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CONTEST: forty 

Thousand Words 


Line up, troops! All you whiners who com­ the back moaning, "It's too hard; I can't do re­
plained that our last few contests were just too buses; give us an easier one; my brain hurts," sit 
hard, get down here in front and listen up. Lim­ down, clam up, and read on. 
ericks too tough for you, eh? Puns and ana­ The big clue to all this party-time action is 
grams too tricky? Well, this month we're get­ that each picture represents an Apple-related 
ting away from all the stuff that's supposed to company or product. For example, if we had a 
be good for the mind and stimulate the intellect. picture of some unlucky sap being chased by a 

April's contest is pure fun for fun's sake. If squad of attacking sandwiches, potato chips, 
you haven't already taken a peek at the pic­ and popcorn, you'd know without a doubt that 
tures on this page and on page 4, do so now and it's Snack Attack. 
report back when you're finished. What you see Or if we had a picture of a pen walking 
there is a whole mess of cute little drawings through a door marked "Entrance," you'd im­
created and compiled by a bleary-eyed art de­ mediately scream out, "Penguin Software!" Af­
partment. They're all a combination of rebuses ter everyone told you to shut up and quit acting 
(riddles in pictures), puns (the worse they are, like a fool, you'd explain, "Pen go in; Penguin!" 
the better they are), and charades (sounds All you have to do is write down what the 
like ...). picture says and what it refers to. For those still 

Your job, faithful ones, is to take a good confused, all you'd have to write for the first 
square look at the picture5 and figure out what example would be, "It's a person being at­
the heck they're trying to say. And whoever is in tacked by snacks; Snack Attack." Just writing 

1. 2. 3. 4. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

5. 6. 7. 8. 
21. 2Z. 23. 24. 25. 

26. 27. 28. 29. 30 

9. lO 11 12. 
31. 32. 33. 34. 35. 

13. 14. 15. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 
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Any home finance package w ill balance your 
checkbook. But to become the #1 best-seller 
you 've got to be something special. 

The Home Accountant"' is. 
It's the only one that prints a net worth 

statement and a personal finance statement. 
So you know exactly where you stand 
financially every day of the year. It w ill even 
print your checks, automatically. 

Not only that, The HomeAccountant"' lets you 
label every transaction.Just imagine sitting 
down to do your taxes and having every 
penny you've spent and earned neatly listed 
by category-and available at the touch of a 
button. It's an incredible time-saver. 

You can also create bar, line and trend 
analysis graphs for every category- in color. 
It's great for realistic budgeting. 1 

Sound amazing? Wait, there's more. 
Let's say you write a check to pay your 

Visa.The Home Accountant"' automatically 
debits your checking account and credits 
your Visa account. 

And it does this with every one of the two 
hundred* budget categories: credit cards, 
checking accounts, money markets,cash, rent 
checks, insurance payments-you customize 
your own financial package. 

Check out The Home Accountant"' soon. 
You 'll find it does a lot more than simply 
manage your money. 

It manages your 

*The Home Accountant"' is available for the 
Apple II/IBM Personal Computer/Atari 400/ 
800 Computers/Osborne/TRS 80 Model Ill/ 
Commodore VIC 64.The actual budget 
capacities will vary with each computer . 

• Continental 
Software 
A Division of Arrays, Inc. 
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For Seeds ... 
it's Burpee 

For Clothes... 
it's L.L. Bean 

Fot Gifts... 
it's Horchow 

and 
For Software... 

it's Strictly �
Soft �

Ware 
If you're tired of 

guessing about what the 
software does-and when it 
will arrive-let us help. 
Our free, industry-leading 
catalog is crammed with 
information about our full 
line of software, offered at 
sensational prices. Write us 
and find out why Strictly 
Soft Ware is the mail-order 
leader in price, support, 
and delivery. 

Unadvertised �
Specials �

Our werytlay prle111 are 1uper-lort. Bui our 
un1tkerliml 1peel1il, m11/11/ ti/redly to our 
eulfomefl, are un/Jellr11/Jle. One more r1110n 
wlty ff P1f1 to huy from $frlefly St>ll Wire. 

Strictly Solt Ware 1-800-848-5253 

r---------------,�To receive your free catalog right 
awa y, send this coupon to the address 
below. Do you want our 0 Apple or 
[J IBM Catalog? 

NAME �

STREET �

CITY STATE ZIP 

41 �S�O�~�T�A�L�~� �
down the company or product won't do. 

Now, in English: there are two things you 
have to write down for each picture. 

Simple? You bet. There's one hitch, how­
ever. What would an April contest be without 
the usual fool? Sofia/k's contest staff refused to 
be the fools again, so the dirty bunch of sneaks 
decided to turn the tables on you this time. The 
trick: how can you be sure all the pictures refer 
to a company or product? You can't. We won't 
tell you if they all do or not. And if they don't, 
we're not saying which ones or how many 
might be fake. (One? Ten? None of them? All of 
them?) That's your job. 

All of the pictures say something, that's for 
sure. But when you find one that's not a com­
pany or product, write down its translation fol­
lowed by, "Nyah, nyah, you can't make a fool 
out of me!" 

When you have your list filled out, send it in 
with a facsimile of the coupon on this page (any 
fools caught cutting up the magazine will find 
their entries at the bottom of the pile). 

Oh yeah, prizes. The person who submits the 

APRIL 1983 

entry with the most correct answers will win 
$101 in prizes made by our advertisers. The ex­
tra dollar is for having the guts to enter a con­
test like this. 

· In case of a tie, the mighty Softalk RFD 
(random fool designator) will designate one 
lucky soul as the Softalk Fool of the Month, 
who will foolishly walk off with all the loot, 
laughing all the �~�a�y� to the computer store. 

Address------------­

City, State, Etc. __________ 

Phone ____________�~� �

What I'd like as prizes �-�-�~�-�-�-�-�-

Send in your entry to Softalk Fools, Box 60, 
North Hollywood, CA 91li03, postmarked by 
May 15, 1983. :m 

••t �

.... grave 

�~ �(� 
.. I/_ 

�1�F�. �· �~�-�~� 
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pleased with Moore's use of the tools of the 
craft, but only moderately so. The resulting 
short story turned out to be nothing more than 
a bunch of concatenated strings, MaxSubhead­
Nums, and WriteLns. Contest Winners 

The Subheads Are Saved. Okay, we'll ad­
mit it. Writing short stories may not be as easy 
as solving droodles, writing limericks, or even 
counting turkeys. But look at it this way: the 
Save the Subheads contest in January's issue 
sure did weed out those who were looking for a 
fast and easy $100 prize. The contest was not 
one to be fooled with by the amateur entrant. 

It was an interesting sight. The same thou­
sands of turkey counters who took a chance 
with the November contest and the countless 
die-hards who entered the Oracle '83 contest 

which section of the magazine she's been 
reading.) 

"Then, I grouped the subheads that seemed 
to belong together on separate sheets of pa­
per," Oerman continues. "I worked on the story 
i tself for about an hour and a half every day for 
two weeks while I was at school waiting for my 
brother to finish his last class." She should have 
been using that time for studying, but who are 
we to judge? 

All that patience and hard work paid off for 
Oerman; she'll be heading down to the Mem-

Charles Shanes of Computer Concepts (Richmond, VA ) has been taken hostage by Charles and 
Elizabeth Lewis, winners of the Oracle '82 (overall) and Oracle '82 Part 5 contests respectively. 
Shanes eventually kept the loot, but gave Charles a Disk II drive and Elizabeth her demands in 
software. 

took one look at the January contest, shrugged 
their shoulders, scratched their heads, and 
walked away. 

Most of them. 
The ones who stuck around were the same 

ones who, after sitting through eighteen hours of 
Laverne and Shirley reruns, would take just a 
short popcorn break before settling back down 
for the uninterrupted version of The Winds of 
War. 

It wasn't an easy contest, nor was it an easy 
one to judge. Entries came in all sorts of forms: 
manuscript, screenplay, diary, and even one 
with artwork on its cover. 

Choosing one winner was difficult and not a 
coveted task. Truth is, we liked a lot of them, 
and fi nding the best one didn't seem possible. 

But it was possible to select Lisa Oerman 
(Muscatine, IA) as the Sofialk Subhead Short 
Story Wri ter fo r 1983. Oerman's story, The 
Sound of One Voice Talking, was the one that 
shined brighter than all the rest. 

Sharing her secret to winning the contest, 
Oerman told us that "first, I brought out all our 
Sofialks and wrote down all the subheads. I no­
ticed that there seemed to be a lot on the subject 
of flying and winning and losing." (Gee, guess 

ory Bank in nearby Bettendorf to pick up her 
prize. "Probably a word processor," she says 
with uncertainty. " We don't have a printer yet." 

Entries were judged on how many sub­
heads were used in relation to nonsubheads, 
how well subheads were connected to each 
other, the quality of the overall story, and how 
well subheads blended in with the rest of the 
sentence. Sofialk judges read carefully to make 
sure story writers weren't just throwing in sub­
heads at random and then forming sentences 
around them. Some of you had the nerve to do 
that and thought it would pass for a story. 
No way. 

Others plopped down just one or a handful 
of subs and wrote epic novels around them, 
hoping that it would reel in $JOO in prizes. 
Good try, but no dice. That would be like buy­
ing a box of chocolate chip cookies, a cheese­
cake, fifteen TV dinners, a gallon of fudge rip­
ple ice cream, and some fresh fruit and vegeta­
bles and saying you went on a health food shop­
ping spree. You're not fooling anyone. 

And Now, the Standouts. Ben Moore (Car­
pinteria, CA ) wins the Modesty Blaise Pascal 
award for his three entries generated by a Pas­
cal program. Monsieur Pascal would have been 

Lightning rarely strikes twice, but that 
didn't stop Susan " What's an F-stop?" West 
(Coolville, OH) from trying to win the contest 
by relating to us in her story how pleased she 
was to have won the Apples in History contest. 
" Winning [4 / 81 Jis better the second time around 
[I 1 / 80)," West had the gall to write. We agreed. 
But if we had let her win again, she'd probably 
have sent in the same underexposed pictures of 
her receiving her prize as she did last time. 

We're awarding two prizes this month. The 
$100 prize goes to Lisa Oerman, and a photo­
copy of a $100 check will go to Brian Warner 
(Rochester, IL) , who sent us the carbon copy of 
his entry, keeping the original for himself. The 
nerve of some people. 

For video fanatics, a look at satellite video 
offerings ten years in the future was offered by 
George "Mind in the Gutter" Bass (Williams­
burg, VA). On the Playboy channel, Playboy 
Video Magazine featured a pictorial, " The Girls 
of Sierra On-Line" (let's let old ads die grace­
full y, huh?) and Playmate of the Month Bam­
bi Mae Hopper, vice president of sales at 
VisiCorp. 

The highly coveted Sofialk Greenpeace 
award goes to Laura Hunt (Parkersburg, VA) 
for her dedication to the conservation of nat­
ural subhead resources. Wrote Hunt: "While 
writing my story, I found several subheads lead­
ing long and healthy lives. Others I met along 
the way seemed to be hermits; I knew of their 
existence only by their brief appearance over a 
long period of time. 

"For example, the error of our ways must 
have lived for at least a year, since it appeared in 
August 1981 (page JO) and again in July 1982 
(page 82). Still others lived their lives to the full­
est, seeing all they could, if only for a limited 
time. The real thing (April , May, and August 
1982) and Lord British (March and May 198 l) 
appeared several times during their short life 
spans. 

" Some reappeared in slightly disguised 
form , perhaps the result of some crippling dis­
ease or merely an escape from the pressures of 
subhead life. Some are old subheads in cos­
tume; others may, in fact, be new ones with a 
family resemblance to their ancestors." 

Kids' Korner. The following is an open let­
ter to the aspiring subhead saver supremes of 
the Farrell Area School District 

To everybody: thanks for the Valentine 
cards and stories. 

To Rhonda Zaborowski: the reason your 
dad wouldn't let you have any of the Jost and 
deserted animals you saw at the California farm 
is because those abused beasts were retired Sof 
talk writers gone crazy. 

To Ray Hajduk: where the heck did you get 
your boot knives, switchblade, .357 Magnum, 
and sawed-off shotgun? Is that what they're 
teaching you at school? Oh, well , at least you 

GOTO 184 



YOU WILL NMR AGAIN �
HAVE TO WASTE TIME �

WAITING FORYOUR PRINTER. �
MICROBUFFER "ALLOWS YOU �

TO PRINT AND PROCESS �
SIMULTANEOUSLY. �

Microbuffer will instantly increase 
your efficiency - and eliminate 
the frustration of waiting for your 
slowpoke printer. 

Now you can simply dump your 
printing data directly to Microbuffer 
and continue processing. 
Microbuffer accepts the data as 
fast as your computer can send . It 
stores the data in its own memory 
buffer, then takes control of your 
printer. 

THERE IS AMICROBUFFER �
FOR ANY COMPUTER/PRINTER�

COMBINATION. �

Whatever your system, there is a 
specific Microbuffer designed to 
accommodate it. 

FOR APPLE II COMPUTERS, 
Mircobuffer II features on-board 
firmware for text formatting and 
advanced graphics dump routines. 
Both serial and parllel versions 

have a power-efficient low­
consumption design. Special 
functions include Basic listing 
formatter, self-test, buffer zap, and 
transparent and maintain modes. 
The 16K model is priced at $259 
and the 32K, at $299. 

FOR EPSON PRINTERS, Microbuffer/E 
comes in two serial versions ­
8K or 16K (upgradable to 32K) ­
and two parallel versions - 16K 
or 32K (upgradable to 64K). The 
serial buffer supports both hard­
ware handshaking and XON-XOFF 
software handshaking at baud 
rates up to 19,200. Both interfaces 
are compatible with standard Epson 

ALL OTHER COMPUTER/PRINTER 
COMBINATIONS are served by the 
stand-alone Microbuffer In-line. 

The serial stand-alone wi ll 
support different input and output 
baud rates and different hand­
shake protocol. Both serial and 
parallel versions are available in a 
32K model at $299 or 64K for 
$349. Either can be user-upgraded 
to a total of 256K with 64K add-ons 
- just $179 each. 

SIMPLE TO INSTALL. 

Microbuffer II is slot-independent. 
It slips directly inside the Apple II 
in any slot except zero. 

Microbuffer/E mounts easily 
inside the existing auxiliary slot 
directly inside the Epson printer. 

The stand-alone Microbuffer is 
installed in-line between virtually 
any computer and any printer. 

MICROBUFFER FROM �
PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS. �

commands, including GRAFTRAX-80 So what are you waiting for? Write 
and GRAFTRAX-80 + . Prices range to us for more in formation or ask 
from $159 to $279. your dealer for a demonstration. 

When you see how much 
freedom Microbuffer will allow, 
you'll understand why it's so silly 
to be without one. 

PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS, INC.™ 
31245 LA BAVA DRIVE 
WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA 91362 
(213) 991-8200 
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>---F A-S =r A-l: 1(:-�
Fastalk is your quick guide to popular, special­

ized. or classic software. Programs appearing in Fas­
talk must meet one or more of the following criteria: 
(I) equal or surpass in sales the least-selling program 
to appear on any of the current bestseller li sts; (2) re­
late to a specialized subject area and be in general dis­
tribution (more speciali zed packages and areas will be 
included as Fastalk matures); (3) be new and of pro­
fessional quality (such programs will be carried for 
one month only-after that. they must meet other cri­
teria for inclusion); (4) stand out as extraordinary. 

Designation as a classic is noted by a bullet pre­
ceding a program's title. 

Where opinion is expressed, So/talk has seen the 
software in question; the date of Sofia/k's review, if 
any. is given at the end of the it em. 

Softalk may arbitrarily omit any package from 
Fastalk, whether or not it meets the foregoing criteria. 

.A.dventure · 
• Ad¥enture. Crowther, Woods. The original text ad­

venture, created on mainframe, contributed to by 
many over a long time. Very logical within fantasy 
fr amework, excellent puzzles, maps; complex, con­
voluted, and great. Several publishers: Microsoft, 
!0700 Northup Wy ., Bellevue, WA 98004. $28.95. 
Apple, 20525 Mariani Ave .. Cupertino, CA 95014. 
$35. Frontier Computing, Box 402, 666 N . Main, 
Logan, UT 84321. $10. 

Critical � Mass. Blauschild. Rungistanian author's 
next adventure: more colorful graphics, sophisti­
cated and chall enging puzzles. Siriu s. 10364 Rock­
ingham Dr., Sacramento, CA 95827. $39.95. 

•Cyborg. Berlyn. Text adventure with brief action 
skill game hidden in plot. As a futuristic cyborg, 
you're lost in a strange forest, desperately needing 
food and power. In its realism and use of true plot, 
it represents one of the most significant advances in 
adventuring since the original Adventure. Sentient, 
Box 4929, Aspen. CO 81612. $32.95. 11 /81. 

T he Dark Crystal. Williams. Hi-res adaptati on of 
popular fantasy movie. Puzzles to chall enge even 
those who've seen the movie. Includes player op­
tio n to let the Skeksis wi n. Sierra On-Linc, Sierra 
On-Linc Building, Coarsegold, CA 93614. $39.95. 

Deadline. Blank, Lebling. Episode one in a projected 
series of murder mysteries by the authors of Zork. 
Interrogate, accuse, make transcripts. Includes in­
spector's casebook, lab report. Text. Infocom, 55 
W heeler St.. Cambridge, MA 02138. $49.95. 8/82. 

Escape from Rungistan. Blauschild. Graphics ad­
venture with some animated real-time puzzles. 
Espionage theme. Sirius, !0364 Rockingham Dr., 
Sacramento, CA 95827. $29.95. 8/82. 

Genesis. Pritchett. Adventure program generator. De­
velops standard fo rmat. two-word-parser adven­
tures with rooms, objects. fl ags; up to 99 apiece. No 

program knowledge necessary whatsoever. Fun. 
Hexcraft . Box 39. Cambridge, MA 02238. $49. 

•Hi-Res Adventure #1: Mystery House. Williams. 
Whodunit in a Victorian mansion. First adventure 
with pictures. 2-word parser with logical compre­
hension. Sierra On-Line, Sierra On-Line Building, 
Coarsegold, CA 93614. $24.95. 

Hi-Res Adventure #2: The Wizard and the Princess. 
Williams, Williams. Attempt to rescue princess 
from vengeful wizard. First graphic adventure in full 
color. Sierra On-Line, Sierra On-Line Building, 
Coarsegold, CA 93614. $32.95. JI /80. 

Labyrinth of Crete. Johnson. Pinero. Player is Jason 
and Hercules, simultaneously or independently. 
searching fo r golden fl eece in a three-level laby­
rinth. Text wi th occasional graphics. Maps includ­
ed. Adventure International. Box 3435, Longwood, 
FL 32750. $29.95. 3/83. 

Mask �of the Sun. A unique animated graphic quest 
with full though sometimes frustrating parsing . 
Moving from room to room involves seeing scen­
ery along the way go by-a graphics breakthrough 
with nice puzzles. Ultrasoft, 24001 S.E. !03rd St., 
Issaquah, WA 98027. $39.95. 11 /82. 

•Prisoner 2. Mullich. Totally relandscaped but loyal 
version of original game: full-color hi-res graphics 
added, puzzles reworded. obstacles· expanded. So­
phisticated and difficult exercise in intimidation 
with elements of satire. Escape from an island re­
quires playe r to solve logical puzzles, overcome ob­
stacles, and answer riddles. Excellent computer fare; 
nothing else like it. Edu-Ware, Box 22222, Agoura, 
CA 91301. $32.95. The Prisoner, 3/ 81; Prisoner 2, 
10/82. 

Queen of Phobos. Hi-res treasure hunt. Outwit four 
opponents on derelict ship in space. Looters after 
your cookies, too. Phoenix, 64 Lake Zurich Dr., 
Lake Zurich, IL 60047. $34.95. 

•S.A.G.A . Series. Adams. Scott Adams's proto­
typical adventures-12 in all-spruced up with 100­
color graphics and Votrax vocals. Fun, not always 
logical, very story-oriented series. Each adventure 
has it s own theme and often exotic locale. They map 
small but score big on imagination. Adventure Intl., 
Box 3435, Longwood, FL 32750. $29.95 each. 

Sherwood Forest. Holle, Johnson. Dating game in 
legendary times. In premiere Softoon adventure 
featuring neat UltraRes graphics, Robin Hood 
woos Maid Marian all the way to the honeymoon. 
Go for it. Phoenix Software, 64 Lake Zurich Dr., 
Lake Z urich, IL 60047. $34.95. 

Starcross. Science fiction prose adventure that comes 
wrapped in a fl ying saucer. Set in the year 2186, 
main puzzle is to discover raison d'etre ofminiworld 
asteroid. Likable. engaging. Infocom, 55 Wheeler 
St., Cambridge, MA 02138. $39.95. 11 /82. 

Suspended. �Berlyn. Well-plotted prose adventure de­
mands control of six independent robots who can 
act simultaneously. Intelligent, challenging exercise 

in logic. A mil estone. Infocom, 55 Wheeler St., 
Cambridge. MA 021 38. $49.95. 

• Swordthrust Series. Set �of adventures, seven so far, 
that integrate fantasy role playi ng. Create one char­
acter, make new friends in each adventure, battle 
monsters and achieve goals together. Good stories, 
fun to map. Vocabulary no mystery but puzzles are. 
Single character goes through all. CE Software, 801 
73rd St., Des Moines, IA 50312. N umber I pre­
requisite for rest. Each adventure, $29.95. 8/82. 

• �Zork I. Part one of mainframe adventure; under­
stands complete compound sentences and ques­
tions. Simultaneous manipulation of objects. Text, 
but so what. Jnfocom, 55 Wheeler St., Cambridge, 
MA 02138. $39.95. 6 /81. 

• Zork �II . Lebling, Blank. Zork comes into its own. 
Great text adventure technique and communica­
tion. lnfocom, 55 Wheeler St., Cambridge, MA 
02138. $39.95. 3/ 82. 

Zork III. Lebling, Blank. Text lives! A masterpiece of 
logic and a grand adventure to revel in. Hard, logi­
cal puzzle with unique point system. Benevolence 
conquers. Infocom, 55 Wheeler St., Cambridge, 
MA 02138. $39.95. 9/82. 

·Business 
Accounting Plus II. Integrated package: general 

ledger, accounts receivable and payable, and inven­
tory-purchasing modules. Basic and machine lan­
guage. Menu-driven; prompting. Software Dimen­
sions, 6371 Auburn Blvd., Citrus Heights, CA 
95610. $1 ,250. 

Accounting Plus Ile. Stripped and rebuilt to take ad­
vantage of all Ile functions. General ledger, $450; ac­
counts receivable and payable, $350 each; package, 
$995. Software Dimensions, 6371 Auburn Blvd., 
Citrus Heights, CA 95610. 

BPI System. Popular five-module business package; 
programs also available separately. Includes general 
ledger (a bestseller), accounts receivable, accounts 
payable, payroll, inventory control, and job cost­
ing. Apple, 20525 Mariani Ave., Cupertino, CA 
95014. $395 each; job costing, $595. 

Cdex Training for VisiCalc. Brandt. Self-contained 
Apple-assisted training program and reference guide 
for the #I electronic spreadsheet. User-selectable in­
formation. Cdex, 5050 El Camino Rd., Los Altos, 
CA 94022. $49.95. 3/ 83. 

Computer Programmed Accountant. Five-module 
package: general ledger (very popular), accounts re­
ceivable, accounts payable, payroll, and property 
management. All other modules post automatically 
to general ledger. Continental, 11223 S. Hindry 
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90045. $1,495; separate 
modules: $250 each; property management: $495. 

dBase II. Speedy relational database management 
system. Requires SoftCard. Ashton-Tate, 9929 W. 
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Fantasy · �
Ali Baba and the Fortv Thieves. Smith. Fanciful 

Arabian Nights role-pl;ying game with a sense of 
humor. Fresh, fast action, challenging options, and 
secrets that are a joy to discover. Quality, 6660 Re­
seda Blvd ., #105, Reseda, CA 91335. $32.95. JJ / 82. 

Apventure to Atlantis. Clardy. Sequel to Odyssey. 
Many refinements including recruitable entourage 
of wizards with individual attributes. Included cheat 
sheet is invaluable. Synergistic, 830 N. Riverside 
Dr., #201, Renton, WA 98055. $40. 6/82. 

•Beneath Apple Manor. Worth. The original dun­
geon game for the Apple, created in 1978. Newly re­
leased version has hi-res, sound effects, a few more 
magic items, but still the classic game. Quality, 6660 
Reseda Blvd., #105, Reseda, CA 91335. $29.95. 
2/ 83. 

Dungeon. Nesmith, Enge. Adaptation of the board 
game of the same name. Six levels of dungeon-all 
on one level like board; three levels of difficulty. 
Limited animation. TSR Hobbies, Box 756, Lake 
Geneva, WI 53147. $25. 

Galactic Adventures. Reamy. Role-playing science 
fi ction adventure revision of Galactic Gladiators 
strategy game. 26 scenarios. Allows creation and 
saving of your own adventures. Strategic Simula­
tions, 465 Fairchild Dr.. #108, Mountain View, CA 
94043. $49.95. 

Knight of Diamonds. Second scenario of Wizardry, 
requiring thirteenth-level characters from the origi­
nal. Individual quests on each of six dungeon levels. 
Great. Sir-tech, 6 Main St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669. 
$34.95. 7/ 82. 

Microbe. Clardy, Zalta. An internal course in med­
icine, disguised as a fantasy/ adventure/ arcade / 
simulation. "Enjoy yo ur next viral infection!" Good 

JOIN 

:Neicro �
(9-op �

Over 3 , 000 members 
worldwide 

• �Co-op Newsletter (6-10 
Issues / yr.) 

• �Latest Information 
• �Software reviews and �

compa risons �
• �Member feedback 
• �Software and hardware at 

discount prices 

Information you need 

to ma ke software decisio ns 
you won 't regre t. 

Membership $5 .00 

:Jvficro @-op 
P.O . Box 714 �

S t. Charles, IL 60174 �
Phone (312) 232-1777 �

�

game, great educational tool. Synergistic, 830 N. 
Riverside Dr., #20 1, Renton, WA 98055. $44.95. 

•Odyssey: �The Compleat Apventure. Clardy. Fan­
tasy adventure far beyond one place and one set­
ting. Castles, catacombs, an ocean voyage, and the 
orb of power. Synergistic, 830 N . Riverside Dr., 
#201 , Renton, WA 98055. $30. 10/ 80. 

•Temple �of Apshai. Lead title in Dunjonquest se­
ries, winner 1981 Academy of Adventure Gaming 
Arts and Design "Computer Game of the Year" 
award. Epyx/ Automated Simulations, 1043 Kiel 
Ct., Sunnyvale, CA 94086. $39.95. 

Ultima. British. Hi-res color adventure, progressing 
from Middle Ages to beyo nd the space age. A mas­
terpiece. California Pacific, 1623 5th St., Davis, CA 
95616. $39.95. 6/81. 

Ultima II. British. �Faster play in a bigger universe 
with a time-travel option . Typically British look and 
feel. Events are much more interdependent; larger 
realm of fantasy with more transactions available. 
Sierra On-Line, Sierra On-Line Building, Coarse­
gold, CA 93614. $59.95. 

•Wilderness Campaign. Clardy. First fantasy game 
to leave the dungeon for the great outdoors; first in 
hi-res; first to bargain with merchants; and more. 
Synergistic, 830 N. Riverside Dr., #20 I, Renton, 
WA 98055. $17.50. 

•Wizardry. � Greenberg, Woodhead. Ultimate role­
playing fantasy; ten-level maze in hi-res. Generate 
twenty characters, six at a time on expeditions. 
Gripping game; superbly produced. Sir-tech, 6 
Main St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669. $49.95. 8/ 81. 

Graphics 
Alpha Plot. Kersey, Cassidy. Hi-res graphics and text 

utility with optional xdraw cursor and proportional 
spacing. Beagle Bros, 4315 Sierra Vista, San Diego, 
CA 92103. $39.50. 

The Artist. Schwader. Graphics toolkit for creating 
shapes, shape tables, character sets. Character ani­
mation and byte-move utility routines allow print­
ing text on hi-res screen. Sierra On-Line, Sierra On­
line Building, Coarsegold, CA 93614. $79.95. 

The Complete Graphics System II. Pelczarski. A 
wealth of graphics tools at a reasonable price. Make 
2-D drawings with game paddles, add text in de­
structive, nondestructive, or reverse modes, create 
3-D figures and shape tables. Manual features com­
plete outline of command structure. Penguin, 830 
4th Ave., Geneva, IL 60134. $69.95; Apple 
Graphics Tablet version, $119.95. 7/ 81. 

GraForth. Lutus. A graphics language rewritten for 
maximum speed. Plotting, line, text display, char­
acter image, and high speed 3-D graphics, with va­
riety of colors and drawing options. Includes music 
synthesizer. Insoft, I 0175 S. W. Barbur Blvd., #202­
B, Portland, OR 97219. $75. 8/ 82. 

The Graphics Magician. Jochumson, Lubar, Pelc­
zarski. Outstanding animation package consisting 
of picture editor and shape table extender. Comes 
with utility program to transfer binary files. Pen­
guin, 8304th Ave., Geneva, IL 60134. $59.95; Apple 
Graphics Tablet version, $69.95. 5/82. 

The Graphic Solution. Graphics editor and bit-map­
ping animation system using film-editing tech­
niques. Saves hi-res screen as standard DOS fil e. No 
programming knowledge necessary. Accent, 3750 
Wright Pl ., Palo Alto, CA 94306. $149.95. 

Imaginator. Entry and professional level 3-D graph­
ics programs for creating, editing, and manipula­
tion of 3-D images. Townsend Microware, 92 1 Wa­
ter St., Box 1200, Port Townsend, WA 98368. 
lmaginaror I, $79; lmaginaror II, $ 11 9. 

LPS II. Superb hi- res graphics drawing system with 
light pen. Draw freehand or use circles and lines to 
create geometric shapes. Fill routine with colors and 
pa tterns; fun animation demo; programmable Pen­
trak driver. Gibson, 23 192-D Verdugo Dr., Laguna 
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Hills, CA 92653. $349. 10/ 82. 
Zoom Grafix. Holle. Graphics printing utility allows 

display of picture on screen prior to print; prints out 
selected portion at any size. Phoenix, 64 Lake Zu­
rich Dr. , Lake Zurich, IL 60047. $39.95. 2/ 82. 

Home 
The Accountant. Forman. Simple-to-use double-en­

try finance system features seven integrated files and 
a set of automatic transactions. A sleeper just be­
ginning to get wider distribution. Decision Sup­
port, 1438 Ironwood Dr., McLean, VA 22101. 
$129.95 . 1 / 82. 

Career Directions. Take a systematic approach to 
making career decisions. Professionally designed 
assessment analysis, planning, and exercises. Sys­
tems Design, 723 Kanawha Blvd., #403, Charles­
ton, WV 25301. $59.95. 

Chequemate. Home finance package that hand).es 
checks, charge cards, cash control, automatic tell ­
ers, and more. Reports to screen or printer. A bar: 
gain. Masterworks, 25834 Narbonne Ave., Lomita, 
CA 90717. $39.95. 4/ 82. 

•Crossword � Magic. Crossword puzzle maker. 
Choose subject , words, and clues; program 
automatically connects words. Play on-screen or 
make printout. L & S Computerware, 1589 Fraser 
Dr. , Sunnyvale, CA 94087. $49.95. 

Dow Jones Market Analyzer (formerly RTR Mar­
ket Analyzer). Automatically collects, stores, and 
updates historical and daily market quotes. Pro­
vides technical analysis and plots eighteen different 
types of charts. Dow Jones Software, Box 300, 
Princeton, NJ 08540. $350. 

Electric Duet. Lutus. Two-voice music without hard­
ware. A bit involvoo, but superb sound quality. 
lnsoft, !0175 S.W. Barbur Blvd., #202-B, Portland, 
OR 97219. $29.95. 7/ 12. 

Home Accountant. Schoenburg. Thorough, power­
ful home finance program. Monitors live checking 
accounts against a common budget, plus credit 
cards and cash; one-step record or transfer offunds. 
Continental, 11223 S. Hindry Ave., Los Angeles, 
CA 90045. $74.95. 4/ 82. 

Know Your Apple. Visually oriented computer tu­
torial with manual. Covers disks, drives, and pe­
ripherals. A model of clarity. Muse, 347 N . Charles 
St., Baltimore, MD 21201. $34.95. 3/83. 

Know Your Apple Ile. Tutorial program with every­
thing you wanted to know about the soul of your 
new machine. Muse, 347 N. Charles St., Baltimore, 
MD 21201. $24.95. 

M arket Analyst. Investment analysis package with 
portfolio management, technical analysis, and tele­
communications capability. 64K. Anidata, 613 Jae­
ger Ct., Sicklerville, NJ 08081. $395. 2/83. 

Nutritionist. Release 4.0 of interactive graphics diet 
analysis program. Computes nutritive values of 
meals, menus, or complete diets; creates special re­
quirement diets. N-Squared Computing, 5318 For­
est Ridge Rd., Silverton, OR 97381. $145. 

Permanent Portfolio Analyzer. Investment tool 
based on long-term financial strategies of Harry 
Brown. C.R. Hunter & Associates, 1527 North­
wood Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45237. $295. 

Real Estate Analyzer. Make buy-and-sell decisions, 
compare investments, project future sales for ten 
years. File, retrieve, and alter information itemized 
in tabular form. Howard Software, 8008 Girard 
Ave., #310, La Jolla, CA 92037. $195. 7/ 81. 

Stock Market Advance Decline Timing Program. 
Altman. Tells when to buy stocks. Buy/ sell recom­
mendations on both short and intermediate term. 
Defines change in direction of advance / decline line. 
Dr. R. Altman, Box 1197, Hightstown, NJ 08520. 
$149. 

Tax �Break Planner. Lennard. Multiyear tax-return­
analysis program allows tax optimization beyond 
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niake 
your apple" 

Supercharge your Apple to go For even faster speeds, combine 
go 50 times faster. Axion 's RAMDISK 320™ with S&H TDE Softwa re. 

Here's a whole µew way to polish up your Apple II ™ or RAMDISK 320™ can help yo u zoom thro ugh a w ide va ri­
Apple III™. RAMDISK 320™ from Axion. ety of tasks in the rea l w orld - w o rd processin g , account ing, 

Thousands of users are discovering right now how the data base managen1ent , software de velo ptnent , ed uca ti o nal 
RAMDISK 320™ can boost both memory and access speeds of and sci entific data processing, o r whene ver sp eed is o f the 
their Apples. The ultrafast RAMDISK is up to 50 times faster essence. 
than standard floppy drives, and 10 times faster RAMDISK 320™ comes with a plug-in , slot-independent 
than hard disk drives. You can easily sort two interface card. And it includes a specially designed operatin g 
full disks in 15 seco nds. pr o gram, plus so ftware fo r diagno stics, a nd fast-load copy 

Besides faster, erro r-free through­ r outines. Axi o n offe r s RAM DIS K 320™ w i th a one- year 
put, RAMDISK 320™ is designed to save warranty. 
wear and tear on your floppy driv es. 

RAMDISK 320' " Interested Distributors, Dea lers, and OEMs callThere are no nloving parts. (408) 945 -0500 fo r informat ion on nationalit 's t1)! 1£' '1l wciy
RAMDISK 320™ has its own power sales, support , and pricing program or write 

f 1l make yt111r 
Axion, Inc., 70 Daggett Drive, San Jose, CA supply, plus three-hour battery backup. apple go 95134. 

Ztl Olll fRAMDISK 320™ draws no power from For consumer inform ation on order ing 
y o ur Apple, and it retains data even when the RAMDISK 320'", call 800 -227-6703 . In 

Calif. 800 -632-7979 .the Apple is turned off. 
Your RAMDISK 320 ™ solid-state 

memory add-on system is fully compatible 
with Apple DOS 3.3, SOS, CP/M™, Apple 
Pascal 1.1 and Pascal 4.0. (In fact , w e' ll give 
you these drivers free with 
each RAMDISK 320™ .) CP/M is a trademark of D1 91ta l Research N<LON 

NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS:• B.A. PARGH CO./ Nashville, TN (615) 361·3600 •BYTE INDUSTRIES, INC./Hayward, CA (415) 783-8272 •CPI/Syracuse, NY (716) 476-6664 • ESP CO M· 
PANY, INC./Englewood, CO (303) 934-2291 • FIRST SOFTWARE/No. Andover, MA (617) 689-0077 • MAKO MP, INC./ Miami , FL (305) 685-6595 • MARCEY, INC. /Va n Nuys, CA (213) 
994-7602 • MICRO BROKERS/Arlington, VA (703) 379-4888 • MICRO COMPUTER ELECTRONICS/Reading, PA (215) 929-9484 • MICRO D/Fount ain Vall ey, CA (714) 641 -0205 
•NATIONAL MICRO WHOLESALE/Beverton, OR (503)643-0626 • PMl /Fairf1eld, NJ (201 )227-8411 •ATS DISTRIBUTORS, LTD./ Atlanta, GA (404)458-2958 • RYAN DISTRIBUTING CO./ 
Salt Lake City, UT (801 ) 972-4721 •SOFTWARE DISTRIBUTION SERVICE, INC./Buffa lo, NY (716) 621 -2003 
INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS: COMMODITY RESEARCH/Sidney 2000 N.S.W. Australia (02) 233-6822 • ESD LABS CO., LTD./Tokyo, Japan • HIN SENG PTE, LTD./S1n gapore • 
KOORTONICS, INC./New York NY (212) 561 -7255 
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