 15 bonus points for 
naming the jockey (whew!) . 

5. Flags fly high on the Fourth ofJuly. Peo›
ple and temperatures get high then, too. What 
do you predict the high temperature will be in 
San Jose, California, on July 4, 1983? - I point 
for each degree Fahrenheit off the mark. 

6. The earliest presidential candidacy decla›
rations for Republican and Democratic parties 
made by September 30, 1983 . +IO points per 
valid declarer; -5 points for everyone you name 
who doesn’t declare by then. 

7. The five companies that will appear most 
frequently in Softalk's Top Thirty throughout 
1983. +5 points per company; +20 bonus 
points for guessing the correct number of ap›
pearances of the top company. 

List your predictions on a sheet of paper, 
and send them in with this coupon (filled out). 

Name: --------------- ›

Address: ------------- ›

City, State, Zip: ___________ 

Phone number: 

My dealer. _____________ �

I predict that I would like: _______ �

as my prize(s) if I should win any part(s) of �
the contest. �
My signature: _____________ �
Send in your Oracle ’83 predictions with this �
coupon to Softalk Oracle ’83, Box 60, North �
Hollywood, CA 91603, postmarked before De›�
cember 31, 1982. JI �



CONTINENTAL'S �
HOME ACCOUNTANT IS NUMBERONE­�

AND CLIMBING. �
For the past several months, Softalk magazine has 
rated Continental Software's Home Accountant™ 
No. 1 in its "Home 10" best-seller list. 

A lot of programs would have "peaked" by 
now. But with over 10,000 copies in use, Home 
Accountant just keeps getting stronger. 

There's a reason for this spectacular suc­
cess-and it's not just the low suggested price 
of $74.95. 

The fact is, Home Accountant is one of those 
rare programs that virtually everybody can profit 
from using. It's powerful enough to handle even 
the most complicated family budget-yet it's so 

easy to use that one quick trip through the manual 
may be all you'll ever need. 

With Home Accountant you can track up to 
100 budget categories, 5 different checking ac­
counts, and all the credit cards you can carry. Just 
press a few keys and watch the program print your 
checks, net worth and other financial statements. 
And when you see the full-color graphs of actual vs. 
budgeted expenses, trend line analyses, etc., you'll 
know you bought the best. 

See your Apple dealer soon for a demonstra­
tion. And start watching your fortunes climb with 
Home Accountant* 

Continental 
Software 

For your nearest dealer, contaCI us at· Coml ne ntal Software, 11223 S. Hindry, LA, CA 90045 213-417-8031. App le is a regis tered trademark of App le Compute rs Inc. sRequi res 48k and 1 disk drl\'C . Printer op tional. 
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No-Hitter? No Can Do. "The date of the 
first no-hitter in the 1982 Major League base­
ball season" was what Oracle contestants had 
to predict in part three of this year-long con­
test. Aw, that's simple; find the worst-hitting 
team and the day they're scheduled to face the 
team with the best pitching staff and you have 
yourself $100 in goodies. It's not that simple. In 
predicting the first no-hitter, you'd probably 
have had just as much luck if you'd guessed. 

Your chances would have been better if 
you'd predicted that there wouldn't be a no-hit­
ter at all and hoped for the best. That's what 
forty of our contestants did-and they were 
right. 

Of those who correctly predicted that ma­
jor league pitchers would deliver a mediocre 
season, the RNG yanked out C. Engler of Nut­
ley, New Jersey, as the winner. Engler will soon 
have a ventilated Apple, as she plans to pick up 
a Cool Stack from FMJ as her prize. 

Next month, we'll see who most accurately 
predicted the breakdown in the United States 
Congress after the November elections. 

That's a Quote. The Famous Apples in His­
tory contest that ran in June is finally over, and 
Susan C. West of Coolville, Ohio, is our win­
ner. Her entry, The Rave In (#10 in the Septem­
ber finals and one of two citing Edgar Allan 
Poe's The Raven), was voted as the readers' fa­
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vorite in the Quotes contest, earning it a spot in 
the Sofialk Museum. 

Strangely enough, West didn't even send in 
a vote for herself. "I really didn't think I'd win. 
So, I read all twelve entries to my husband and 
my sister; they told me they thought mine was 
the best." It was West's husband David who 
cast a ballot for the West household. 

Collecting her prize will be an adventure for 
West. Coolville (population 500) is not exactly a 
metropolitan area. Her computer dealer is Mi­
cro Center in Columbus, a good two-hour drive 
away. But for West, visiting Micro Center is a 
regular trip. "We usually carpool down there 
and make a day of it." 

Only one History finalist sent in a vote (you 
know who you are); the rest of you can't com­
plain since you didn't vote for yourselves. 

Naming all the famous people being quoted 
was another matter. Of all the ballots we re­
ceived, only four persons correctly identified the 
sources of the quotes. The random number gen­
erator randomly generated Bryant D. Blansit of 
Augusta, Georgia, as the winner. For his liter­
ary proficiency, Blansit will go down to Micro­
Graphics Systems in Augusta where he'll re­
ceive $50 worth of stuff for his Apple. 

By the way, Blansit voted for finalist f/4, the 
other Raven. 

Nobody would have won ifit weren 't for all 
the nice people who took the time to send in 
their votes. And of all those nice people, the 
random number generator worked overtime 
and nicely selected James Kosmicki of Pasade­
na, California, to win $10 worth of goods, 
which he'll pick up at Computerland of 
Pasadena. 

Another Poe fan , Kosmicki voted for 
West's entry, #IO. 

Here are the persons and works being 
quoted, for those who are still scratching their 
heads: 

I. from Gunga Din, by Rudyard Kipling 
2. Rosemary Woods, ex-president Richard 

Nixon's secretary 
3. Ingrid Bergman or Humphrey Bogart in 

the movie, Casablanca (actually, it should have 
just been, "Boot it, Sam.") 

4. from Edgar Allan Poe's poem, The 
Raven 

5. Mr. Spock and Captain James T. Kirk, 
from the television series, Star Trek 

6. Paul Revere on his midnight ride 
7. from Henry Wadsworth L-Ongfellow's 

The Song of Hiawatha 
8. from one of Elizabeth Barrett Brown­

ing's love sonnets in Son nets from the 
Portuguese 

9. from Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn 
10. from Edgar Allan Poe's poem, The 

Raven 
11. Sigmund Freud, Austrian founder of 

psychoanalysis 
12. Diogenes, ancient Greek philosopher 
Shapes Undraped. Boy, do we get contest 

entries! With the mountain of entries we re­
ceived for the Name the Shapes contest, we 
knew there was no way we were going to look at 
them all. We disqualified one for a late post­
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Somewhere on each floor of the Soviet diplomatic mission in 
Pyongyang are the nine parts of an encoded message . Your 
future is assured if you can just find those pieces and put 
them together, and then solve the puzzle. But to do so you 
must avoid the embassy guards who make frequent rounds at 
unscheduled intervals. They don't ask questions first , either. 

by Eagle Berns and Michael Kosaka 

You got a late start looking for that summer job, and all you 
could find was a baker apprentice position at the Automated 
Bakery Company. Simple enough , since the pies are made 
by machine . . . all you have to do is add topping and put 
the pies away when they come out on the conveyor belt. 
Shouldn't be too difficult of a summer, you think to 
yourself .. . 

A High Resolution Graphic Adventure 

Crafted by Antonio Antiochia 

Transport yourself to the dark forests of Transylvania , where 
mystery lurks behind every towering tree, and venture to 
rescue a damsel in distress. Transylvania uses over one 
hundred colors and the finest graphics ever seen in a high 
resolution adventure to present a true challenge and hours of 
enjoyment to all adventurers. 

Above games now available for the Apple computer. An.;ade games work with keyboard , joystick, or Atari joystick. Graphics for all above created with the aid of The Graphics Magician 

PenaJin software the grnphics people 

830 4th Avenue Geneva, Illinois 60134 (312) 232-1984 

Apple is a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc Atari is a trademark of Warner Communications, Inc. 





MICROBUFFER WILL �
SPEED UP ANY PROGRAM �
THAT REQUIRES PRINTING. �

MICROBUFFER ALLOWS YOU �
TO PRINT AND PROCESS �

SIMULTANEOUSLY. �
Now you don't have to wait for 
the printer to finish before you 
can use your computer again. 

YOU CAN DUMP �
PRINTING DATA DIRECTLY �

TO MICROBUFFER. �
Unlike your printer, Microbuffer 
accepts data as fast as your 
computer can send it. So there's 
never a bottleneck. 

Microbuffer first stores the 
data in its own memory buffer 
and then takes control of your 
printer. This frees the computer 
for more productive functions. 

Additional output may be 
dumped to the buffer at any 
time and it will be printed in 
turn. 

THERE IS AMICROBUFFER �
FOR ANY PRINTER/COMPUTER�

COMBINATION. �
Microbuffers are available in 
Centronics-compatible parallel 
or RS-232C serial versions. 

FOR APP.LE II COMPUTERS, 
Microbuffer II features on-board 

firmware for text formatting and 
advanced graphics dump 
routines. Both serial and parallel 
versions have very low power 
consumption. Special functions 
include Basic listing formatter, 
self-test, buffer zap, and 
transparent and maintain modes. 
The 16K model is priced at $259 
and the 32K, at $299. 

FOR EPSON PRINTERS, Microbuffer 
is $159 in either an 8K serial or a 
16K parallel version. The serial 
buffer supports both hardware 
handshaking and XON-XOFF 
software handshaking at baud 
rates up to 19,200. Both Epson 
interfaces are compatible with all 
Epson commands 
including GRAFTRAX-80 and 
GRAFTRAX-80 + 

ALL OTHER PRINTER/COMPUTER 
COMBINATIONS are served by the 
in-line, stand-alone Microbuffers. 
Both serial and parallel versions 
are expandable up to 256K. The 
serial stand-alone will support 
different input and output baud 
rates and handshake protocol. 
The 32K model starts at $299, 
64K for $349. 64K add-ons for up 
to a total of 256K are just $179. 

When you think of how much 
time Microbuffer will save, 
can you afford to not have one? 

SIMPLE TO INSTALL. 
Microbuffer II is slot-independent. 
It will fit directly inside the Apple 
II in any slot except zero. 

Microbuffer for your Epson 
mounts easily in the existing 
auxiliary slot directly inside the 
printer. 

The stand-alone Microbuffer is 
installed in-line between virtually 
any printer and computer. 

MICROBUFFER FROM 
PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS. 

Practical Peripherals is dedicated 
to establishing new industry 
standards for product performance. 

The un-retouched photo at left 
has been enlarged to demostrate 
Microbuffer's exact workmanship 
and precise attention to detail. 
Specifications demand that each 
board undergo 36 seperate tests 
and inspections before it can 
leave the factory. 

Ask your dealer for a demostra­
tion of the most practical, most 
successful new product of the 
year - Microbuffer. 

PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS, INC. 
31245 LA BAYA DRIVE 
WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA 91362 
(213) 991-8200 
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mark and another for havi ng misspelled Sof 
talk three times. So, we managed to narrow the 
field by two. 

The winner is John M. Morrison of Phila­
delphia, Pennsylvania, who missed only six of 
the possible ninety-two shapes. Morrison's en­
try looked like a cross between the Shapes and 
Oracle contests, because he seemed to know he 
was destined to win. " Okay!" wrote Morrison . 
"Here's a winner for the 'Name the Shapes' 
contest." 

Such an accurate prediction doesn 't win him 
anything in the Oracle contest, but in the 
Shapes contest it does earn him $100 worth of 
stocking stuffers (most probably his own stock­
ing). John plans to splurge with it on the Ar­
cade Machine and either Sheila, Galactic Gladi­
ators, or Prisoner 2. 

Most of the shapes were pretty easy (we 
wanted you all to feel real smart). If you al­
ready peeked at the answers and are crying, 
"Hey, no fair! I didn't know you wanted us to 
be that specific," rest assured, we gave every­
one the benefit of the doubt where it was close. 

Perhaps the trickiest ones were shapes #13 
and f188. Only a handful of contestants were 
able to identify the ornithopter and island of 
Crete, respectively. But we did get some inter­
esting answers (wild guesses) from desperate en­
trants. To some, the omithopter looked like one 
of the following: city skyline, Medfly, squashed 
Apple computer, Chinese junk, dead horse, fly 
on a fly swatter, plane from Cropduster, ab­
stract nothingness, Lego blocks, and "beats the 

GAME DESIGNER �
WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T �

WE SAY YOU CAN �
Introducing 

THE FROB™ �
The ha rdwa re / so ft ware sys tem 
tha t co nvert s yo ur Appleli' II 

in to a soµJzisticated Atari ' VCS 
game dePeloµment workstati o 11 . 

Five minutes to insta ll. �
No ma( hine modification 

- . ­
O pera tio na l simplici ty 

- . ­
Rea l tim e ga me development 

The Bot to m Line: A Lo w In ves t­
ment For Max imum Returns 

ORDER NOW FOR IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY. 

CALL 408-429-1552 
FROBCO, a Div . of 

Tri-Comp Poly technica l, Inc. 
P.O . Box 2780 

Santa Cruz, CA 95063 

The Miracle of Creation �
Can Be Yours �

FROB " .1 1r.llh· rn.irk <>I FROBCO. �
1\trtr1 dnd J\ppk J!(' regi ... tt'H' J t r.1th ·r:1 .1d.. ... �

Ar.in Im . .ind Aprlc ( om putt·r ..., , lrH �
�

H out of me." 
Here are some last-ditch guesses for Crete: 

the floor after Rumpelstiltskin's name was 
guessed by the queen, God only knows, Statue 
of Liberty, rubber chicken, Loch Ness, dead 
bodies, Cuba, Israel, Ronald Reagan, foot meas­
uring tool, @!?*#%$!, and Smurf action. But 
the most elaborate guess came from Mark 
Seybold (West Covina, CA). Seybold said shape 
#88 was, 

"The fabled, long-lost island of Idunnowu­
titis, that sunk in the early 15000s B.C. before 
anybody had a chance to see what it looked like 
(except myself, who acquired the map of it from 
a descendant of one of the natives)." 

Okay, enough general observation; let's 
award some nonprizes. 

Good Catch. Joe Schwartz (Andover, NJ) 
was quick to point out that the computer punch 
card (#74) had the holes going the wrong way. 
And golly, he was right. 

Schwartz isn't the only one with keen eyes. 
Jesse Spears (Azle, TX) noticed that the French 
horn (#73) had no mouthpiece and Randy Mita 
(Palos Verdes Estates, CA) was the only person 
to specify the film (#67) correctly as 70rnrn. 

Those swinging ball bearings (#38) received 
as many different guesses as there were contes­
tants. But Sean Walter (Kansas City, MO) 
called them "a series of pendulums used to 

show action and reaction. My grandparents 
have one, but I don't know the name of it. You 
can call them at (816) 555-0656." Well, we 
called collect (we said our name was "Sean"), 
and now Sean's grandparents have written him 
off their Christmas list. 

Watch it, Lou "Cyclops" Sebok (Lorain, 
OH). You're apt to poke your eye out! Lou 
thought the hexagon (#2) was "a pencil, as seen 
looking from the point to the eraser." 

We don't know why, but B. L. Sims (South 
Charleston, WV) used VisiCalc to format his 
entry. We assume that he purchased the pro­
gram just to enter the contest, making his entry 
the most expensive So/talk contest entry in 
history. 

The above-mentioned contestants would 
have won the coveted InvisiTabs, but we can't 
find any; they seem to have disappeared . Sorry. 

But enough of this jocularity-let's move on 
to some contest losers. 

Dropped Balls. The United Nations 
building (1/62) seemed to confuse a lot of peo­
ple. Patricia Hyland' (Fayetteville, NC) and 
Darell Smith (Colorado Springs, CO) thought it 
looked like a breakfast setting with a box of 
cereal. 

The Guggenheim Museum in New York 
City (#29) was mistaken by Kathie Roe (Wood­
bine, MD) to be Apple Cornpwer Head­
quarters. Don't feel so bad, Kathie; Matt Bate­
man (Central Point, OR) thought it was Willy 
Wonka's Chocolate Factory. 

But the nonprize in the category of Honesty 
at the Risk of Emba&assing Oneself goes to 
Judy Webb (Iowa Park, TX), who wrote, "I got 
the encyclopedia down and looked up Madi­
son Square Garden, hoping it would be one of 
the buildings. It isn't. I don't travel much to the 
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West Coast. . .. I believe they must come from 
there." That's very inductive, Judy. Corne on 
out to California, and we'll show you where 
those buildings aren't. 

Robert Huggins (Raleigh, NC) found a new 
way to spell "candelabra." C-A-N-D-L-E 0-P­
E-R-A. Larry Tentor (Schenectady, NY) 
couldn't spell "Rorschach," but he gave it an 
honest try. R-OS-T-0-P.C-H-I-N. And Jona­
than Scott (Myrtle Beach, SC) visited Florence, 
Italy, to see the statue of David (#51) by 
Donatello. 

Did everybody get the Jefferson Memorial 
(#65)? Ken Hayden (Carpentersville, IL) en­
tered, "Lincoln Memorial (seen from the side 
. .. sneaky!)." Ken also sneaked in a whole 
bunch of other wrong answers. 

Henry Hsieh (Erie, PA) looked at 
and entered, "A jar of ink or nose drops." We 
gave you credit for the ink, Henry. Just don't 
get them mixed up the next time you're con­
gested. 

New Jersey (#5) isn't as prominent a state as 
its residents would like to believe. Warren Zane 
(Honolulu, HI) said it was Alaska, and Henry 
Schneider (San Rafael, CA) called it an inkblot. 

Eric Wade (Jarnez Springs, NM), if you had 
won, you would have won only $99.01 worth of 
goods instead of the usual $100 worth. Your en­
try arrived with nine cents postage due. 

"I think I would like to have: Accu-Shapes, 
Higher Graphics, and Marauder, or a combina­
tion thereof," wrote Rick Anderson (Milwau­
kee, OR). "But don't quote me until I've lost!" 
Consider yourself quoted, Rick. 

Poor Sirius Software. Although most peo­
ple recogniz.ed Sirius's Grud (#54), other guesses 
included Dumbo the Elephant, Topo Gigio 
(from the Ed Sullivan Show), and E.T. But the 
most daring contestant of all was Jeff "So sue 
me" Neyhart (Kingston, NY), who had the au­
dacity to identify the Grud as "the .man from 
Broderbund's ads." Attorneys for either com­
pany can find Jeff (probably the only TRS-80 
user subscribing to Softalk) on Saturdays root­
ing for his favorite college football team, the 
University of Michigjln Buckeyes. 

In case you're still' \\'.Ondering what the heck 
those shapes were, here are the answers: 

.. 
I. tire iron or lug ·wrench 
2. a hexagon (not a Rubik's cube!) 
3. can and bottle opener or church key 
4. wind-up alarm clock 
5. state of New Jersey 
6. digger from Apple Panic 
7. sinking ship Titanic 
8. cobra 
9. Coca-Cola bottle 
10. fleeing ghost from Pac-Man 
11. milk (or beverage) carton 
12. motorcycle 
13. ornithopter (from Synergistic Soft­

ware's Apventure to Atlantis 
14. bola bag or wineskin 
15. middle claw from BudgeCo's Raster 

Blaster 
16. Menorah 
17. tuning fork 
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