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" T.A.C. is a carefully researched and designed,game of 
Impressive sophistication. yet it's surprisingly easy to play 
and even a little addicting." -Sottatk 

"Game of the Month" -Byte; February, 1984 

''I've developed this a version for computer ga mes-until 
T .A.C. I ca n play this game a nd like it-lots!" 
Gameplay Magazine 

" It's the best simulation of tank warfare this reviewer has 
seen on or off a computer screen." -Electronic Games 

T.A.C . is a game of World War II tactical armored 
combat. You pick a nation (from among the four major 
combatants -Britain. U.S.A. . Germany and Russia). You 
b uild a combat team from their most powerful tanks, 
assault guns and tank destroyers. You command the 
team you've created 1n major operations against like 
forces ofthe enemy. 

All the famous vehicles of the second world war are 
here - Tigers. Panthers, Shermans and JS ll 's; Jagdpan­
thers, SU 152's, Fireflies and T 34's, just to name a few. 
They have all been thoroughly researched and their 
important features programmed into the game. Each 
vehicle is distinguished by such elements as armor thick­
ness (rear and flanks as well as front), fire power, speed. 
acceleration and gun traverse Even minor points lik 
fuel tank location can be crit1ca I. 

BY RALPH BOSSON 
• Trodemarks of Apple 
Computers Worner Com­
mun 1co tions . Commodo re 
a nd lnt erno hon ol ·Bus iness 
Mochrnes 

Here ore just some of the exciting features: 
• T.A.C. can be ployed solitaire against the computer or as 
a two player (or two team) game w·11h the computer as 
mediator. 
• The most important armored vehicles of Britain. Russia, U.S. 
and Germany ore available to command-40 in all. 
• Choose from five different scenarios to play. Actions range 
from · open meeting engagements lo assaults against 
prepared positions. 
• You pick the sides. You choose the weapons. A simple pur­
chasing system has been provided to let you "buy" what you 
want in balance with your opponent. 
• The results of combat are determined by the computer. It 
factors such critical elements as range, armor thickness(front. 
rear and flanks), tracking time, the speed and maneuvers of 
both the firing and target units. visibility and weapon ad1ust­
ment to determine weapon accuracy. 
• Special options include hidden movement. improved 
positions. smoke mortars. minefields. close assaults. overruns 
and 1nd1rect fire . 

T.A.C. on diskette retails for $40. 00 and can be played 
on the folio 1ng computers Apple® !l's 48K (Mock­
ingboard™ S und Enhanced!) Atari's® with 48K and the 
Commodore 4® IBM®PCversioncomingth1sfall 
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An International Incident: May's Contest Winner 

P.A.M. gives you total control 
over your personal amounts. 
It's also perfect for your srnaJl 
business ftna.ncial record 
keeping. 

P.A.M . is an e1l'l.cient, cost­
effective approach to knowing 
where you stand financially. 
It gives you totals by code as 
well as subtotals by month and 
code. It has everything you 
need to be in control of your 
financial transactions! 

Look at these featur•: 
1) Easy data entry 
2) On-screen editing of entries 
3) Rea.lly fa.st (search & read 50 

entries in 35 seconds!) 
4) User friendly with step-by-step 

manual included 
5) 2000 entries per disk 
6) Search records bycode,clearedor 

WlCleared transactions 
7 ) Search by any word 
8) 99 User-defined codes 
9) You customize program for your 

system (ie. number of drives, 
type of printer) 

1O) Generates 8 unique financial 
reports 

11 ) Unlimited number of accollilts 

P.A.M. requires Apple II+, IIE or 
IIC and uses 1 or 2 disk drives, 
printer optional. 

s79es 
Make Your .Accountant Happy. 
Order P . .A.M. Today! 

Enclose check (make pavrable to 
Tu:>Mac Software) or money 
order for $79.95 + $2.50 postage 
& handling (MI residents add 
4% sales tax). You :mey use MC 
or VISA credit cards. Send 
account number and expiration 
date. For immediate delivery, 
order by phone! 

Call (313) 888-9909. 

P. 0 . Box 28 - South Lyon, MI 48178 
( 313) 685-9909 �
Apple Is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. �

Okay, we made a few mistakes. First of all, 
we left off the entry deadline for the contest. As 
one entrant caustically pointed out, this was sim­
ple stupidity. The deadline for Softalk contests 
is usually the fifteenth of the month following 
publication; we somewhat arbitrarily made the 
deadline the fifteenth of June, and so far no one 
has submitted an answer after that date, so 
we're safe. If you submitted an answer, you're 
in . If you didn't, you're too late. 

However, we're only owning up to genuine 
mistakes. Michael Frediani (Tracy, CA) points 
out that in our illustration we have sixteen 
places but only fourteen wine glasses. Since 
whether or not any of the guests drink was not a 
clue and had no effect on the outcome, this was 
simply nitpicking. If you can't do the contest 
there must be errors-is that it? 

As much as we'd like to, we don't know 
each of you personally, so we don't know wheth­
er you're male or female. Which means that we 
had to make it possible for either a male or a fe­
male to be the ambassador. And because two 
men cannot sit next to each other, the people sit­
ting on either side of the ambassador have to 
be-you guessed it-female. And one of the 
premises states that , for security reasons 
(which, for security reasons, we can't go into 
here) you have to sit between the professors 
from Czechoslovakia and Finland; the pro­
fessors from Czechoslovakia and Finland must 
be women. All those whose solutions listed ei­
ther of the professors of Czechoslovakia and 
Finland as being men were disqualified, and 
better luck next time. 

But wait: We don't know you, but you know 
you . Well, although we didn't stipulate that you 
had to solve the puzzle keeping in mind that we 
didn't know what the gender of the ambassador 
would be , obviously the contest was open to 
everyone, male or female. The solution is predi­
cated on the fact that the people on either side of 
the ambassador had to be women. (Incidentally , 
people with masculine first names who wrote in 
and listed themselves as female ambassadors, 
and vice versa , were not immediately dis­
qualified, but we did have to wonder, Michael, 
John, Sharie and Marilyn.) · 

All but four of the entrants, in fact , were dis­
qualified for overlooking one rule or another. 
The four who advanced to the random number 
agitator were John Jourdan (Stillwater, MN), 
Sharie Fry (Lindenhurst, IL), Marilyn Brown 
(Saint Louis, MO), and the winner, Kathy Rolfe 
of Kansas City, MO , and ambassador to 
Albania. 

The Spouse of Life. A lot of ambassadors 
wrote in to tell us that we can't count; they're 
the ones who had trouble with the word spouse. 
Consider this: If you are married, and you and 
your spouse go to a party together, and you are 
the only married couple there, how many 
spouses are in attendance? One? Don't be so 
egotistical. Two is the correct answer. 

Okay, are we all together so far? Honorable 
mention goes to ambassadors who just missed 
out by a single rule. Like the rule indicating that 
the professor of microcomputing was female, 
which is where E.E. Rehmus (San Francisco, 
CA) and Steve Robertson (Kent, WA), with 
otherwise good solutions, missed their chances 
to proceed to the terrible random number gen­
erator by making the microcomputing professor 
male. 

We said that the spouse of the professor 
from France is jealous and must sit next to the 
professor. Jerry Dubuke (South Farmingdale, 
NY) managed to circumvent this problem by 
leaving the professor from France unmarried. 
Not the solution we were looking for, but an in­
teresting approach . Likewise, one of the prem­
ises was that the spouse of the professor from 
Brazil and the spouse of the professor from Al ­
bania are best friends and prefer to sit across 
from each other; Danita Perkins (Aurora, CO) 
submitted an answer that did not carry out this 
suggestion. While the word prefer can be con­
strued as a suggestion rather.than as a rule, any 
solution that did fulfill it would be a better re­
sponse-promote more harmony at the party­
than one that didn't, so it's as good as a rule; 
thus Danita didn' t make it either. Also of Au­
rora, and also disqualified, was Thomas Turn­
bull, who simply threw out years of higher edu­
cation and changed the discipline of the one 
Spanish-speaking professor, the one from Mexi­
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AMPERGRAP·H �
AM PER GRAPH is a powe r f ul . easy- t o- us e 
relocatab le g raphi cs uti lit y fo r t he Appl e II + /etc. 
AM PERGR AP H adds twenty-two Appl eso f t com­
mands t hat allow ef fo rtless generat ion o f profes­
sional-looking plots of sc ienti f ic o r fi nanc ial data. All 
of the necessary scaling and sc reen formatting is ac · 
compl ished w it h just a few . simple Appleso f t lines . 

Unli ke most o th er plotting sys tem s for the App le II 
which are stand-al one sys tems , the AMPERGR A PH 
ut il ity provides extended BASIC g raphics language 
mac ros that yo u can use d irec tl y in you r ow n Ap· 
plesoft programs . The add itional commands are 
&SCAL E. &LIM IT, &AX ES, &GRID, &FRA M E. &LOG 
X, &LOG Y, &LABEL AX ES. & LABEL, &VLABEL. 
&C ENT ER LA BEL, &C ENTER VLABEL. &DRAW , 
&PENUP, &CROSS, &OPEN SQUARE. &CLOSED 
SQUARE . &OPEN CIRCLE, &CLOSED CIRCLE, 
&ER ROR BA RS . &DU MP (to dump the g rap h on a 
Silentype printer) and &' DU M P (to lin k w ith AMER· 
DUM P. see be low) . 

$45.00 
SAM PLE AM PERGR APH PROGRAM LISTING 

10 &SCA LE . 0, 80. 80. 13000 
15 LXS ="TI ME (SECONDS)": LYS = " VELOCITY 

(CM /SEC)" 
20 &LOG Y: & LABEL AX ES. 10. 10 
25 LA BELS = " V ELOCITY VS. TI M E": & LABEL, 30, 

200 
30 FORT = OT0 80:&DRAW , T. 150+ T l 2:NEXTT 
35 FOR T = 10 TO 70 STEP 10 
40 &CLOS ED SQUA RE, T, 

(150 + T 2) ' (.8 + .4 'RND(3)) 
45 &ERROR BA RS. 5. T'2/2 
50 NEXT T &DU MP 

1o• 

AMP ER DUMP is a high-reso lutio n graphi cs dum p 
ut i lit y wh ic h can be used ei ther in men u-d ri ven 
mode. or d irectly from your App lesoft program. w ith . 
or w ithout AM PERGRAPH . The fo ll owi ng prin te rs 
w i ll wo rk wit h A MPERDUMP: Apple Dot Mat rix . 
lmagewriter; Epson: Gem ini ; NEC PC-8023A-C: C 
lt oh 1550. 8510A/B_ 8600: Tos hi ba 1340, 1350 . 
AM PERDUMP offers many feat ures whi c h are not 
availab le in other graphics dum p rou t ines : 

Hor izon tal magnifications : 3 to 12. depending on 
printer. 
Vert ical magnifi cati ons : 2 to 9, depend ing on 
printer. 
Horizontal and vertical magnificati ons can be 
spec ified independent ly. 
Normal I Inverse dum ps Fast 
Adjustab le horizontal tab Easy to use 
Compatib le w it h AM PERGRAPH Relocatable 

$40.00 
The AMPERG RAPH and AM PERDU M P graphics 
ut ilities require an App le II + /etc. The AMPERDUMP 
uti lit y req uires one of the fo ll owi ng interf ace c ards : 
Epson , Apple. Grapp ler. Interac ti ve Struc tures. 
Mountain Computer , Epson Type2, Tymac . o r Micro­
buffer II. Tack ler, Mi c rotek . Printerl ink , Su per Seri al. 

AMPERGRAPH and AMPERDU M P are avail ab le from 
your dealer or o rder di rect. Inc lude S2.00 for ship ping 
and handling ; Wiscons in res iden ts add 5% sales tax . 

mad west 
SOFT ARE 

2014 Chamberlain Ave. 
ffi adison, WI 53705 

". 608-238-4875 �~ �- �~�~� 

co , from assembly language to microcom­
puters. 

The only plausible answer that did not wind 
up in the RNG was that of Karl Middlebrooks 
(Monahans, TX) , whose solution is, "Forget 
about a formal dinner. Have a swimming party. 
It won't matter where anyone sits, since they'll 
all be in the pool. " Sounds like a lot more fun 
Karl's way. However ... . 

Below is a diagram of the contest solution as 
we designed it (ha ha), and Kathy's solution . 
Except for a slight seating misarrangement, all 
of Kathy's answers are acceptable. And, be­
cause there was no written clue to contradict her 
solution, she wins. 

There was an unwritten clue to support our 
solution rather than Kathy's. At the top of the 

Spouse, Brazil (f) 
Prof. from Brazil (m) 
Pascal 
Prof. from Mexico (f) 
Assembly wnguage 
Spouse, France (m) 
Prof. from France (f) 
Floating Point Basic 
Prof. from Egypt (m) 
Cobol 
(spouse, Germany) 
Prof. from Germany (f) 
Microcomputer 
(spouse , Egypt) 
Prof. from Albania (m) 

Prof. from Albania (m) �
Prof. from Germany (f) �
(Spouse, Egypt) �
Prof. from Egypt (m) �
(Spouse, Germany) �
Spouse , Albania (f) �
Prof. from Brazil (m) �
Prof. from Mexico (f) �
Spouse, France (m) �
Prof. from France (f) �

Kathy Rolfe 's solution (all disciplines same as above) 

English 
Portuguese 

Albanian 

English 
French 

Albanian 

Albanian 

Albanian 

Soffa/k's solution 

Albanian 
Albanian 

Albanian 

Portuguese 
Portuguese 
Albanian 
English 
French 

AUGUST 1984 

picture of the table are two chairs with flags 
drawn on the seats-one is the flag of Brazil, the 
other the flag of Albania. These are not the seats 
of the professors from these countries, but of 
their spouses, who are best friends. Kathy put 
the spouse of the professor from Brazil and the 
spouse of the professor from Albania across 
from one another, but not in those seats. How­
ever, since it was not written it was not really a 
rule, just a clue , and we can't hold her to it. 

Oh yes , she also included a language other 
than the one we assigned to them, Portuguese 
rather than English, but there is no rule disal­
lowing that , either. So Kathy , congratulations. 
With a very fine job on a tough contest, you 
have, indeed, served your country, and your 
guests, well. Bon appetit. :::9 

Spouse, Albania (f) 
Prof. from Portugal (m) 
Anificial Intelligence 
Prof. from Finland (f) 
Integer Basic 
Ambassador (m or f) �
Prof. from Czechoslovakia (f) �
Robotics 
Spouse, Mexico (m) 

Prof. from Nepal (f) 
Fonran 

Spouse , Finland (m) 

Spouse , Finland (m) 
Prof. from Nepal (f) 

Spouse, Mexico 

Spouse, Brazil ( f) �
Prof. from Portugal (m) �
Prof. from Finland (f) �
Ambassador (m or f) �
Prof. from Czechoslovakia (f) �



You boughta�c�~�t�e�r to cultivateyour kids'minds. �
Make sure it's bearing fruit, not growing vegetables. �

httroducing a �w�h�o�l�e�~ ofLearning
Adventure games from Spfunaker. 

When it comes to cultivating adventurous 
young minds, the computer's potential is 
endless. 

Unfortunately. the search for software 
that makes the most of that potential has 
been endless. too. 

That is. until Spinnaker created the 
Learning Adventure Series. A unique collec­
tion of games that reward curiosity with 

It's New! TRAINS.'" 
You're in cha rge of an old-time 
rai lroad - and whether it turns 
into a bonanza or a bust depends 
on how well you run it. But either 
way you'll find that working on 
this railroad is achallenge - and a 
lot of fun! Ages 10-Adult. 

hours of adventure and learning. So the 
time kids spend with our games will help 
them develop valuable skills. Instead ofjust 
tired thumbs. 

But what really makes our Learning 
Adventure games unique - educational value 
aside-is how much fun they are. Which isn't 
too surprising when you consider you can 
do things like bargain with aliens. search a 
haunted house. or build your own railroad 
empire. 

It's New! 
ADVENTURE 
CREATOR. '" 
Design achallenging adventure 
game that you or a friend can 
tackle - or let the computer 
design one for you. It's complex, 
exciting-utterly add ictive! 
Ages 12-Adult. 

In fact. our games are so much fun. kids 
will really enjoy developing some very impor­
tant skills.Deductive reasoning, note taking. 
and problem solving. for instance. 

So, if you're in the market for software 
that will truly cultivate young minds. pick the 
Spinnaker Learning Adventure Series. 

It's the best way to be sure your search 
will be fruitful. 
Spinnaker Learning Adventure games are available 
for Apple.® Atari,® IBM and Commodore 64 '" home 
computers. 

IN SEARCH OF 
THE MOST 
AMAZING THING.'" 
lt isn'teasytofind - even in 
your B-liner. But you'll have help 
from your Uncle Smoke Bailey 
as you sea rch the universe to find 
the Most Amazing Thing. 
Ages 10-Adult. 

Disks for : Apple. Atari . IBM .and Commodore 64 
Cartridges for : Atari and Commodore 64 ­

(ADVENTURE CREATOR only ) 
SPIYIYAK&R TM 

We make learning fun. 

Apple. At.an and 18M are req1stered trademarks of Apple Computer. Inc.. Atari. Inc. and internationa l Business Machine Corp.Commodore 64 1s a trademark of Commodore Electronics Ltd. © 1984. Spinna ker Software Corp 
Al! nghts reserved. 
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L££ AND HIS CAA 

It's time to get �
The reviews are in and 

everyone agrees. There's 
never been a personal 
computer that's easier or 
more fun to use than the 
�M�a�c�i�n�t�o�s�h �~� Especially with 
terrific programs like 
MacWrite™ and MacPaint™ 
to get you started. 

But if you really want to 
take full advantage of your 
Mac's tremendous abilities, 
you'll need to go a step 
further than just writing 
letters and painting pic­
tures. You'll need some 
serious business tools to 
make you more productive. 

And the first one to 
purchase is Habadex. 

Desktop management 
has arrived. 

Habadex is pioneering 
an entirely new category 

in computer software­
desktop management. It's 
the only program that lets 
you do on your Mac what 
you now do on your desk. 
So you can put your ad­
dress and phone directory, 
appointment calendar, 
things-to-do list-and 
any other paperwork that 
clutters your desk and your 
mind-right into your Mac. 

And because Habadex 
was designed specifically 
for the Macintosh, it incor­
porates all of the same 
graphic capabilities that 
have made Apple's new 
computer so incredible. 
And incomparable. 

A data base based on 
your own needs. 

Habadex lets you create 
and sort hundreds of 

records.You can arrange 
the large number of fields 
however you choose. By 
first name, last name, com­
pany, category, zip code, 
etc. You can even rename 
fields, and rearrange or 
change information easily 
for complete flexibility 

You've found your calling. 
Habadex lets you create 

and arrange an entire 
phone directory within 
your data base. It dials 
direct and long-distance 
calls, automatically insert­
ing your O.C.C. like Sprint 
or MCI. It has a quick­
dial feature for storing 
commonly-called personal 
or emergency numbers. 
And it works with the in­
expensive HabaDialer or 
your current modem. 

H1bddex isd trcidemdTkof Hdba Systems. Inc.. 15154 Sk1qq Street Van Nuys, Ca.hfom1a 91405-10?5. (818) 901 8828. Macintosh 1s a trademark li censed to Apple Computer. �I �n �c�.� �~� 1984 Haba Systems Inc 



OK Mac. 
down to business. 
It gets you through the check items off. Plus 
day. Every day. complete area code and 

Habadex is also one of zip code directories with 
the most complete calen­ ranges for all cities in the 
dars you'll ever 
need. It pro­
vides monthly 
overviews and 
day-at-a-glance 
scheduling, 
through De­
cember 1985. 
Lets you keep 
track of all your 
appointments 
and automati­
cally updates 
them through­
out each day 
Even leaves room 
for valuable travel 

s File Eoit Dial Arrange Print Set - up 

and expense information. United States and Canada. 
It also features a things­

to-do list which is automati­ Print it your way. 
cally updated when you Habadex also prints 

mailing labels and custom 
lists in any format and size 
of your choosing. It mail 
merges form letter text with 
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your data base 
and prints them 
for any or all 
of your records 
-in virtually 
any order, 
arrangement 
or quantity 
And in your 
choice of fonts . 

Are you 
ready to get 
more from your 
Mac than just 
words and 
pictures? Then 
you're ready 

for Habadex. It's the 
serious business tool that 
still lets you have some 
serious fun. 

habadex ™ 
. Making Apples more tempting than ever.™ 



Productive tools for home, 
education, business, and the arts. 

©Copyri ght 1984 Boudvill e 

Create motion 
picture 4 
 "�h�o�w "�.�~� J. 

11" Stunning 
A nimation 

that's fast, smooth, and 
fli cker free! 

Write, produce, and 
direct your own computer 
movies. No programming 
skills are needed to create 
superb full-color ani­
mation. With easy to use 
TA KE-1 , you define anima­
ti on shapes and move­
ments, "shoot" scenes 
f rame-by-frame, add text 
at any time, and then 
combine the scenes to 
make a complete movie. 
Perfect for presenta­
ti ons and demos. 

Premiering: 
• True sprite 
capability for multi­
layered acti on 
without additional 
hardware. 

• No size restriction 
on animated objects. 

• Complete editing 
at all stages ofproduction. 
Can use hi-res pictures, 
shapes, and font s from 
PIXIT or other graphics 
utiliti es for background 
scenes and animation 
shapes. 

• A convenient selec­
tion of animation 
librari es are available. 

• Moving objects can 
have " windows" that allow 
background to show 
through. 

• Optional programmer's 
" tool kit" lets you put the 
power ofTAKE-1 anima­
ti on in your own programs. 

$59.95 Requires 64K 

Available at your local software store or direct from BAUDVILLE. �

Visa and Master Charge accepted, Michigan residents add 4% sales tax. �

BAUDVILLE, 1001 Medical Park Dr., S.E. �
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 Phone (616) 957-3036 �

The complete color 
graphics 
package. 

Includes these 
integrated features: 

Create A Shape 
using simple keystroke 
commands. 

Shape Table Editor 
allows up to 128 shapes 
placed anywhere in table. 

Shape and Font Library 
provides a convenient 
selection ofpre-drawn 
shapes and text fonts. 

Picture Editor 
creates hi-res pictures 
using mixed text and 
graphics, circles, lin es, 
colorfill , and shape tables. 

Slide Show 
displays hi-res pictures 
like a slide projector. 

Printer Dump 
Supports a wide 
variety ofdot matrix 
printers and interface 
cards. No additional soft­
ware required. 

Us es standard hi-res 
picture and Applesoft 
shape table fil es 
which are compatible 
with other graphics 
utilities. 

Optional Shape Libraries 
greatly reduce the time 
required to generate 
computer art. Each library 
contains a wide variety 
ofartist drawn shapes for 
specific areas ofinterest. 

$49.95 Requires 48K 
Optional Libraries 
@$20each. 

For A pple II , A pple II+ , 
Apple li e or compatible 
computers. 
Apple is o registered trodemork �
oJ Apple Computer, Inc. �

ltl IJ llll 111 r»1 �
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Open Discussion gives you the chance to air your 
views and concerns, to seek answers to queszions, to 
offer solutions or helpful suggeszions, and to develop 
a rapport with other readers. Iz 's whaz you make it, so 
share your thoughts, ryped or printed, and double­
spaced (please), in Softalk 's Open Discussion, Box 
7039, North Hollywood, CA 916()5. To ensure zhe in­
clusion of as many contributions as possible, letters 
may be condensed and edited. 

Peeling "Apples in Tunisia" �
Tremendous care needs to be taken in Sofia/k's �
editorial policy, lest the magazine suffer a serious �
and possibly fatal degeneration-from an informa­�
tive journal to just another medium that one must �
sort through to separate the truth from implicit po­�
litical propaganda. �

Andrew Christie's article in the May issue was 
informative in that it showed how the relatively 
new technologies of the Apple II and related soft­
ware can aid decision-making processes in less de­
veloped nations (specifically, Tunisia). My prob­
lem is with certain hidden, spurious assumptions 
put forth in the article pertaining to Western culpa­
bility for Third World poverty. 

Critics of capitalism often point to the tremen­
dous wealth enjoyed by capitalist nations as an ex­
planation, a cause, for Third World poverty: We 
are rich because they are poor. There are objec­
tions to this philosophy. Capitalism, both as a phi­
losophy and as a system (a highly successful one at 
that), is only about two hundred years old. Poverty 
and starvation, as human conditions, go back 
much further . It seems strange to argue that the 
cause of a problem is much younger than the prob­
lem itself. And there is absolutely not a shred of 
empirical evidence causally linking the two condi­
tions-Western wealth and Third World poverty. 
To the contrary, there is much evidence that the 
West provides massive infusions of capital and ex­
pertise to Third World nations to no avail. There is 
much hostility to capitalism in the Third World, 
and much predilection toward having planned econ­
omies. They are paying heavily for that hostility 
and those predilections in terms of the wealth they 
fail to generate. 

It is with these arguments in mind that I note, 
unhappily, that Christie, perhaps unwittingly, 
pays quite a bit of homage to the spurious assump­
tion I have described . He writes: "The African 
problem of chronic hunger is deeply rooted, going 
back to the policies of the nineteenth-century colo­
nial governments and their emphasis on industry 
and urban development at the expense of agricul­
ture and basic food production." My suggestion is 
that the problem's roots originate further back 
than a mere century ago. Surely Christie is not 
arguing that Tunisians had plenty to eat for cen­
turies and then, all of a sudden, the wicked West­
ern imperialists came and mucked everything up 
for them. 

Is Christie saying that, as a rule, developing 
countries that attempt to develop industry rather 
than agriculture are in danger of starving them­
selves? Well, obviously, somebody has to grow 
the food we eat. However, Japan, Hong Kong, and 
Singapore have no significant potential for agricul­
tural development. Yet they enjoy quickly devel­
oping economies, rapidly rising standards of living, 
and-the point of this illustration-they generate 
enough surplus revenue to buy food from coun­
tries that have the resources to produce it. Christie 
should not argue that Tunisia's hunger problem is 
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due to an overemphasis on industrial development, 
but rather that its industrial development has been 
unsuccessful. 

Poverty is the natural condition of man. We 
need no theories to explain the existence of it. 
Wealth such as we enjoy in this country would 
have seemed incredible only a century ago . Those 
who are concerned with helping the Third World 
break out of its poverty should first attempt to un­
derstand how it is that our wealth was created in 
the first place. A real effort needs to be made to 
put forth a theory of wealth to those Third World 
leaders who would really like to do something for 
their people. Words like "progress" and "devel­
opment" must have tangible, real-world mean­
ings . "Development" is not merely that which 
takes place during the time between point A and 
point B. The word becomes meaningless when 
used as Christie uses it, when he refers to Tunisia 
as a "developing nation, " and yet cites the fact 
that its food production is actually decreasing. 
Not intending to insult Tunisia, wouldn't a better 
description of the country's economy be 
"undeveloping"? 

The tendency to oversimplify problems per­
taining to the wealth of nations, or lack thereof, 
must be struggled with. Western economic success 
has involved whole ranges of political, moral, so­
ciological, and economic factors. Among these fac­
tors is the premise that a free economy will outper­
form a centrally controlled, directorate economy 
every time. 
Lee D. Oise, La Vista, New Brunswick 

Around the World in Twenty Pages 
As an avid reader of Softalk I looked forward to 
reading the May issue, only to see twenty editorial 
pages wasted on "Apples All Over the World." 
Frankly, who cares? I am a new Apple user and 
try to understand all the articles written. But arti­
cles on how Apples or any other computers are 
used in other countries will not help me use my 
Apple. Those twenty-six pages could have been 
devoted to more features for beginners like my­
self. I wonder how many readers did as I did and 
skipped over most of those pages? ln the future 
please stay to the subject of computing and forget 
the travel section. 
John De Benedictis, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 

McWilliams Does the Books 
In his article "McWilliams: He Costs Too Much" 
(April Softalk), Matt Yuen is guilty , I fear, of pre­
cisely what he accuses me of doing: ignoring facts 
in favor of feeling. Yuen's feeling about me is one 
of pure hatred (God knows why), and he doesn't 
let a single fact get in the way of expressing his ut­
ter contempt for me. It was a written extension of 
the artwork that accompanied the piece: my face 
with a moustache painted on. 

To refute any of it would be as silly as getting 
out my bottle of CorrecType and painting over the 
painted-on moustache. If Yuen wishes to paint me 
as a villain with a moustache, so be it. I certainly 
don't want to answer him tit for tat. Considering 
the amount of tat he flung at me, I'm just not prop­
erly equipped to respond. 

I would like to say, however, that I am not anti­
Apple computer, or anti-Apple user-merely pro­
consumer. In my desire that computer buyers get 
the most for their money, I have taken swipes at 
just about every manufacturer, and have upset the 
users of just about every computer. (If you think 
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certain Apple users are not pleased with me, you 
should hear what Adam Osborne has to say. Talk 
about tat!) 

I have al ways thought of myself as being on the 
side of Apple users and, especially, potential Ap­
ple users. Apples do so much. For a long time they 
had a near-monopoly on applications for education 
and for the disabled. I was frustrated when people 
had to spend several thousand dollars for a collec­
tion of hardware that was being sold elsewhere for 
roughly half as much. (Compare, say, the cost of 
a Kaypro II to a comparably equipped Apple II 
about a year ago.) 

At $1,395 for just the basic unit-no drives, 
monitor, software, or anything else-the Apple Ile 
was overpriced . Now that it is more reasonably 
priced, the reviews in the revised editions of my 
books will reflect this. The free update we send 
out to readers of the books has this to say about the 
current price reduction (it also has appeared in my 
syndicated column): 

Apple dropped the list price on the lie. A two-drive 
system with a monitor, an BO-column card, upper 
and lowercase characters lists for$/, 744 and gen­
erally sells for less. At last: a reasonable price. 
For a basic computer that has been around forever 
and has terrific support, the Apple lie may be the 
one to consider, especially for home and educa­
tional use. 

For years I fought for a less expensive Apple 
II, long before the Ile. Ironically, the rumor has 
gotten around that I'm down on Apple computers 

Verbatim Datalife· Diskettes 
Box of ten 5114'' Datalife diskettes with envel­
opes, labels and reinforced hub-rings. FREE 
PLASTIC LIBRARY CASE. 
51/4'' SS/DD 51/4'' OS/DD 
MD525-01 MD550-01$ $�
MD525-10 MD550-1022 95 3195MD525-16 I MD550-16 I 

51/4'' SS/OD 51/4'' OS/OD 
MD577-01 MD557-01 
MD577-10 MD557-10 

$34 95 $4395MD577-16 I MD557-16 I 

Printers 
Gorilla/Banana Parallel or 
serial Dot Matrix 120CPS $121.00 
Gemini 10X-120CPS Bi-Directional $259.00 
Prowriter 8510AP 10" $348.00 
Color printer/plater, C. ltoh CX­
4800. 4 colors. 10" Parallel or 
Serial $555.00 
Powertype, Daisywheel 
Letter Quality $365.00 
Shipping and Handl ing: $3.00 for any order of diskettes. $9.00 for 
printers. C.0.0. orders add $1.65. We accept Visa, Mastercard and 
American Express credit cards at no extra charge. ll lmois res idents 
please add 7% tax. 

Call us now toll free ANYWHERE in the U.S. 
Orders only: 1·BDD·227-38DD Ask tor "Smart Oata" 

7 Days a Week, 24 Hours a Day 
Other information: (312) 256-4456 

9am to Bpm (central), Mon. through Sat. 

II Sr:lmH DRrn ll:iC:. 
PO Bo• 297 
Wilmette. IL 60091 
!3121256·44 56 
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