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Any home finance package will balance your 
checkbook. But to become the #1 best-seller 
you 've got to be something special. 

The Home Accountant"' is. 
It's the only one that prints a net worth 

statement and a personal finance statement. 
So you know exactly where you stand 
financially every day of the year. It will even 
print your checks, automatically. 

Not only that, The Home Accountant"' lets you 
label every transaction. Just imagine sitting 
down to do your taxes and having every 
penny you've spent and earned neatly listed 
by category-and available at the touch of a 
button. It's an incredible time-saver. 

You can also create bar, line and trend 
analysis graphs for every category-in color. 
It's great for realistic budgeting. 

Sound amazing? Wait, there's more. 
Let's say you write a check to pay your 

Visa.The Home Accountant"' automatically 
debits your checking account and credits 
your Visa account. 

And it does this with every one of the two 
hundred* budget categories : credit cards, 
checking accounts, money markets, cash, rent 
checks, insurance payments-you customize 
your own financial package. 

Check out The Home Accountant"' soon. 
You'll find it does a lot more than simply 
manage your money. 

It manages your �m�o�n�e�y�~� 

*The Home Accountant"' is available for the 
Apple II/IBM Personal Computer/Atari 400/ 
800 Computers/Osborne/TRS 80 Model Ill/ 
Commodore VIC 64.The actual budget 
capacities will vary with each computer. 

• Continental 
Software 
A Division of Arrays, Inc. 
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I RTTY·CW 

NEW EGBERT 11 

-----------------SOFTWARE MODEM 
RTTY or MORSE CODE 

PROGRAM FILE TRANSFER 
TDD PROGRAM (for DEAF use) 

ALL FUNCTIONS IN SOFTWARE 

Tuning Unit or MOD/DEMODULATOR 
boards ARE NOT needed for operation. 

Includes: HARDCOPY PRINTOUT 
SAVE TO DISK-MAILBOX-CANNED MSGS 

BAUDOT - 110 ASCII-CW-FILE TRANSFER 
, MANY MORE FEATURES. ASK FOR DETAILS 

: -----------------------RTTY or CW : $ 39.95 ea 
Both plus TRANSFER : $ 69.95 

Requires APPLE II, llplus,//e or EQUIVALENT 
ONE DISK DRIVE 2.2 or 2.3 

---------------200 Hz AUDIO BAND PASS FILTER BOARD 
for RTTY/CW if your RCVR does not have 

enough selectivity. Has other features. 
Bare board: $,14.95 Wired/Tested: $ 49.95 

Board plugs in any APPLE SLOT for PWR only. . --------·--------- -----Shipping: USA/CANADA $ 2.50 Others: $ 6.00 

6% tax �f �~ �r� CALIF orders 

·- --------

-
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Oracle Final Four's Final Two. In the 
world of college sports, most fans will remem-

• ber 1983 as the Year of the Ulcer. Basketball 
tough kid Ralph Sampson went home for the 
fourth time without a championship ring, the 
NCAA swimming and diving championships 
were decided in the last .48 seconds of the last 
event, and Georgia football hero Herschel 
Walker turned professional prematurely-in 
that other league. 

Entrants in Sofia/k's Oracle '83 contest, 
however, will remember it as the year every­
thing went wrong in the NCAA basketball tour­
nament. That's a bit misleading, though, be­
cause it was a great tournament for the un­
derdog. 

Unfortunately, when it came to predicting 
which teams would make the NCAA's Final 
Four, most contestants took a look at the na­
tional rankings as they were at the time (De­
cember 1982) and made their selections based 
on that. If Oracle contestants had their way, it 
would have been Virginia, UCLA, Indiana, and 

W.H. NAIL COMPANY 
275 LODGEVIEW DRIVE 
OROVILLE. CA 95965 

(91 6) 589-2043 VISll" • Georgetown. After all, those were the teams 
that were heading the wire services' and coach­
es' polls back in December, and they were the 

------; : -- ... .,. -· . ·- -,, ...... ...... ·-· 
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teams that most people picked to be on the road 
to Albuquerque. Most, but not all . 

One of those "not alls" was Paul Ducken­
field (Clemson, SC), the winner of Oracle '83, 
part 2. Of the hundreds and hundreds of en­
tries, most couldn't name even one team; some 
were able to come up with one. The most teams 
anyone could name was two, and Duckenfield 
was one of only three persons to do so. The 
awesome Sofialk Random Number Generator 
came back from vacation just in time to pick 
Duckenfield as the winner. 

Duckenfield predicted Virginia (nope), 
Georgetown (still nope), Louisville (yep), and 
Houston (yep again) to make the trip to Albu­
querque. Even though he was able to predict 
only half the teams, it was good enough to win 
him the customary $ 100 in prizes for his Apple. 
When we called to let him know he had won, 
Duckenfield was too overcome with joy to de­
cide what he wanted to get. Probably some 
games? A joystick? How about some utilities? 
"Um, um, um, I dunno." 

For those who got disgusted and quit fol­
lowing the tournament when their predicted 
teams were eliminated, North Carolina State 



Scattered about In the various buildings of the Soviet �d�i�p�l�o�J�:�n�4�t�k�: �·�. �~�O�J�\� In . 
Pyongyang are the parts to an encoded message that cowd put YO\J on l;lsy Street for 
the rest of your days. There are only two problem.s: Obtaining' the �.�e�n�~� �t�~�e �( �a�n�d� · ·.' 
dedpherinle It. · : �~� * . . " · · 

The mtsslon 1$ patrolled by some pretty nasty �~�f�y� guards ridU'tg in elt'Vatots 
thrb\lghout each building. You, ->n the other hand, can carry no weapons if you IS.rt to 
sneak by the �~�o�:�n �' �s� metal detectors. After all, you're a spy, not an assassin. Too 
bad the same isn't true lor. the guards... · 

Spy's Oemlae: A clangerousfy addictive a!Qde/actlon game for Apple and now Atari comp\ltett;. 
�A�~� fl version requires '8K and disk drive. Atari 400/800 Oitk vttslon requtles 321<. Atari 400/800. Castette version requries 24K. 

Be slitt to walcll. out for "The Spy Strikes Bade", comfila soo"n to a computtt store near you! 

'M.. PenBJin �s�o�f�f�W�c�l�r�e �~� (312) 232-1984 ... Fourth Avenue, �~�·�·� IL 60; .. ;; 
1'f the graphics people De/Jlet·Hotflne: (800} �3�2�3�~�0�7�1�6�,� retailers only, please. 

Apple Is a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. Atari ls a trademark of Atari. Inc. 
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AMPERGRAPH is a powerful, easy-to-use 
relocatable graphics utility for the Apple II +le. 
AMPERGRAPH adds twenty-two Applesoft com­
mands that allow effortless generation of profes· 
sional·looking plots of scientific or financial data. All 
of the necessary scaling and screen formatting is ac­
complished with just a few, simple Applesoft lines. 

Unlike most other plotting systems for the Apple II 
which are stand-alone systems, the AMPERGRAPH 
utility provides extended BASIC graphics language 
macros that you can use directly in your own Ap· 
plesoft programs . The additional commands are 
&SCALE, &LIMIT, &AXES, &GRID, &FRAME, &LOG 
X, &LOG Y, &LABEL AXES, &LABEL, &VLABEL, 
&CENTER �L�A�B�E�~� &CENTER �V�L�A�B�E�~� &DRAW, 
&PENUP, &CROSS, &OPEN SQUARE, &CLOSED 
SQUARE, &OPEN CIRCLE, &CLOSED CIRCLE, 
&ERROR BARS, &DUMP (to dump the graph on a 
Silentype printer) and & ·DUMP (to link with AMER· 
DUMP, see below). 

$45.00 
SAMPLE AMPERGRAPH PROGRAM LISTING: 

10 &SCALE, 0, 80 , 80, 13000 
15 LX$= " TIME (SECONDS)":LY$= " VELOCITY 

(CM/SEC)" 
20 &LOG Y: &LABEL AXES, 10, 10 
25 LABEL$= " VELOCITY VS. TIME":&LABEL, 30, 

200 
30FORT = OT080:&DRAW,T, 150+Tl2:NEXTT 
35 FORT = 10 TO 70 STEP 10 
40 &CLOSED SQUARE, T, 

(150 + Tl2)"(.8 + .4.RND(3)) 
45 &ERROR BARS, 5, Tl212 
50 NEXTT:&DUMP 

u 
0 

" w , 
102 
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AMPERDUMP is a high-resolution graphics dump 
utility which can be used either in menu-driven 
mode, or directly from your Applesoft program, with, 
or without AMPERGRAPH . The following printers 
will work with AMPERDUMP: Epson MX-80, FX-80, 
MX-100; Apple DMP, NEC PC·8023A·C, C. ITOH 1550, 
8510A/B, 8600. AMPERDUMP offers many features 
which are not available in other graphics dump 
routines: 

Horizontal magnifications: 3 with Epson printers 
(2.33 to 6.99 inches); 12 with all others (1.75 to 7.78 
inches) 
Vertical magnifications: 9 with Epson printers 
(0 .88 to 7.96 inches); 6 with all others (1 .33 to 8.00 
inches) 
Horizontal and vertical magnifications can be 
specified independently. 
Normal I Inverse dumps 
Adjustable horizontal tab 
Compatible with AMPERGRAPH 

Fast 
Easy to use 
Relocatable 

$40.00 
The AMPERGRAPH and AMPERDUMP graphics 
utilities require an Apple II +le (or Apple II with 
language card). The AMPERDUMP utility requires 
one of the following interface cards: Epson, Apple, 
Grappler, Interactive Structures, Mountain Com­
puter, Epson Type2, Tymac, or Microbuffer II. 

AMPERGRAPH and AMPERDUMP are available from 
your dealer or order direct. Include $2.00 for shipping 
and handling; Wisconsin residents add 5% sales tax. 

mad west 
SOFT ARE 

121 N. Allen St. 
ffiadison, WI 53705 (- -I . , .. 608-238-4875 VISA .... 
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squeaked by Virginia, and Georgia beat the tar 
out of the North Carolina Tar Heels to make 
the trip to the Final Four as well. 

The Peru Brothers, Shawn McLaughlin 
(Peru, NY) and Larry Houston (Peru, IN), were 
the only others who could name two teams. 
McLaughlin picked Houston (the school, not 
Larry) and Louisville, while Houston (Larry, 
not the school) tagged Louisville and North 
Carolina State to make the final cut. 

A special mention goes to James M . Wil­
son III (Skaneateles, NY), who was the only 
one to predict that Georgia would be one of the 
last four teams left. That's not a bad feat, con­
sidering that this was the first time in the 
school's seventy-eight-year basketball history 
that it's ever been invited to take part in the 
tournament. And who would have guessed at 
the beginning of the season that Georgia would 
even be invited? Only Wilson. 

As for those ten bonus points for predicting 
the winner ... sorry, gang. You could count on 
one hand the number of people who predicted 
Houston and North Carolina State to make the 
Final Four, but not one person predicted that 
North Carolina State would pull a slam dunk 
out of nowhere with one second left to win the 
national championship. 

Before we get rolling with the results of Feb­
ruary's contest, a special thanks goes out to 
Marlene Sutton (Watertown, SD), who sent the 
most thoughtful get-well card to our injured 
mail carriers. The mail carriers thank you, the 
guard dog thanks you, and we thank you. 

Now, the Juicy News. For a lot of contest­
ants in our Funky February Puns 'n' Ana­
grams contest, February came to an end none 
too soon. The contest was mean; the clues kill­
ers. One man who didn't think it was too bad is 
Lauren Flewelling (Boxboro, MA), who won 
the first part of the contest, solving the puns­
and-anagrams clues to complete the crossword 
puzzle. 

Flewelling, an avid reader of Games maga­
zine, spent just a few days deciphering, demys­
tifying , and depunning all the clues to the cross­
word monstrosity. His $100 certificate will go 
toward the purchase of Sensible Software's Sen­
sible Speller, which he'll pick up at his local 
store, the Game Shop, in nearby Acton. 

When putting together clues for the con­
test., So/ta/k's contest conjurers laughed with dia­
bolical glee; they thought no one would even 
come close to solving them all. By the time the 
last entry was wrenched from a bruised and tat­
tered mail carrier's hand, the contest conjurers 
weren't laughing very loud. Quite a number of 
contestants managed to get all but one, and a 
relative handful turned in a perfect score. 

Rest assured, all you who tore your hair out 
and kicked the dog because you thought some 
clues had no answer; the answers to the cross­
word appear at the end of this section. 

The second part of the contest, figuring out 
what each answer had to do with the month of 
February, involved much more than an agile 
mind; it required a good pair of feet to walk 
down to the library and a good set of eyes to 
look up all those names, events, and dates. 
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Even though contestants' success with part I 
put a damper on things at the contestmeisters' 
Valentine's Day party, part 2 managed to arch a 
few supercilious eyebrows. Nobody got all the 
dates right. 

But that's okay; there were enough obscure 
names and dates to drive even the best re­
searchers batty. Leading the way in looking-up­
stuff skills was Bruce Buzbee (San Jose, CA), 
who got every name, event, and date right ex­
cept for four of them. Selecting prizes present­
ed somewhat of a problem for Buzbee. "If I win 
the crossword puzzle part," he wrote on his en­
try, "I'd like to get The Arcade Machine from 
Broderbund and BudgeCo's Pinball Construc­
tion Set (that should keep me busy for a while)." 

However, he also wrote, "If I win the date­
finding part, I promised my wife she could have 
whatever she wants. She would like to get 
Sirius's Type Attack and Synergistic's Microbe. 
If I win both parts, I'd like to get all of the 
above and retire as the undefeated Softalk 
Crossword Solver Supreme." 

Well, since Buzbee did win the second part, 
is he going to go away empty-handed and let his 
wife have what she wants? "No way. We're go­
ing to split the prizes." 

Now, the Dirt. Three entries that caught 
our eye were those by Alice Asling (Davis, CA), 
Jason Kantor (Palo Alto, CA), and Dick Tim­
berlake (Colorado Springs, CO), who solved 
clue twelve across to be "Pia [Zadora]." We're 
still scratching our heads trying to figure out 
how they arrived at that answer. 

The name of the game for the Jeffries (Den­
ver, CO) household was team effort. Accompa­
nying entries by Ruth, Tony, and William Jef­
fries was a cover letter that said, "Enclosed are 
three identical entries because this has been a 
family venture. No, we didn't put in an entry for 
every member of the tribe. Steve said it was 
sheer madness, Patty kept the fiends in food, 
Kenney took phone calls, and Nancy let the dog 
out." 

We think people like Russell Negus (Mans­
field, MA) are just swell. Negus wasn't picky 
about what he wanted for prizes if he won. If you 
use a little recollection, you'll remember that the 
coupon asked contestants to fill in their choices 
of preferred prizes after the prompt, "Gee, I'd 
like to win: . " But Negus didn't care what he 
won; he changed his entry blank to read, "Gee, 
I'd like to win!!!" Sorry, Russell. You did­
n't win. 

In addition to being one of the three who 
figured Pia Zadora to be "a most beautiful 
woman," Jason Kantor is also this month's Sof 
talk Slob. Kantor's entry arrived complete with 
smeared ink, frayed edges, grease stains, and 
marks that looked like the remains of some sort 
of brown fluid. His penmanship was nice, 
though. 

Here are the answers to the February Puns 
'n' Anagrams contest: 

Across 
2. Eniac. "Mutiny retarded" = Caine reversed; 

"Able [Abel] brother" = Cain; "shows tuby comput­
er" = definition of event. Eniac was unveiled Febru­
ary 14, 1946, and dedicated on February 15. 

4. Bottlecap. "Spinning instrument with 



YOU WILL NMR AGAIN 
HAVE TO WASTE TIME 

WAITING FORYOUR PRINTER. 
MICROBUFFER "ALLOWS YOU 

TO PRINT AND PROCESS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY. 

Microbuffer will instantly increase 
your efficiency - and eliminate 
the frustration of waiting for your 
slowpoke printer. 

Now you can simply dump your 
printing data directly to Microbuffer 
and continue processing. 
Microbuffer accepts the data as 
fast as your computer can send. It 
stores the data in its own memory 
buffer, then takes control of your 
printer. 

THERE IS A MICROBUFFER 
FOR ANY COMPUTER/PRINTER 

COMBINATION. 

Whatever your system, there is a 
specific Microbuffer designed to 
accommodate it. 

FOR APPLE II COMPUTERS, 
Mircobuffer II features on-board 
firmware for text formatting and 
advanced graphics dump routines. 
Both serial and parllel versions 

have a power-efficient low­
consumption design. Special 
functions include Basic listing 
formatter, self-test, buffer zap, and 
transparent and maintain modes. 
The 16K model is priced at $259 
and the 32K, at $299. 

FOR EPSON PRINTERS, Microbuffer/ E 
comes in two serial versions -
BK or 16K (upgradable to 32K) -
and two parallel versions - 16K 
or 32K (upgradable to 64K). The 
serial buffer supports both hard· 
ware handshaking and XON-XOFF 
software handshaking at baud 

ALL OTHER COMPUTER/PRINTER 
COMBINATIONS are served by the 
stand-alone M icrobuffer In-line. 

The serial stand-alone will 
support different input and output 
baud rates and different hand­
shake protocol. Both serial and 
parallel versions are available in a 
32K model at $299 or 64K for 
$349. Either can be user-upgraded 
to a total of 256K with 64K add-0ns 
- just $179 each. 

SIMPLE TO INSTALL. 

Microbuffer II is slot-independent. 
It slips directly inside the Apple II 
in any slot except zero. 

Microbuffer/ E mounts easily 
inside the existing auxiliary slot 
directly inside the Epson printer. 

The stand-alone Microbuffer is 
installed in-line between virtually 
any computer and any printer. 

MICROBUFFER FROM 
PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS. rates up to 19,200. Both interfaces 

are compatible with standard Epson 
commands including GRAFTRAX-80 So what are you waiting for? Write 
and GRAFTRAX-80 +. Prices range to us for more information or ask 
from $159 to $279. your dealer for a demonstration. 

When you see how much 
freedom Microbuffer will allow, 
you 'll understand why it's so silly 
to be without one. 

PRACTICAL PERIPHERALS, INC.™ 
31245 LA BAYA DRIVE 
WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA 91362 
(213) 991-8200 

/ 
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Michael Colley 
CREATIVE COMPUTING/12-'82 

With your Apple and CommuniTree­
First Edition you can: 

Have meetings at everyone's 
convenience 
Save money on travel and 
increase group productivity 

V"' Transmit documents 
anywhere 

V"' Offer 24-hour customer 
access via your company 
modem number 

Features 
Menu-driven-average learning time: 

15 minutes 
Password protection-conferences 

can be public or completely private at 
the same time 

Field tested for over two years 
On-line and local operation-no need 

for a modem for in-house use 

CommuniTree-First Edition works with 
Apple II, II+ and lie computers, Hayes 
Micromodem u-· and 1 disk drive (system 
supports up to 6). 

Dealer and distributor inquiries invited . 
System Price: $250. See your local dealer or 
order trom: NETWORK, INC. 

P.O. Box 2246, Dept. PCs 
Berkeley, CA 94702 

415 - 849-2665 
Visa and MasterCard accepted. CA residents 

add 6% sales tax. Include your card number and 
expiration date. 

- -TM 

•Apple II, II + , and lie are reg istered 
lr <:::1t1emark s o l Apple Computer. Inc . 

·· Hayes M1cromodem II 1s a reg istered 
lrademark o l Hljyes M1cmcomputer 
Produc ts, Inc. 

CommuniTree TM 

San Francisco, CA 
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. . . game" = bottle (as in "spin the"); "blank" = 
cap (as in gun); "bell top cat strangely without annex" 
= anagram for bottlecap, dropping one L; stopper = 
definition. The bottlecap was patented on February 2, 
1892. 

8. Malcolm X. "Thousand" = M (Roman) add to 
"odd calm lox" = anagram Malcolm X; "Muslim 
leader" = definition; "to the end" = clue to event. 
Malcolm X shot to death in Harlem on February 21, 
1965. 

9. Rand. "Dam" = anagram; "objective author" 
= author and founder of Objectivism; "sci-ti" = At· 
las Shrugged was science fiction. Ayn Rand, born 
February 2, 1905. 

11. GPO. "Jn the beginning, games and puzzles 
only" = take beginning letters of games, puzzles, and 
only; "sound like male institution" = horrible pun on 
mail; "institution" = definition; GPO = General Post 
Office. Thomas Neale got patent for North Ameri­
can Post Offices on February 17, 1692. George Wash­
ington signed Postal Service Act on February 20, 
1792. 

12. Liz . "Within Bali, Zanzibar" =hidden word; 
"most beautiful woman" = clue to person. Elizabeth 
Taylor, born February 27, 1932. 

16. Los Angeles Earthquake. Charade: "City 
. . . planet. . .fear" = Los Angeles, Earth, quake; 
"what's shakin'?" = descriptive clue. Los Angeles 
earthquake, February 9, 1971. 

17. Ted. Referential definition: "Younger broth­
er" of Kennedy clan, brothers in Washington, which 
was nicknamed "Foggybottom"; "shouldn't be [no BJ 
in debt" = det; "it's backward" = reverse to get ted. 
Ted Kennedy, born February 22, 1932. 

20. A. Johnson. "Baptist leader" =John (the Bap­
tist); "leader of the reconstruction" = definition; "in 
one child" = container; put John within a son. On 
February 24, 1868, Congress decided to impeach An­
drew Johnson. 

21. Glenn. "Len$ n. g." = anagram; "Tom Cor­
bett" (astronaut on early television); (C)orbett = clue 
to event. John Glenn orbited the earth three times on 
February 20, 1962. 

23. Kilby . "Icy maker" = IC maker, significance 
of person; "twists by, likes" = hidden anagram; "swat 
a wasp" = charade-kill bee (sort of). Jack Kilby 
awarded the Medal of Science for the integrated cir­
cuit on February 16, 1958. 

24. N.Y. Subway. "Mixed up bus yawns"= ana­
gram with "no essen"-less one S and N-in it; 
"rapid transit" = definition; "initting city" = initials 
of New York. New York Subway unveiled on Feb­
ruary 26, 1870. 

27. Maine. Double reference: "Remember ... a 
ship" = "Remember the Maine," a popular slogan in 
history; "the whole nation follows" = reference to 
election time saying, "As Maine goes, so goes the na­
tion"; "swerving around a mine' = anagram; ship= 
definition. The Maine was blown up in harbor on 
February 15, 1898. 

28. Reagan. "Old-time cowboy ... politic" = de­
scriptive definition; "Eastern" = location clue. Ron­
ald Reagan, born February 6, 1911. 

29. National League. "Strange U.N. allegation, 
e.a." = anagram; "countrywide association" = defi­
nition; "dodgers" = reference. Baseball's National 
League formed on February 2, 1876. 

30. Pluto. "O tulips isn't" drop "is" from "O tu­
lips" and then anagram; double definition: orange 
dog = Disney's dog, Pluto, "planet" = second defini­
tion. The planet Pluto was discovered February 18, 
1930. . 

Down 
I. Abscam. "Able Baker ripoff' = charade for A 

B scam; "no eyes ... ASCII. Barn" = take out I's to 
get Ase Barn and anagram. On February 2, 1980, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation revealed the results of 
its two-year investigation of public officials and stolen 
works of art. 

3. Chicago Seven. "Oddly, seven years ago, a chic" 
= anagram and hidden word; "protesters" = defini-
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lion; "upset the processes of the nation" = clue to 
event. February 18, 1970, was when the Chicago 
Seven were found innocent of conspiracy to incite 
riot. Five of them, however, were found guilty of 
crossing state lines to do so. 

5. Cochrane and Boone. "Rooster hurried" = 
charade: cock ran; "Pat or Dan'l" = Boone; "inven­
tors" = definition; ''very tiny potato flake" = micro­
chip-what they invented. Cochrane and Boone got 
patent for first micro on a chip, February 14, 1978. 

6. Galileo. Charade: "jeune fille" = gal; "Lang­
try" = Lil; "MGM's lion" = Leo; "old astronomer" 
=definition. Galileo Galilei, born February 15, 1564. 

7. Iwo Jima. "Iowa Jim was crazy" = anagram; 
"Marine's great victory" = descriptive definition; 
"Raise the flag" = clue to event. Marines landed on 
lwo Jima February 19, 1945. They raised the flag on 
Mount Suribachi and posed for photos and statues of 
the event on February 23, 1945. 

10. DPT. "A shot" = definition; "at kids" = ref­
erence to who gets DPT shots; charade extended de­
scription: "cool off' = diptheria; "don't cough" = 
pertussis; ''.jaw loose" = tetanus. 

11. GOP. "Poff' = anagram; "elephants" = refer­
ence to mascot; "party" = definition. The Republi­
can party formed on February 28, 1854. Its first con­
vention was on February 22, 1856 . 

13. Fidel. "Messy field" = anagram; "faithful" = 
translation; "first in cigars" = charade definition: pre­
mier in Havana. Fidel Castro became the Premier of 
Cuba on February 16, 1959. 

14. Florida. "Identify Flora" = I.D. Flora, ana­
gram; "she'll be in a real state" = event. Spain ceded 
Florida to the United States on February 22, 1819. 

15. CSA. "Tum around ... start of Ascot" = re­
versal; "dixie" = definition by nickname; "rebels" = 
referential definition. First six states met to form the 
Confederate States of America on February 4, 1861. 
They drew up a provisional constitution on February 
8, 1861. 

16. Linus Pauling. "Line is appalling" = very bad 
pun; "scientist" = definition. Linus Pauling, who sug­
gested the use of vitamin C to fight colds, born Feb­
ruary 28, 190 I. 

18. Dagwood. "Dogwood ... mid$(tree$,2, I) = 
programs to Dagwood; "sandwiches, blondes," 
"bums instead," "funnies" = lots and lots of clues. 
Dagwood Bumstead married Blondie Boopadoop in 
the comic strip Blondie on February 17, 1933. 

19. Freedom Day. "Twenty-four hours' leave" = 
definition, sort of; "mais non, Freddy and Moe 
screwed up" = anagram, dropping n (non = no n). 
Freedom Day is February I, to commemorate the 
signing of the Thirteenth Amendment on February I, 
1865, which abolished slavery. The first Freedom Day 
was February I, 1949. 

22. Hearst. "Her story" = another bad pun; "pat· 
tycake" = first name, clue to person; "kid ... nap" = 
clue to event. Patty Hearst was kidnapped by mem­
bers of the Symbionese Liberation Army (SLA) on 
February 4, 1974. 

23. King Tut. "Cuuing the C but not the K" = 
take C out, put in K to form anagram; "tongue-cluck­
ing from British mother" = tut, tut; "royal ... young 
monarch" = definition. The sepulchral chamber to 
King Tut's tomb was opened on February 16, 1923. 
The sarcophagus was opened February 12, 1924, and 
the casket on February 11, 1927. 

25. BSA. Charade: "short lad" = boy; 
"Tontos" = scouts; "country" = America; "pre­
pared" = motto; "troops .. . dens" = reference clues. 
The Boy Scouts of America was incorporated Feb­
ruary 8, 1910. 

26. Alamo. "Crock it" = extremely bad pun on 
(Davy) Crockett; "remember the mission" = play on 
"Remember the Alamo"; charade: "first" = A, "brief 
Louisiana and Missouri" = abbreviate states' names, 
LA and MO; double definition: "mission" and "bat­
tle" = event. Santa Anna's army entered San An­
tonio to begin its attack on the Alamo on February 
23, 1936. Jll 
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