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Saint Patrick's Day is just around the cor­
ner, but before you go pouring yourself a 
Bailey's Irish Cream or sucking down a tall 
Bushmill 's, pull up a stool and have a giggle or 
two with us. 

In honor of ol' Pat the patron saint, we're 
going to have some fun with limericks. You 
know what a limerick is, don't you? It's a light 
five-line verse that serves no other purpose than 
to be cute or humorous (depending on your 
sense of humor). 

Limericks first appeared in England more 
than one hundred fifty years ago as a party 
game. The idea was to make up a nonsense five­
line rhyme, after the recitation of which every­
one sang a chorus that ended with the line, 
"Won't you come up to Limerick?" 

Well, parties like that tend to have a lot of 
drinking going on, and the more the spirits 
flowed, the more the spirits flew. Party animals 
of the Victorian variety. The drunker they got, 
the bawdier and sillier the verses became. 

Of course, if we were just to have you all 
send in your favorite limericks, that would be 
boring. Besides, the unwritten laws of good 
taste would prohibit our printing most of them. 
So here's the catch: each limerick must contain 
at least one reference to a product or its manu­
facturer that is advertised in this issue. Here's an 
example from our last limerick contest: 

My wife spent last week in the loft. 
I know she's alive; she just coughed. 

She has found no new suitor; 
It 's that Apple computer. 

I'm afraid that she's gone micro soft. 
-Eric Marks (Mount Tabor, NJ) 

My brother, named Ed, had a fight 
For a woman whose honor was bright. 

Asked he, "Was I wrong 
To ring that guy's gong?" 

"No," I said, "Ed, you were right." 
-Mike Leavitt (Reston, VA) 

The first example spells it right out in the 
last two words (Microsoft). Perfectly 1egal. 

The second one virtually requires you to 
read the last line out loud to get the company's 
name (Edu-Ware). Also legal, and a bit more 
subtle. 

The subject of your limerick is up to you. It 
can be funny, witty, punny, or just plain silly. 
Clue: a good way to win is by making yours 
stand out in the crowd. Get crazy! 

Limericks will be judged on cleverness, 
jazziness, and general toughness in figuri~g out 
what product or company you refer to in the 
limerick. 

The winner of this contest will win $100 in 
booty made by advertisers in this issue, and fi­
nalists will win a month's supply of Irish Spring. 

Also, be sure to include this coupon or a 
facsimile of it: 

I call meself: _________ _ 
My house is at: ___________ 
Village, state, zip: _________ 
Phone: ______________ 

If I win, I'd be so excited to have: ___ 

Send your entry to Softalk O'Con(nell)test, Box 
60, North Hollywood, CA 91603. All entries 
must be postmarked by April 15, 1983; those 
in green envelopes will receive priority con­
sideration. 
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program is right for you. And 
it will help to save you money 
along the way. 

Pick up The Book ofA tan" 
Software 1983 soon. It's not just 
the best consumer guide to 
Atari software. It's the only one. 

Using flow 
charts and working examples 
he discusses scoring, laser fire , 
and bomb drops in both single 
screen and scrolling games. 

This is the "must-have" book 
for anyone who wants to under­
stand and create a computer 
game. 	

PROFITABLE 

Hundreds of ways to save 
hundreds of dollars. 

The Book of FUN AND GAMES 
Atari Software 1983 PROJECTIONS
$19.95 Apple Graphics 

and Arcade Game Design WHAT IF... ? A Guide 
$19.95 

Attention Atari 400/800 or 
to Computer Modeling 

been famous for games, but 
2600 (VCS) owners. Atari has 

$19.95It's finally available. Every­
they also offer a broad selection thing you wanted to know about 
of software in other areas, creating arcade games - from 
such as Business, Education, Space Invaders to Pacman ­
and Word Processing. but didn't know who to ask. 

The Book ofAtari Software Jeffrey Stanton takes you 
1983 contains hundreds of from game concept through Lo­
incisive reviews. Each evalua- Res and Hi-Res color graphics 

tion features a concise descrip­ at the machine language level. 
tion of the program, plus a letter And he gives you a thorough 
grade rating system (A through grounding in the Apple's screen 
F), so you'll know at a glance architecture and the ad van ­GREAT REVIEWS 
whether or not a particular tages of bit-mapped design. 

The Book of 
Apple Software 1983 
$19.95 

Software can be a significant Almost every 
investment. But many times practical or business application 
it's difficult to compare similar of computers involves a complex programs to find exactly the scheme of projections called program you want . 

a model. Enter The Book ofApple WHAT IF .. ? tells you Software 1983. It's the only about these powerful programs source that evaluates (not just m terms that even the new lists) hundreds of programs computer-user can understand. available for Apple micro­
You get a general explanation computers. 
of model building, a comparison Each evaluation is written 

....-------------------------------------------------­Available at computer stores everywhere or directly from 	 Total amount enclosed $ . (California residents 

by an expert in the type of 
program being reviewed, be it 
Accounting, Education , Word 
Processing or Games. So you 
get top-notch, impartial 
information. 

Not only does each evalua­
tion tell you all the hard facts 
(like price, hardware require­
ments, language, etc), it also 
gives you a letter grade (A 
through F) in categories like 
Ease of Use, Reliability, and 
Value for Your Money. 

THE BOOK COMPANY. 
0 The Book of Apple Software 1983, $19.95. 
0 The Book of Atari Software 1983, $19.95. 
0 Apple Graphics and Arcade Game Design, $19.95. 
0 WHAT IF ... ? A Guide to Computer Modeling, $19.95. 
(Place quantity in box 1f ordering more than one of each title.) 

Visa, MasterCard, Check or Money Order accepted. 

0 Visa# 	 (expiration date) 

of the most popular modeling 
packages on the market (like 
VisiCalc and SuperCalc ), and all 
the tools you need to build your 
own modeling programs. So 
you' 11 be able to create models 
for everything from real estate 
analyses to cash flow projections 
for your own company. 

c%E ~OOK ~OMPANY 

A Division of Arrays, Inc . 

add 6% sales tax. Postage will be paid by THE BOOK COMPANY.) 

City _ _____________________ 


State______________Zip ______ 


0 MasterCard# (expiration date) 	 Mail to: THE BOOK COMPANY. (Dept. AS), 11223 South 
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What we have here is Todd " Frosty" Harris (right) grabbing his Oracle'82 Part 2 loot from Tom Kappel of 
Kappel's Computer Store (Belleville, IL). The loot didn't last long; Harris traded it for Castle 
Wolfenstein, Bug Attack, and Prisoner 2. 

1: Si 
1: �I�~� S 

Stop right there! Don't you be skipping over 
to Assembly Lines, or All About Applesoft, or 
the reviews. Kick off your shoes, open a bottle 
of pop, and get set for this month's action­
packed issue by reading the Contest Winners 
section first. Some of your fellow readers de­
serving of recognition are here, and it's only po­
lite to read their names before all those op­
codes, mnemonics, and gosubs. 

What's in a Name? Back in December, 
when the Oracle contest was announced, we 
promised that the winner of the overall contest 
would win "Apple's next personal computer." 
At the time, people were guessing: "Super II? 
Two-A nd Then Some? Apple IV?" If it's not 
dear by now, that's an Apple Ile. Sure, we con­
sidered awarding the new Lisa computer (ten 
thousand bucks? Hey, no problem!), but how 
many games can you play on that thing, any­
way? There's no such thing as Lisardry, lisa­
lifter, or even Lisa Wolfenstein. Mouskattack, 
maybe. 

With a prize such as the coveted Ile at stake, 
it seemed only appropriate to open the annual 
contest with something related to Apple's new 
baby. If you had done any kind of loitering in 
Apple stores, at A pple fairs; or at an Apple 
magazine that's based in North Hollywood, 
you would have known that the new baby _was 
due early in the year. 

It was no big secret; the labor pains and 
short panting emanating from Cupertino could 
be sensed across the country for months in ad­
vance. It's a good thing A pple's not in charge of 
national security-Ivan would be on us in a 
flash. 

And So It Began. Entries poured in by the 
hundreds. We were so anxious to see who won 
that five of our mail deliverers and one post of­
fice guard dog are now in intensive care (send 
get-well cards to Softalk Sick Bay, Box 60, 
NoHo, CA 91603). 

Just a handful of people were able to pre­
dict the date of Apple's big day, but Larry Vir­
den (Reynoldsburg, OH) was the one the Ran­
dom Number Generator liked best. How'd you 
do it, Larry? 

"I just had a feeling it would be somewhere 
in the middle of January. The nineteenth was 
the middle day of the middle week, so I picked 
that day," says Virden, taking his prediction in 
stride. 

Virden wins $100 worth of prizes made by 
our advertisers, and he plans to blow it on ei­
ther ASC!l Express: The Professional or one­
seventh of a Hayes Smartmodem 1200. 

Though Virden is off to a good start, wheth­
er he goes on to win an Apple Ile in the end has 
yet to be seen; he's predicting that the Oscar for 
Best Actress will go to Drew Barrymore for her 
performance in ·E.T. The Extra-Terrestn'al. 

But then, anything can happen in Or­
acle '83. 

Clueless. For all those who predicted with 
conviction that "there ain't gonna be no new 
computer" in 1983, well, what can we say? Un­
der normal circumstances, we would sympa­
thize with you and reconsider our ruthless scor­
ing system (you lose 365 points). But we warned 
you! And if you don't like it, then tough 
two-ees. 

Then there were those who predicted that 
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Apple would announce a new computer for '83 
but were way out in left field (June and later) 
with their guesses of when it would happen. Get 
serious, people-can't you see a clue right under 
your collective nose? 

As you may have noticed (after this part of 
the contest, we have our doubts that you did), 
the Oracle contest spreads over the course of a 
year. Each segment of the contest takes place 
during a different part of the year (National 
Collegiate Athletic Association Basketball 
Championships, Academy Awards, Kentucky 
Derby, and so on). And what do you know? We 
listed all the events in chronological order. 

Since Apple's announcement was the first 
part of this contest, doesn't it seem likely that it 
should happen toward the beginning of the 

year? Sure does. Now, before you go off to a 
corner mumbling, "I'm such a fenderhead," just 
remember that you still have a chance in the re­
maining six parts. 

That is, unless you predicted that Ted Ken­
nedy would announce his candidacy, or the 
Boston Celtics would win the NCAA tourna­
ment, or Slipshod Software would make the 
most Top Thirty appearances, or. ... 

Phantom Contest. Last January, Softalk 
was in a dam generous mood, and we decided 
to draw four hundred names at random from 
our subscription list. These four hundred lucky 
people will each win a 1983 Chrysler Cordoba 
and a year's supply of Eskimo Pies. And now 
for the winners. 

But wait! What's this? A six-foot, beer-

�1�~�1�\�I�~�~�(� 
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guzzling, M&M-munching penguin has just 
crashed through Sofia/k's front doors in a 
bumper car (how he got past our barbed-wire 
fences and guard dogs, we'll never know) and 
handed us the following bulletin: 

GENEVA, IL-Deep in the icy confines of 
their Geneva home, an allegedly innocent (and 
that is "alleged") flock of penguins recently 
was inundated by what appeared to be thou­
sands of pieces of computer paper, file cards, 
note paper, and any other surface that could 
hold a scrap of writing. Some sixteen hundred 
fifty names rained down upon the flightless 
ones, who had to call out for pizza and beer to 
weather the storm. 

The paper blizzard consisted of entries to 
the "Anything But Smokey" contest, in which 



ARE 10IJ STILL LETTING 10IJR PRINTER TIE UP10IJR COMPUTER? �

While your printer is running, your 
computer is tied up. You can't use it 
for processing, computing, data entry. 
Nothing. All you can do is twiddle 
your thumbs until the program is 
finished. 

Pretty ridiculous. 

MICROBUFFER "ALLOWS YOU �
TO PRINT AND PROCESS �

SIMULTANEOUSLY. �
You just dump your printing data 
directly to Microbuffer, whoosh!, and 
continue processing. No waiting. 

Microbuffer accepts data as fast as 
your computer can send it. It stores 
the data in its own memory buffer 
then takes control of your printer. 

It's that easy. 

THERE IS AMICROBUFFER 
ESPECIALLY FOR YOUR APPLE. 

Microbuffer II Oust one in the full line 
of Microbuffers) is designed to be 
specifically compatible with an Apple II 

computer. An intelligent interface card 
with up to 32K of RAM for data buffer­
ing, Microbuffer II features on-board 
firmware for text formatting and 
advanced graphics dump routines. 
Both serial and parallel models have 
energy-efficient low power consump­
tion coupled with a high data transfer 
rate. Print formatting functions include 
Basic listing formatter, self-test, buffer 
zap, text screen dump, fully program­
mable control characters and 
transparent and maintain modes ­

to name only a few. 
Microbuffer II is simple to install ­

being slot-independent, it slips directly 
inside the Apple II in any slot except 
zero. The 16K model is priced at $259 
and the 32K, at $299. 

Other Microbuffer models include 
Microbuffer/ E for Epson printers and a 
stand-alone, in-line Microbuffer unit to 
untie virtually any computer/printer 
combination. 

MICROBUFFER FROM �
PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS. �

So what are you waiting for? Write to 
us for more information or ask your 
dealer for a demonstration. 

When you see how much freedom 
Microbuffer will allow, you'll 
understand why it's so silly to be 
without one. 

PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS, INC.™ 
31245 LA BAYA DRIVE 
WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA 91362 
(213) 991-8200 

MICROBUFFER FREES COMPUTERS. 
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STATISTICS 
PURE AND SIMPLE 

NEW 
STATS PLUS $200.00 
Complete General Statistics Package 
Research Data Base Management 
Design and Restructure Your Files 
Count, Search, Sort, Review/ Edit 
Add, Delete, Merge Files 
Compute Data Fields, Create Subfiles 
Interface with other HSD programs 
Produce Hi Res Bargraphs, plots 
1-5 Way Crosstabulation 
Descriptive Statistics for all Fields 
Chi-Square, Fisher Exact. Signed Ranks 
Mann-Whitney, Kruskal-Wallis, Rank Sum 
Friedman Anova by Ranks 
10 Data Transformations 
Frequency Distribution 
Correlation Matrix, 2 Way Anova 
r, Rho, Tau, Partial Correlation 
3 Variable Regression, 3 I-Tests 

ANOVA II $150.00 
Complete Analysis of Variance Package 
Analysis of Covariance, Randomized Designs 
Repeated Measures, Split Plot Designs 
1 to 5 Factors, 2 to 36 Levels Per Factor 
Equal N or Unequal N, Anova Table 
Descr iptive Statistics, Marginal Means 
Cell Sums of Squares, Data File Creation 
Data Review/ Edit, Data Transformations 
File Combinations. All Interactions Tested 
High Resolution Mean Plots, Bargraphs 

HSDREGRESS $99.95 

Complete Multiple Regression Analysis 
Up to 25 Variables, 300 Cases/Variable 
Correlation Matrices, Descriptive Statistics 
Predicted & Residual Scores, File Creation 
Regression an Any Subset of Variables 
Regression on Any Order of Variables 
Hi-Res Scatterplot & Residual Plot 
Keyboard or Disk Data Input 
Case x Case Variable x Variable Input 

Th e Human Systems Dynamics Stat1s t1cs Senes 
o ffers you 1Jexibil1 ty, accu ra cy, an d ease o f use. 
You can purchase from the HSO sfa r1s rics spe· 
c1al1s rs with co mp/ere co nfidence Any program 
that doesn't swt your needs can be returned 
w1rh.n 10 days /o r full refund. 

Apple II , 48K 1 or 2 Disk Drives 
3.3. DOS, ROM Applesoft 

Call (2 13) 993-8 536 to Order 
or Write: �

HUMAN SYSTEMS DYNAMICS �
9010 Reseda,Blvd ., Suite 22 2 �

Northridge, CA 91324 

�V�I�~� --
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contestants sent in their suggestions for naming 
the Penguin Software mascot. Entries ranged 
from minuscule squares of lined notebook 
paper to practically a whole forest's worth from 
an entire school district in Pennsylvania. After 
much squawking and debating, the Penguins 
reached a consensus. 

Ahem! The envelope, please .. . and the 
winnah is: Preston Penguin, submitted by 
Thomas F. Bailey (San Diego, CA). 

While chosen for its congenial sound, the 
name Preston arrived with some explanation 
from Bailey, which bears repeating. " ... be­
cause it evokes the mental image of Sergeant 
Preston of the Yukon (although not of his faith­
ful sled dog, King), another cold weather fighter 
of crime and corruption. I suspect that a num­
ber of people will have a similar brainstorm, 
and therefore request that you go by the ear­
liest postmark of entry rather than using the 
awesome So/talk RNG." 

Actually, Tom, you were the only one to 
suggest Preston. Obviously the rest of the world 
is not as warped as you seem to think. 

The runners-up were, in order, Maynard the 
Penguin, Warren T. Penguin, Phelps Penguin, 
John Paul Penguin, Waddlesworth, Sir Ice du 
Berg, and Percival (not Percy). Maynard was 
submitted by three different people: Richard D. 
Jeffrey (Sparks, NV), Paul Aoki (Cupertino, 
CA), and Keith W. Higgins (Schertz, TX). War­
ren T. was the offering of Ken Hendricks 
(Grand Rapids, Ml) . 

Phelps was submitted by Stewart E. Smith 
(Little Rock, AR), along with slogans, explana­
tions, and an address to send "my shirt and 
directions on selecting my $100 in software." At 
least the shirt will find its way to your home, 
Stu. John Paul Penguin came from Charles E. 
Jones (Brunswick, OH), for obvious reasons. 
Waddlesworth sprang from the fertile mind of 
Eric and Sue Huffman (Santa Clara, CA). 

Sir Ice du Berg was "Penguin name #17" 
from B. A. Thale, A.P.O. Miami. Percival 
was one of the most common (along with Sher­
lock) of the entries that made it to the final 15­
it was sent in by Susan Stamm (Grove City, 
PA), Lou Briscoe (Saint Charles, MO), Mi­
chael Lempert (Haddonfield, NJ), Paige Wait 
(Eldridge, IA), Steven Peterson, Jr. (Palmdale, 
CA), Jack English (Piscataway, NJ), Dan Fine­
man (Los Angeles, CA), John Goldie (Steam­
boat Springs, CO), and Keith Gonzales (New 
York, NY). 

All of the above-mentioned should wait 
breathlessly by their mailboxes for the Preston 
Penguin T-shirt to arrive-as soon as we get 
them made! 

There was a host of other interesting names 
plus a number of rather boring ones. Among 
the other finalists were Sherlock, Otis, Elwood, 
Pinkerton, Drake, Diogenes ("Show me an 
honest man ... "), Iona, Agent Pengo, Pat 
Pending, Max, Sir Fishalot (Penguin name #14 
from guess who ...), Parry, Fred, Payfer, and 
Paraquat. 

To all of those (and God knows there were a 
lot of you!) who submitted either "Penny" or 
" Pokey," please go stand in the corner and 

write "I will try to be more original next time" 
one thousand times on the nearest blackboard. 
And remember not to move your feet whil e 
you're doing it, regardless of the location of 
aforesaid blackboard. 

To some contest entrants the notion of a 
solitary penguin on the forefront of the piracy 
wars seemed too much to bear . . . so they of­
fered sidekicks, including (of all things) a bear! 
That notable twosome was Zarsky & Dutch, 
Dutch being the quadrupedal member of the 
team. And then there was that terrible duo of 
Captain Penguin and his backup, Mini 
Diskette. 

The award for best sound effects goes to 
John Schaller (Bridgewater, NY), who suggest­
ed the name Protecto the Penguin. His letter 
ended with, "P.S. Remember, Protecto the Pen­
guin says 'frnk frnk .' ..."No, John, that's not 
what the penguins around here say; they say, 
"I'm going out for M&Ms" or "Where's the 
coffee?" 

One wag, a David Hoover (Toledo, OH), 
tried Payforit the Penguin. Another, Pete Ber­
mel (Great Falls, VA), tried "Mule Penguin." 
His primary reason? "Mules do not repro­
duce!" 

A frightening number of people seemed to 
have missed the point entirely, however, and 
submitted names such as Pirate, Pilfer, Lafitte, 
Blackbeak, Jailbird, and (gasp!) Jim Jones. 
The less said about these deviants, the better. 

One other frightening trend in the response 
to the name-the-penguin contest was the num­
ber of double-enten.dres, intentional or other­
wise. Some of the things people seemed to be 
suggesting sent the Geneva Penguins into a 
terrified huddle from which they were coaxed 
only with the greatest of exhortations and sev­
eral six-packs. 

To wit Paddle the Penguin (ouch), Poach the 
Penguin (ouch, ouch), Pirate the Penguin (con­
vulse, convulse), Usurp the Penguin, Pilfer the 
Penguin (hey, lemme go!), Paraquat the Pen­
guin (choke, wheeze, gag), Boot the Penguin (no 
kicka me 'round, eh?), Snatch the Penguin, 
Punch the Penguin (says you, fella!), Muffie the 
Penguin (a popular notion, we're sure ...), 
Prosecute the Penguin (for what?!), Chuck the 
Penguin (from the fourth floor, undoubtedly), 
Shoplift the Penguin, Jam the Penguin (oooh, 
our favorite is strawberry), Fire the Penguin 
(what'd I do, what'd I do?), Pet the Penguin (a 
wonderful idea), Putty the Penguin (silly), Puff 
the Penguin, Freeze the Penguin (a ludicrous 
suggestion at best), and Judge the Penguin (got 
that one backward, didn't you?). 

From the folks here at Penguin, many 
thanks for your participation. We all enjoyed 
reading the en tries and were suitably over­
whelmed by the response. Stay tuned for the 
further adventures of Preston Penguin. Re­
member, only you can help prevent software 
piracy. 

We now return you to your local magazine. 
Let's see, where were we? We had a list of 

four hundred subscribers for some reason . Oh, 
well-it couldn't have been very important. Till 
next month. . . . JI 



0 

D VISISCHEDULE D SUPERCALC D VISICALC D WORDSTAR D D.B. MASTER D MULTI PLAN D VISIFILE D dBASE 11 D 
= �
!.:: 
0::: 
0 
N 

D 
w 
c w 
ll.. 
j::: 
z 
w 
u 
D 

D 
w z 
:::i c 
<( 
w c 
D 
0::: 
w 
al 
�~� 
:::i 
u 
z 
0 
>­z 
<( 
u 
D 
w 
ii: 
ll.. 
w 
0::: 
ll.. 

D 

0 
�~� 
<( 
z 
w 
u 
I/) 

I 
>­
0::: c 
0::: 
<( 
N 

�~� 
D 
0::: 
w 
c z 
<( 
�~� 
�~� 
0 
u 
w z 
�~� 
! 
�~� 
uw 
�~� 

<( 

I"'" 
m 
-t 
-t 
m 
;:icJ ,, 
m 
;:icJ..., 
m 
n 
-t 

D 

�~� 
,, 
l'.l"I 
;:icJ..., 
m 
n 
-t 

D ..., 
I"'" 
m 

�~� 
)> 
z 
(;) 
m 
;:icJunless you can ''test,, it first. 
0 

)> 

co 

+ 
United Computer's SOFTWARE RENTAL LIBRARY D 

... the nation's largest, now RENTS The Most Popular Software Available n 
I/) 

;:icJ 
mat 153 of manufacturers' retail price* m z 

You could spend hundreds of dollars for software that may be " unfriendly' or inadequate �~� 
=ifor your specific applications. United Computer's SOFTWARE RENTAL program eliminates the m 
;:icJ 

guess work, and insures that the choice you make is the right one for you . ,,
;:icJ 

If you decide to buy after you have tested 100% OF THE RENTAL CHARGE WILL APPLY Q 
m

TOWARDS PURCHASE. All rentals are for 7 DAYS. Simply return software within 7 days, and �~� 

rent another . . . and another ... and another, until you find the right software for your o 
business or entertainment applications. 

z> 
I"'" 

D 
There are now 2 different plans to choose from: 

Join the Game Group for only $50.00 
per year and receive your first computer 
game rental FREE. Then rent as many 
games as you like for only 15% of Mfrs. 
Sugg. Retail Price.* Minimum order, 3 game rentals 

Join the Business Group for only �~� 

$125.00 per year and receive your first 
rental FREE. Then rent as many business 

�~� 
:I: 

0 
application programs as you like for only 
15% of Mfrs. Sugg. Retail Price.* 
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CIDREMEMBER, THESE ARE NOT DEMOS, BUT ORIGINAL 
I"'" 

I/)UNRESTRICTED SOFTWARE PROGRAMS ,, 
m 

I"'"(complete with manuals in original manufacturers' packages) 
m 
I"'" 
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To Immediately Order, or for more information: �~� 
Money Orders or credit cards Toll Free CALL 1-800 992-7777 �~� 

Ill 1:w:J �~In California CALL 1-800 992-8888 
Checks allow 2 weeks In L.A. County CALL 1-213 823-4400 �~� ,, 

*plus postage and handling. Some programs may require 4-6 weeks delivery. O 
-t 
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1b Do It Right. �
To make a Winchester disk for just Apple®II. 

That's how we set out to design our hard disk for 
the Apple®II. To understand the needs of serious 
users and programmers, and to correct the errors 
of our predecessors. 

You want user-friendliness. So we wrote hard disk 
versions of Apple DOS, CP/M® and Pascal that 
are highly user-friendly and loaded with 
useful features. 

D Auto-boot hard disk 
D Menu-driven utilities 
D Single-keystroke program execution in DOS 
D Disk search with wild cards, and many more 

You want flexibility. So we made every 
feature variable. 

D From I to 16 operating systems on each disk 
D Operating system spaces grow as needed 
D Slot independence 
D Variable size volumes (to 400K in DOS) 
D Mountable and unmountable volumes (even in CP/M) 
D Custom DOS allowed 

You want reliability. We use the leading drive. 
And Corona's unique data protection technology. 

D DataGuard™ 32-bit error correction code 
D Fail Safe™ read-after-write and automatic bad-sector reallocation 
D 2-level impact-protection packaging 

You want low-cost backup. So we wrote backup 
utilities that make floppy backup convenient. 

D File compacting to reduce the number of floppies 
D Volume selective backup in all operating systems 
D Automatic diskette sequencing to ease floppy handling 

You want compatibility. We maximize compati­
bility with existing software and peripheral cards. 

D 9K interface card leaves main memory untouched 
D Interrupts are allowed 
D Boot protected floppies from slot 6 without removing hard disk 
D Automatic slot/drive to hard disk remapping 

And you want support. We do that right too. 
D Hardware depot service in every region �
D Software theft-protection on the hard disk �

Compare the features that matter to you. 
And visit our local dealer or distributor for 
a demonstration. You'll see the difference 
specialization makes. 

Corona Starfire™- The Winchester Disk for Apple II 

$2.)t; I 5 MB $2. 5 I 10 MB 
(All software included. Pascal not needed for CP/M.) 

$219.5 $269.5 

- corona. �
The Third Generation Microcomputer Company 

Corona Data Systems· 31324 Via Colinas, Section 110, Westlake Village, CA 91361 • 213-706-1505 
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Fastalk is your quick guide to popular, special­

ized, or classic software. Programs appearing in Fas­
talk must meet one or more of the following criteria: 
(I) equal or surpass in sales the least-selling program 
to appear on any of the current bestseller lists; (2) re­
late to a specialized subject area and be in general dis­
tribution (more specialized packages and areas will be 
included as Fastalk matures); (3) be new and of pro­
fessional quality (such programs will be carried for 
one month only-after that, they must meet other cri­
teria for inclusion); (4) stand out as extraordinary. 

Designation as a classic is noted by a bullet pre­
ceding a program's title. 

Where opinion is expressed, So/talk has seen the 
software in question; the date of Sofia/k's review, if 
any, is given at the end of the item. 

Softalk may arbitrarily omit any package from 
Fastalk, whether or not it meets the foregoing criteria. 

Adventure 
•Adventure. Crowther, Woods. The original text ad­

venture, created on mainframe, contributed to by 
many over a long time. Very logical within fantasy 
framework, excellent puzzles, maps; complex, con­
voluted, and great. Several publishers: Microsoft, 
10700 Northup Wy., Bellevue, WA 98004. $28.95. 
Apple, 20525 Mariani Ave., Cupertino, CA 95014. 
$35. Frontier Computing, Box 402, 666 N. Main, 
Logan, UT 84321. $10. 

•Cyborg. �Berlyn. Text adventure with brief action 
skill game hidden in plot. As a futuristic cyborg, 
you're lost in a strange forest, desperately needing 
food and power. In its realism and use of true plot, 
it represents one of the most significant advances in 
adventuring since the original Adl'enture. Sentient, 
Box 4929, Aspen, CO 81612. $32.95. ll /81. 

Deadline. Blank, Lebling. Episode one in a projected 
series of murder mysteries by the authors of Zork. 
Interrogate, accuse, make transcripts. Includes in­
spector's casebook, lab report. Text. lnfocom, 55 
Wheeler St., Cambridge, MA 02138. $49.95. 8/ 82. 

Escape �from Rungistan. Blauschild. Graphics ad­
venture with some animated real-time puzzles. 
Espionage theme. Sirius, 10364 Rockingham Dr., 
Sacramento, CA 95827. $29.95. 8 /82. 

•Hi-Res �Adventure #1: Mystery House. Williams. 
Whodunit in a Victorian mansion. First adventure 
with pictures. 2-word parser with logical compre­
hension. Sierra On-Line, Sierra On-Line Building, 
Coarsegold, CA 93614. $24.95. 

Hi-Res Adventure #2: The Wizard and the Princess. 
Williams, Williams. Attempt to rescue princess 
from vengeful wizard. First graphic adventure in full 
color. Sierra On-Line, Sierra On-Line Building, 
Coarsegold, CA 93614. $32.95. I I / 80. 

Mask of the Sun. A unique animated graphic quest 
with full though sometimes frustrating parsing. 
Moving from room to room involves seeing scen­
ery along the way go by-a graphics breakthrough 
with nice puzzles. Ultrasoft, 24001 S.E. 103rd St., 
Issaquah, WA 98027. $39.95. JJ / 82. 

•Prisoner 2. Mullich. Totally relandscaped but loyal 
version of original game: full-color hi-res graphics 
added, puzzles reworded, obstacles expanded. So­
phisticated and difficult exercise in intimidation 
with elements of satire. Escape from an island re­
quires player to solve logical puzzles, overcome ob­
stacles, and answer riddles. Excellent computer fare; 
nothing else like it. Edu-Ware, Box 22222, Agoura, 
CA 91301. $32.95. The Prisoner, 3/ 81; Prisoner 2, 
10/82. 

• S.A.G.A. Series. Adams. Scott Adams's proto­
typical adventures-12 in all-spruced up with 100­
color graphics and Votrax vocals. Fun, not always 
logical, very story-oriented series. Each adventure 
has its own theme and often exotic locale. They map 
small but score big on imagination. Adventure Intl., 
Box 3435, Longwood, FL 32750. $29.95 each. 

Sherwood Forest. Holle, Johnson. Dating game in 
legendary times. In premiere Softoon adventure 
featuring neat UltraRes graphics, Robin Hood 
woos Maid Marian all the way to the honeymoon. 
Go for it. Phoenix Software, 64 Lake Zurich Dr., 
Lake Zurich, IL 60047. $34.95. 

Starcross. Science fiction prose adventure that comes 
wrapped in a flying saucer. Set in the year 2186, 
main puzzle is to discover raison d'etre of mini world 
asteroid. Likable, engaging. Infocom, 55 Wheeler 
St., Cambridge, MA 02138 ..$39.95. JJ / 82. 

Swordthrust Series. Set of adventures, seven so far, 
that integrate fantasy role playing. Create one char­
acter, make new friends in each adventure, battle 
monsters and achieve goals together. Good stories, 
fun to map. Vocabulary no mystery but puzzles are. 
Single character goes through all . CE Software, 801 
73rd St., Des Moines, IA 50312. Number I pre­
requisite for rest. Each adventure, $29.95. 8/ 82. 

Time Zone. Williams, Williams. "Microepic" hi-res 
adventure featuring ten periods from past and fu­
ture history all over world and universe on six 
double-sided disks. Good puzzles, many dangers. 
Sierra On-Line, Sierra On-Line Building, Coarse­
gold, CA 93614. $99.95. 1 / 82. 

Transylvania. Antiochia. Some of best graphics ever 
in a hi-res adventure. Excellent puzzles and logic­
no unfair tricks. Enjoyable. Penguin, 830 4th Ave., 
Geneva, IL 60134. $34.95. 10/82. 

Zork I. Part one of mainframe adventure; under­
stands complete compound sentences and ques­
tions. Simultaneous manipulation of objects. Text, 
but so what. Infocom, 55 Wheeler St., Cambridge, 
MA 02138. $39.95. 6/ 8I. 

Zork II. Lebling, Blank. Zork comes into its own. 
Great text adventure technique and communica­
tion. Infocom, 55 Wheeler St., Cambridge, MA 
02138. $39.95. 3/ 82. 

Zork III. Lebling, Blank. Text lives! A masterpiece of 
logic and a grand adventure to revel in. Hard, logi­
cal puzzle with unique point system. Benevolence 
conquers. Infocom, 55 Wheeler St. , Cambridge, 
MA 02138. $39.95. 9/ 82. 

Business 
Accounting Plus II. Integrated package: general 

ledger, accounts receivable and payable, and inven­
tory-purchasing modules. Basic and machine lan­
guage. Menu-driven; prompting. Software Dimen­
sions, 6371 Auburn Blvd., Citrus Heights, CA 
95610. $1,250. 

Accounting Plus Ile. Stripped and rebuilt to take ad­
vantage of all Ile functions. General ledger, $450; ac­
counts receivable and payable, $350 each; package, 
$995. Software Dimensions, 6371 Auburn Blvd., 
Citrus Heights, CA 95610. 

Apple II Business Graphics. Converts numerical da­
ta into a variety of charts and graphs. Features 
mathematical and statistical functions. 64K. Apple, 
20525 Mariani Ave., Cupertino, CA 95104. $175. 

BPI System. Popular five-module business package; 
programs also available separately. Includes general 
ledger (a bestseller), accounts receivable, accounts 
payable, payroll, inventory control, and job cost­

ing. Apple, 20525 Mariani Ave., Cupertino, CA 
95014. $395 each; job costing, $595. 

Computer Programmed Accountant. Five-module 
package: general ledger (very popular), accounts re­
ceivable, accounts payable, payroll, and property 
management. All other modules post automatically 
to general ledger. Continental, 11223 S. Hindry 
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90045. $1,495; separate 
modules: $250 each; property management: $495. 

The Data Factory. Passauer. Database management 
system allows listing files, getting file statistics, 
transferring records, and adding fields to update 
forms. Disk swapping required; excellent product 
overall. Several compatible products available. Mi­
cro Lab, 2310 Skokie Valley Rd., Highland Park, IL 
60035. $150. 8/ 81. 

dBase II. Speedy relational database management 
system. Requires SoftCard. Ashton-Tate, 9929 W. 
Jefferson Blvd., Culver City, CA 90230. $700. 

DB Master. Comprehensive database management 
system with password protection, extensive report 
creation options. 1,000 characters per record. Stone­
ware, 50 Belvedere St., San Rafael, CA 94901. $229. 
10/81. 

DB Master Utility Pak I and Utility Pak II. Com­
patible with version III. It translates DB files to Ap­
ple text, restructures existing files, replicates and 
merges, and recovers crashed files. II includes ac­
cessory disk with label printer, global editor, file 
merge, reblock er, and forms printer. Stoneware, 50 
Belvedere St., San Rafael, CA 94901. $99 each. 

Executive Briefing System. Nifty business graphics 
package for preparing color slides, graphs, and 

TAXMAN-83 �
An Interactive TAX MANagement Program for �

VisiCalc™&Super Cale™Users �

TAXMAN·83 provides you with the capability to easily calculate your 
1982 taxes by using the already proven VisiCalc™ and SuperCalc™ 
electron ic spreadsheets. 

TAXMAN-83 prepares and prints 1982 individual income tax returns. 

TAXMAN-83considers all tax alternatives, computes the lowest tax 
possible, tests reasonableness and tells you which forms are 
necessary for filing. 

TAXMAN·83 includes the following forms/schedules: Federal 1040; 
Schedules A, 8, C, D, E. F, G, R, RP, SE, ES, U, W; Forms 11 16, 
2106,2119,2210, 2440,2441 ,3468, 3903,4136,4137,4255, 4562, 
4563,4625, 4684,4797, 4798,4835, 4952, 4970,4972,5329,5544, 
5695, 5884, 6249, 6251 , 6252,6478, 6765, 6781; Tax schedules X, 
YS, YJ, Z; Tax tables;Sales tax tables for all states. 

TAXMAN-83 is now available for most microcomputers utilizing 
VisiCalcTM or SuperCalcTM. 

PRICED AT ONLY 

$95.00 �
Call: 1-205-533-7590 

..�c�1�~�i�s�~�~�&�1�N�G� 

... INTERNATIONAL 
303 Wllllams Avenue, Huntsvllle, AL 35801 
011ec1 orders p lease add $4 00 !or sh1ppinGJhandhn9 and sales tax where applicable. 
V1stCalc is a trademark of VisrCorp SuperCalc is a 1rademark of SORClM Corporation 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE END OF THE 
MAZE CRAZE 

FOR APPLE AND ATARI ADD ONE DOLLAR FOR SHIPPING. 

VI SA • MASTERCARD • CHECK • COD ACCEPTED. 


TM designates trademark o f SIERRA ON-LIN E, INC. 
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