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dards and that it provided little challenge for
them. “‘I solved this in fifteen minutes,”” ‘*This
was a cinch,’” and, ‘‘Too easy! Make ’em hard-
er next time’’ typify comments made by many
contestants.

Ironically, most of those who took the time
to tell us how easy the contest was didn’t take
the time to double-check their entries. If they
had, they might have gotten the correct solu-
tion. As it turned out, they ended up in the same
pile as those who didn’t know the difference be-
tween a word processing program and an arcade
game (though some word processors behave
like arcade games).

And Now, the News. As usual, contestants
covered just about every age group and every
occupation. They ranged from the Sisters of
Saint Francis of the Holy Family in Dubuque,
Iowa, to seven-year-old Michael Sussman of
River Forest, Illinois (both submitted correct
entries). There were a lot of college students
who scribbled away madly to meet the October
11 deadline when they should have been study-
ing for midterm examinations.

Workhorse of the month is Joe Basile
(Naugatuck, CT), who wrote an eighteen-page
Applesoft program (more than eight hundred
lines of code) to solve the puzzle.

There were husband-and-wife teams and
some who entered without their spouses. Prize
selection usually tells the whole story of a cou-
ple’s marriage. ‘‘I want to win a KoalaPad
Touch Tablet for my hubby,’’” wrote Kathy
Miller (Irwin, PA). On the other side of things
was Sue Hamilton (Central City, NE): ‘I wan-
na win cold, hard cash, ’cause if my husband
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wins, he’ll just get some more junk for his
computer.”’

There were the kiss-ups. ‘‘Please remind the
random number generator of all them swell
times he and I had back in the old days,’’ wrote
C.H. Simonds (Lakeville, CT).

Robert Hollister (Santa Barbara, CA) wrote,
‘‘Please tell the computer that runs the random
number generator that if he could manage to
pick my entry as the winner, there’s a really
cute word processor who’d just love to spend
some time with him.’” Well, the RNG took a lot
of offense to Hollister’s remark because it was
reincarnated as a female.

There were the beggars. ‘At the very least,
can I have my name in Softalk?’’ and, ‘‘Even if
I don’t win, please mention my name in the
magazine if my answer is right.”” Okay, you
two have yourselves a deal.

There were the confused. ‘‘Is there any
name for the detachable pieces of paper used to
advance the paper in pin-feed printers? I call
them phuzzies, but I doubt that this is an official
name,”’ says Leah Larkin (Lafayette, LA).

There were the proud. ‘‘The contest was so
easy. I solved it before flight 554 got halfway
from Nashville to Detroit,”” wrote Jim Bykow-
ski (Falcon Heights, MN). From the looks of
Bykowski’s incorrect entry, it seems he should
have kept flying.

Finally, there were the sobbers. For Paula
Giese (Minneapolis, MN), winning this contest
was ‘‘wishful thinking. The only time I ever
won anything in a contest was when I was
twelve. I won a musical instrument called a
cocolele for writing some loathsome adver-
tiser’s limerick. It had an awful tone, and even-
tually a horse stepped on it.”’

Enough rambling for this month. Next time,
we’ll see who got the most treats and the fewest
tricks.

Logically Speaking. And now, the solution
to the ] Was a Teenage Apple contest:

To follow along, set up five rows of five
squares. In the top row, put in the names of the
computers and fill in the answers as we go
along.

Clue one tells us that the Lisa used to play
fantasy games.

Clue two says the Cobol-speaking computer
was divorced. Put this one aside for now.

Clue three tells us that the II Plus was en-
gaged. He had a date with his fiancee.

Clue four says that the III programmed
things in assembly language. SOS, which stands
for sophisticated operating system, is the Apple
III operating system.

Clue five lets us know the Ile spoke Cobol.
Combined with clue two, this tells us that the Ile
was divorced.

Clue six says several things. The II was di-
vorced twice, and ‘‘saved games in progress’’
implies he used to play either adventure games
or fantasy games. Since the Lisa plays fantasy
games (clue one), the II must have been playing
adventures.

Clue seven reveals that the single man didn’t
speak a high-level language. That means he
didn’t speak Basic, Pascal, Cobol, or Fortran.
Therefore, he spoke assembly. Combined with
clue four, we find out that the III is the sin-
gle man. By elimination, this leaves the Lisa

as the married person.

Clue eight, ‘“The one who wrote in Pascal
did a lot of word processing.’’ Put this aside for
the time being.

Clue nine lays out an order of computers.
All it tells us is that the samurai warrior was a
more sophisticated Apple than the comic, and
that the lawyer was an earlier model Apple than
the comic.

Clue ten tells us that the disc jockey played
fantasy games (assuming Ultima XII is the same
kind of game as Ultimas I, 11, and II]) and that it
programmed in Basic (print and goto statements
and for-next loops). Therefore, combined with
clue one, we know that the Lisa, which spoke
Basic, is now a disc jockey.

Clue eleven tells us the doctor didn’t play
adventure games. He was listening to someone
else talk about taking inventory, collecting ax-
es, and parsing f-words, which are all actions
performed in adventure games. Combined with
clue six, we know the doctor was not the II.

Clue twelve says the comic used to do data-
base work (all his punch lines ended with ‘‘how
many fields to sort’’ and other database
phrases).

At this point, the only languages left unas-
signed are Pascal and Fortran, which must be
either the II or the II Plus, since all the other
computers have languages assigned to them.
We know from clue eight that the Pascal speak-
er did word processing; we know from clue six
that the II played adventure games. Therefore,
the II Plus must have spoken Pascal and done
word processing. Also, by elimination, the II
spoke Fortran.

Now let’s combine clues nine and eleven.
We know the Lisa is the disc jockey and the II is
not the doctor. This means the II is the samurai,
the comic, or the lawyer. Clue nine lets us
know that because the II is the earliest form of
Apple, it can’t be the comic (the lawyer is an
earlier model than the comic) and it can’t be the
samurai (the samurai is more sophisticated than
the comic). Therefore, the II must be the
lawyer.

Three occupations and two applications are
left to fill. Clue twelve says the comic did data-
base work, so we know he couldn’t have been
the II Plus, which did word processing. That
means the comic must be either the III or the
Ile. Clue nine says the samurai was a more so-
phisticated Apple than the comic, so that makes
the comic the Ile, and the samurai the III. The
doctor must have been the II Plus.

Now that we know the comic was the Ile, we
can fill in the Ile’s application as database man-
agement, and the III’s as arcade games.

The result:

The Lisa spoke Basic, played fantasy games,
and became a married disc jockey.

The III spoke assembly language, played ar-
cade games, and later became a single samurai
warrior.

The Ile spoke Cobol, ran database programs,
and was reborn as a comic who got divorced.

The II Plus spoke Pascal, did word process-
ing, and was reincarnated as a doctor who be-

came engaged.

The II spoke Fortran, played adventure
games, and became a lawyer who went through
two divorces (he handled his own cases). 1l
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